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PROLOGUE TO IMPERIALISM:
SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS DURING THE JULY MONARCHY
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
O v e r se as  e x p a n s i o n i s m  was one  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  
f e a t u r e s  in  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  French h i s t o r y  as c o n t e m p o r a r y  
l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  t o p i c  a t t e s t s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  
and a b r u p t n e s s  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r d  R e p u b l i c  was 
n o t  a g l o r i o u s  a c c i d e n t ,  b u t  one whose t a p r o o t s  were  s e t  
b e f o r e  1870 as C h r i s t i a n  S c h e f e r ' s  r e s e a r c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s . ^
For  e x a m p l e ,  h e s i t a n t  f i r s t  s t e p s  wer e  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  
R e s t o r a t i o n  ( 1 8 1 4 - 1 8 3 0 ) ,  and t h e s e  were  f o l l o w e d  by 
i n t e n s i f i e d  s t r i d e s  u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy 
( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 4 8 ) ,  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  p a r t s  o f  
A l g e r i a  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s , t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Ma rq ue s as  
I s l e s  in 1842,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  a p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v e r  
T a h i t i  i n  1843,  and  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p o i n t s  d ' appui  in  
A f r i c a ,  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean ,  and t h e  P a c i f i c .  The most  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e r a  o f  r e s u r g e n t  e x p a n s i o n i s m  r o u g h l y
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a p p r o x i m a t e d  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy ,  and t h u s  has  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  
p e r i o d i z a t i o n  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
A l t h o u g h  many s c h o l a r s  such  a s  Henr i  B r u n s c h w i g ,  
H u b e r t  D es c ha mp s , Georges  H a r dy ,  C h a r l e s  J u l i e n ,  Raymond 
B e t t s ,  H e r b e r t  P r i e s t l y  and o t h e r s  have  c o n d u c t e d  s t u d i e s  
i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  F r e nc h  e x p a n s i o n i s m ,  s c a r c e l y  anyone  
has  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  J u l y  Monarchy .  No d o u b t  t h e s e  
d e c a d e s  a r e  a l m o s t  d e c e i v i n g l y  d o r m a n t  compared  t o  t h e  l a s t  
d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  t e n t a t i v e  g r i d s  o f  
t h e  "new i m p e r i a l i s m "  were  b e i n g  drawn n o n e t h e l e s s .  For  
t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e  p e r i o d  d e s e r v e s  more i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
The men o f  J u l y  were  h e i r s  o f  a l ong  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
c o l o n i a l i s m  which  had n e v e r  r e a l l y  d i e d  o u t .  They were 
a l s o  h e i r s  o f  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  l e g a c y  wh i ch  p r o p a g a t e d  a 
n o s t a l g i a  f o r  p a s t  g l o r i e s .  I n s p i r e d  by t h i s  and o t h e r  
m o t i v e s ,  b o t h  complex and m a n i f o l d ,  e x p a n s i o n i s t s  l ooked 
beyond t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Eur ope  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  
o f  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  At t h e  end,  t h e y  l e f t  a g e o g r a p h i c a l  
f r amewor k  upon which  i m p e r i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  R e p u b l i c  
e s t a b l i s h e d  F r a n c e ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e .  C r e a t e d  by 
p r a g m a t i c  men work i ng  i n  f i t s  and s t a r t s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h i s  f ramework  i n v o l v e d  s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  
a d v e n t u r e r s ,  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  a n d ,  more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  many 
nava l  o f f i c e r s  and a few army o f f i c e r s  engaged  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x p e d i t i o n s  and o t h e r  m i s s i o n s .  Somet imes  s p o n s o r e d  by 
p r i v a t e  g r o u p s ,  b u t  more o f t e n  by m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e
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g o v e r nm en t ,  dozens  o f  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  were  comple t ed  which 
o f t e n  i n c r e a s e d  F rench  g e o g r a p h i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  s o p h i s t i ­
c a t i o n  abou t  t h e  n on- Eur opean  w o r l d .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
f o o t h o l d s  and even s o v e r e i g n  c o n t r o l  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  new a r e a s .
The h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  e x p l o i t s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  such 
a s  t h e  voyages  o f  C a p t a i n  James Cook ( 17 68 -1 7 71 ;  1772-  
1775;  1 7 7 9 - 17 89 ) ,  and even C h a r l e s  D a r w i n ' s  voyage ab o ar d  
t h e  Be a g le  ( .1831-1836) ,  have t e n d e d  to  o u t s h i n e  t h e  saga  
o f  F rench  v o y a g e r s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  much documentary  
l i t e r a t u r e  which p r o v i d e s  a r i c h  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  
l e a v i n g  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  F r a n c e  f o r  a l l  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  g l o b e - -  
e x t e n d i  ng from I c e l a n d  to  A n t a r c t i c a ,  f rom A f r i c a  and t h e  
Middle  Ea s t  t o  e x o t i c  a t o l l s  in O c e a n i a .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
number o f  voyages  and t h e  s h e e r  b r e a d t h  o f  t e r r i t o r y  
s u r v e y e d ,  t h i s  was an amazing f e a t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  in  a very  
s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  1830-1848 .
Much o f  t h e  p r i ma r y  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  
c o n s i s t  o f  a s y n t h e s i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t i v e s ,  a c t i o n s ,  and 
acc om pl i sh me nt s  o f  French e x p l o r e r s  and e x p a n s i o n i s t s  who 
a c t e d  w i t h ,  and w i t h o u t ,  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  French F o r e i g n  
O f f i c e .  To t h i s  d a t e ,  no c om p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
French g l ob a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f rom 1830 to  1848 has been 
p u b l i s h e d .  Works by J e a n - P a u l  F a i v r e  and Georges  Maleco t  
p r e s e n t  d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  French vo.yaqeur r e c o r d  in  t h e  
P a c i f i c  and A b y s s i n i e  r e s p e c t i v e l y , b u t  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s
do n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  d i s t i n c t  p a r t s  w i t h  t h e  whole  o f  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.  And w h i l e  
C h r i s t i a n  S c h e f e r ' s  La P o l i t i q u e  c o l o n i a l e  de l a  Mo narch ie  
J u i l l e t  i s  a b r i l l i a n t  e x p o s i t i o n ,  he i s  n o t  much c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  and  e x p e d i t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .
By i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  t h e  J u l y  M onar chy ' s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
r e c o r d  does  n o t  p r e s e n t  a w e l l - d e f i n e d  t a b l e a u .  R a t h e r ,  
i t  i s  a s p o t t y ,  e r r a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  more a k i n  t o  one 
o f  S e u r a t ' s  p o i n t i l l i s t  c o m p o s i t i o n s  s i n c e  one must  n o t  
s e a r c h  f o r  d e t a i l s  b u t  mus t  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  whole  
e x p e r i e n c e .  Out o f  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  
c a n v a s  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  must  be l a r g e  i n  o r d e r  to  
c a p t u r e  t h e  t o t a l  e x p a n s i o n i s t  s p e c t r u m .  Wor ld-wide  
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a p t u r e  y e t  a n o t h e r  
d i m e n s i o n  o f  t h e  F r ench  e x p e r i e n c e .
Due t o  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  r e v e r s e s  and t h e  r e a l i t y  
o f  t h e  nava l  power  o f  m i g h t y  E n g l a n d ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  
gove r nment  c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  engage  in o v e r t  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some e x p a n s i o n i s m  was e n c o u r a g e d  d i r e c t l y  
s i n c e  t h e  g ov e r n me n t  a l l o w e d  members of  t h e  armed f o r c e s  
t o  a g g r a n d i z e  F rench  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  e . g . ,
D u p e t i t - T h o u a r ' s s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  M a r q u e s e s ,  B uge a ud ' s  
e x t e n d e d  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a ,  and t h e  n a v y ' s  a p p r o p r i a ­
t i o n  o f  Mozambique Channel  i s l a n d s .  More s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
f o r  ou r  s t o r y , t h e  g o v e r n me n t  s p o n s o r e d  numerous e x p l o r a ­
t i o n s  and s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  which more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t
merged wi t h  o r  f u r n i s h e d  e x c u s e s  f o r  more e x t e n s i v e  forms  
o f  e co n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
F rance  e n j o y e d  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s t a t e  
s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  though t h i s  had l e d  t o  a long 
h i s t o r y  o f  r i v a l r y  w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  S i e u r  R o b e r t  
C a v e l i e r  de La S a l l e  and J a c q u e s  C a r t i e r ,  whose t o u r s  de 
f o r c e  p r ec ed ed  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t r i u m p h s ,  were  i m p o r t a n t  
in  l a u n c h i n g  t h e * p r a c t i c e  o f  e x t e n d e d  v o y a g e s .  In t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i t s e l f ,  t h e  government  s p o n s o r e d  Lou i s  
A n t o i n e  de B o u g a i n v i l l e ’ s c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w or l d  
( 1 7 6 6 ) ,  t h e r e b y  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  in  t h e  P a c i f i c .
Thi s  a c h i e v e m e n t  was f o l l o w e d  by a s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  
l e d  by Jean de l a  P ^ r o u s e  ( 1 7 8 5 - 1 7 8 8 ) ,  which i n v o l v e d  
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t ,  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
p r o s p e c t s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  F rench  whale  f i s h e r y  and f u r  
t r a d i n g  i n d u s t r i e s , and in  d e t e r m i n i n g  t he  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Solomon I s l a n d s .  T h i s  voyage  ended t r a g i c a l l y  when La 
P e r o u s e  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  a s h ip wr eck  on t h e  r e e f  of  one o f  
t h e  S a n t a  Cruz i s l a n d s .  C a p t a i n  N i c o l a s  Baudin  c i r c u m ­
n a v i g a t e d  t h e  g l o b e  f rom 1800 t h r o u g h  1804.  His was t h e  
f i r s t  m a r i t i m e  v e n t u r e  p a t r o n i z e d  by t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  As t h e  c e n t u r y  a d v a n c e d ,  more and 
more e x p e d i t i o n s  were  t o  s e t  f o r t h  when r i v a l r y  w i t h  
B r i t a i n  c o n t i n u e d .
In o r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  
voyages  wi th  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e  French c o l o n i a l  e x p e r i e n c e .
a s e a r c h  beyond t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  r e c o r d  i s  r e q u i r e d .  L i t t l e
can be f o u n d  a t  t h e  Quai d ' O r s a y .  A r c h i v a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e
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e x p e d i t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  M a r i n e  BB s e r i e s ,  memoirs  
and p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  l o n g  v o y a g e s ,  and 
c e r t a i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p e r i o d i c a l s  f u r n i s h  v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e s  
n o t  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  
V a l u a b l e  a d j u n c t  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  
S c i e n c e s  and t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s ,  bo th  
a g e n c i e s  h a v i n g  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  F r e nc h  e x p e d i t i o n s .
Whi le  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s t  s e n t i m e n t  
i n  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  t h i s  does  n o t  h o l d  t r u e  f o r  
t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  one c h a p t e r  o f  
t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  be d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y .  In 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n a v a l  p e r i o d i c a l .  
An na l es  M a r i t i m e s  e t  C o l o n i a l e s , and o t h e r  s un dr y  j o u r n a l s  
a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  c h r o n i c l i n g  F r a n c e ' s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Al t ho ugh  t h e  A r c h i v e s  P a r l e m e n t a i r e s  were  
s e a r c h e d ,  e v i d e n c e  f o r  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i s  s p a r s e ;  t h e  
d e p u t i e s  d i d  n o t  t a l k  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
T h e r e  i s  a l e n g t h y  r e c o r d  o f  d e b a t e  wh ich  e ns u ed  o v e r  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a ,  b u t  t h e  t a l k  was more a b o u t  
money t h a n  a b o u t  c o l o n i a l i s m  o r  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
E x p a n s i o n i s t  r h e t o r i c  v e r y  s e ld om  s u r f a c e d  on t h e  
p a r t  o f  any p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .  I t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a p p e a r s  as  i f  
e x p a n s i o n i s m  was i g n o r e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a l t o g e t h e r ,  and 
was l a r g e l y  a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  a f f a i r .  But  t h e  r e c o r d
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  some p ow e r f u l  m i n i s t e r s  such as  Admiral  
Rosamel and M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e  p r i v a t e l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  e x p e d i t i o n s  and even  f o un d  f u n d s  f o r  some o f  
t h em.  L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e  h i m s e l f  a p p a r e n t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  s e v e r a l  
p r o j e c t s ,  p l a y i n g  a s u b t l e  and q u i x o t i c  r o l e  which ha s  been 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o c u m e n t .  One can  o n l y  s u r m i s e  t h a t  t h e  k i n g ,  
a p r u d e n t  and p e a c e f u l  man,  u s e d  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  such a s  t h e  
Due Decazes  t o  e n c o u r a g e  F r en ch  e x p a n s i o n i s t s .  As a 
pa r ve nu  monarch he c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  r i d e  o u t  t h e  s t o r ms  of 
s t i c k y  d i p l o m a t i c  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  m i g h t  be g e n e r a t e d  by h i s  
open s u p p o r t  o f  v e n t u r e s  which t h e  B r i t i s h  m i g h t  i n t e r p r e t  
a s  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  i n c i d e n t s  d i d  d e v e l o p  as 
a r e s u l t  o f  F r e n c h  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  t e n d e n c i e s .  A r e t r o s p e c t i v e  g l a n c e  i s  in  
o r d e r .  A f t e r  Eng l and  t h w a r t e d  F r ench  c o l o n i a l  a m b i t i o n s  
i n  t h e  New Wor ld ,  F r a n c e ' s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a i ms  t u r n e d  back 
t o  t he  Old World d u r i n g  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  p e r i o d .  From 1763 
t o  1 81 5 ,  two i m p o r t a n t  g e o - p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t s  o c c u r r e d :  t h e
F r e n c h  had l o s t  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  New World and t h e  
B r i t i s h  had l o s t  h e r  Amer ican c o l o n i e s  y e t  r ema i ned  mi s t r e s s  
o f  C a na d a ,  s t i l l  c o n t r o l l e d  mos t  o f  I n d i a ,  and had begun 
t o  s e t t l e  A u s t r a l i a .  S l o w l y ,  a swing t o  t h e  E a s t  can be 
s e e n  i n  B r i t i s h  i m p e r i a l  p o l i c y ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  growing 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Red Sea a r e a  and t h e  L e v a n t .  S ub se q ue n t  
A n g l o - F r e n c h  r i v a l r i e s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e r e ,  and a f r a n t i c
s c r a m b l e  e ns ued  t o  o b t a i n  f o o t h o l d s  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
and a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  A f r i c a .  A s e r i o u s  c r i s i s  o c c u r r e d  
i n  1840 when F r a n c e ' s  E g y p t i a n  p r o t e g e ,  Pasha  Mehemet  A l i ,  
was f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  f rom h i s  d r i v e  t o  t h e  E a s t  ( S y r i a )  
when he l o o k e d  t o  F r a n c e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .  Faced 
w i t h  a c h o i c e ,  F r a n c e  had t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  
power p o l i t i c s ,  and  so a l l o w e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  a f r e e  hand 
w i t h  her  o l d  a l l y .  Had t h e  B r i t i s h  n o t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
Pasha was a t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  l i f e l i n e  t o  I n d i a ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  
Q u e s t i o n  m i g h t  have  been a s i m p l e r  a f f a i r .  As i t  was ,  i t  
would occupy most  o f  t h e  m a j o r  powers f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  England e l e c t e d  t o  s ave  Tur key  f rom R u s s i a n  
e x p a n s i o n i s m  and E g y p t i a n  e x p a n s i o n i s m  a t  a l l  c o s t s .
O t h e r  s e r i o u s  a f f a i r s  e r u p t e d ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  P r i t c h a r d  
i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  T h i s  e p i s o d e  grew out of  a 
r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  m a t r i x  which had long  been d e v e l o p i n g .  
George P r i t c h a r d ,  a member o f  t h e  London M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  
( t h i s  g roup had been  in  t h e  P a c i f i c  s i n c e  1797) and a l s o  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  was d r i v e n  f rom 
a p o s i t i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c e  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Queen Pomare i n  
T a h i t i .  He c a r r i e d  h i s  c a s e  t o  London wher e  the B r i t i s h  
p u b l i c  made him a m a r t y r  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  f a i t h .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  c o o l e r  heads  p r e v a i l e d  in  t h e  g ov er nmen t ,  and 
Lord Peel  and F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  G u i z o t  c l o s e d  the i n c i d e n t ,  
w i t h  t h e  F ren ch  a g r e e i n g  t o  pay an i n d e m n i t y .  I n  t h e  long 
run t h e  F r ench  m a i n t a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s ,
and an  i m p o r t a n t  e x p a n s i o n i s t  f o o t h o l d  was won. I t  was 
l a r g e l y  m i s s i o n a r y  z e a l  which p r o p e l l e d  t h e  F r e n c h  t o  t h e  
South  P a c i f i c  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  and p r o p e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t h i s  i s  c o v e r e d  in  C h a p t e r s  I and I I .
The J u l y  M o na rc hy ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o l i c i e s  wer e  c a u t i o u s  
f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s :  a t t e n t i o n  was f o c u s e d  on i n t e r n a l
p o l i t i c a l  and economic d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  and F r a n c e  was 
r e s t r a i n e d  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  A n g l o - F r e n c h  E n t e n t e s  o f  1833 
and 1 841 .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  was t h e  m a t t e r  o f  L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e  
h i m s e l f  and h i s  own d y n a s t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .
The J u l y  R e v o l u t i o n  was an a f f r o n t  t o  t h e  1814-1815 
peace  s e t t l e m e n t s  and p e r t u r b e d  t h e  monarchs  t h r o u g h o u t  
Eur op e .  A l a r m i n g l y ,  t h e  F r en ch  had o u s t e d  a l e g i t i m a t e  
Bourbon and had r e p l a c e d  him w i t h  a q u a s i - 1 e g i t i m a t e  
member o f  t h e  House o f  O r l e a n s .  S u f f e r i n g  t h e  opprobium 
o f  b e i n g  t h e  son o f  d u ca l  r e g i c i d e  and o f  b e i n g  a com­
p r o m i s e  c a n d i d a t e  whose crown a r r i v e d  by v i r t u e  o f  a 
r e v o l u t i o n ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  managed t o  f ound a new d y n a s t y  
i n  1830 n e v e r t h e l e s s .  However ,  he was f o r c e d  t o  g ove r n  
by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  C h a r t e r  o f  1830 which weakened 
h i s  h a n d ,  and he was o b l i g h e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  "King 
of  t h e  F re nc h"  r a t h e r  t h a n  "King o f  F r a n c e . "  Opposed by 
L e g i t i m i s t s ,  B o n a p a r t i s t s , and r a d i c a l  r e f o r m e r s  who m i g h t  
have t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  r u l e  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  
h i s  r e i g n ,  L o u i s - P h i l  i p p e  c o o p e r a t e d  wi th  g r a n d s  n o t a b l e s
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and t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and c o n c e n t r a t e d  on d o m e s t i c  p r o s p e r i t y  
f o r  h i s  own d y n a s t i c  s u r v i v a l .
In f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  he r a r e l y  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  r e i g n .  From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  he made i t  
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  he was co n ce r ne d  w i t h  n o t  p r o vo k i ng  t h e  
B r i t i s h  when he a c c e p t e d  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  o f  n e w l y - i n d e p e n d e n t  Be lg i um.  Yet t h e  
B r i t i s h  r e m a i n e d  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  French  e x p a n s i o n i s t  i d e a s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  when Lord P a l me r s t o n  was a t  t h e  helm as F o r e i g n  
S e c r e t a r y  u n de r  Lord Grey ( 1 8 3 0 - 3 4 ) ,  Lord Melbourne (1834 
and 1 8 3 5 - 4 1 ) ,  and Lord John R u s s e l l  ( 1 8 4 6 - 5 2 ) .  This  
a t t i t u d e  was n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  s i n c e  a m b i t i o u s  naval  
o f f i c e r s  and p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m e r c h a n t s ,  
somet imes  f o r c e d  d e c i s i o n s  on t h e  F r ench  gover nment .
Al though  t h e r e  was no grand p lan  or  s y s t e m a t i c  d e s i g n ,  t h e  
government  d i d  p lay  a p a s s i v e ,  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  r o l e  which 
co u l d  n o t  be d i s c o u n t e d .
I do not  p r o p o s e  to i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  
t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  movement compared w i t h  l a t e r  p e r i o d s  in  
French h i s t o r y ,  o r  w i t h  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s .  N e i t h e r  
w i l l  t h e r e  be an a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 
c e r t a i n  gover nment  e x p a n s i o n i s t  i d e o l o g y  f o r  t h e r e  was 
none.  I w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e d i t i o n s  and 
e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  p r i m a r i l y  naval  o n e s ,  as  we l l  as  t h e  men who 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  t a s k  o f  c r e a t i n g  an a n t e c h a m b e r  f o r  f u l l ­
blown i m p e r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
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Naval o f f i c e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  bombarded P a r i s  w i t h  
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  o r  t h a t  voyage  o f  c i r c u m ­
n a v i g a t i o n ,  and s c a r c e l y  a y e a r  pas sed  w i t h o u t  a recommenda­
t i o n  t o  occupy t h i s  i s l e  or  t o  found t h a t  p o s t  on some 
i s o l a t e d  c o a s t .  These  men s o u g h t  p r o m o t i o n s ,  and 
s u c c e s s f u l  voyages  o f t e n  e n s u r e d  a n o t h e r  a dvancement  i n  
r a n k .  Moreover ,  i t  was a d r a b  e r a  and some o f f i c e r s  l on ged  
f o r  a d v e n t u r e  and f o r  g l o r y  f o r  F r a n ce .  The Naval M i n i s t r y  
a p p e a r e d  t o  s y m p a t h i z e  wi t h  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  and w i l l i n g l y  
p r o p a g a n d i z e d  in  t h e i r  b e h a l f  i n  t h e  Counci l  o f  M i n i s t e r s .  
The M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  a c u t e l y  aware  o f  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  which mi ght  r e s u l t  f rom o v e r t  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  moves ,  o f t e n  g r a n t e d  s u b s i d i e s  when t h e  
e x p e d i t i o n s  were  j u d g e d  t o  be n o n t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t h e  m aj o r  
powers .  This  was m u t u a l l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s .  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
could p l a c e  s e c r e t  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  in  t h e  hands  o f  
t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  l e a d e r s  whose m i s s i o n s  t h e n  a c t u a l l y  
became a c o v e r t  form o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
There  was a v i r t u a l  ep idemi c  o f  e x p e d i t i o n s  and 
e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  some o f  which were  funded by more t h a n  one 
branch o f  g o ve r n m e n t .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  m e r c h a n t s  who 
owned s h i p s  s omet i mes  found t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  Commerce and 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and t h e  Navy w i l l i n g  to  
c o o p e r a t e  in  a s e a r c h  f o r  new mar ke t s  i f  t h e y  i n i t i a t e d  
d e l i c a t e  p o u r p a r l e r s in t h e  Fa r  E a s t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  army 
o f f i c e r s  p r o po se d  e x p l o r a t i o n s  and t h e  War M i n i s t r y
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r e s p o n d e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e s e  m i s s i o n s  wer e  bound f o r  
A b y s s i n i a  and A l g e r i a .
E x p l o r e r s  p r e d o m i n a t e  o v e r  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s .
/  /
T h e r e  were  many.  Anne R a f f e n e l  and Rene C a i l l i e  s l a s h e d  t h e  
t r a i l  f o r  t h e  work which  G e n e r a l  L o u i s  F a i d h e r b e  would com­
p l e t e  i n  b u i l d i n g  F r e n c h  West A f r i c a .  C h a r l e s  L e f e b v r e ,  
C a p t a i n s  G a l i n i e r  and F e r r e t ,  and M. Roc he t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  
p r e c e d e d  t h o s e  who a c q u i r e d  s t r a t e g i c  Somal i  i n  t h e  Horn 
o f  A f r i c a .  J e a n  Vai l  1 i a n t  was t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  Co lone l  
L ya u t e y  and Do u d a r t  de L a g r e e  i n  I n d o C h i n a ,  w h i l e  C a p t a i n  
G u i l l a i n  and Admira l  de Hel l  p r e p a r e d  t h e  way f o r  Genera l  
J o s e p h  G a l l i e n i  and J e a n  Laborde  in  s e t t i n g  up p e r manen t  
s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  M a d a g a s c a r .  Abdel  D u p e t i t - I h o u a r s  l a i d  t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  French P o l y n e s i a ;  G e n e r a l  Bugeaud and o t h e r s  
began t h e  s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a  w h i l e  J u l e s  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  
c l a i m e d  b a r r e n  f r o z e n  l a n d  i n  A n t a r c t i c a  and named i t  f o r  t h e  
k ing  who demanded t h a t  he go t h e r e .  In a p e r i o d  o f  l e s s  t h an  
two d e c a d e s ,  t h e s e  were  n o t  t r i v i a l  s t e p s  i n  b u i l d i n g  an 
empi r e .
Most  o f  t h e  men u n d e r  s c r u t i n y  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  
r e g a r d  t h e m s e l v e s  as i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  b u t  i n  a s e n s e  t h e y  wer e .  
My j u s t i f i c a t i o n  r e s t s  on a r e a s o n a b l e  p r e m i s e .  I f  one 
d e f i n e s  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  as a s u b t l e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r ­
i o r i t y  o f  F r a n c e  and F r ench  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e y  were  
m i n i m a l l y  c u l t u r a l  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  even  i f  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  s o .  
O f t e n ,  t h e y  w r o t e  a b o u t  F r a n c e ' s  c i v i l i z i n g  m i s s i o n .  Some
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s p oke  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  and f a n c i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  l a t t e r - d a y  
Romans.  And t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u r p r i s i n g .  E d u c a t e d  i n  an 
age  when t h e  c l a s s i c s  were s t i l l  i m p o r t a n t ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  paroxyms o f  t h e  Romant ic Age,  and h e i r s  o f  t h e  l e g a c y  
o f  a r e c e n t  F r en ch  C a e s a r ,  how c o u l d  t h e y  n o t  compare  
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  Romans?
In b r i e f ,  t h e r e  are  many q u e s t i o n s  t o  be a n s w e r e d :  
who wer e  t h e s e  e x p a n s i o n i s t s ,  w b a t  were  t h e i r  m o t i v e s ,  what  
was t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  g ove r nmen t  and " o f f i c i a l "  
p o l i c y ,  and wha t  d i d  t h e y  a c c o m p l i s h ?  One t h i n g  i s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  c l e a r .  They were  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  
some g a l l a n t ,  some n o t ,  who e x p l o r e d  and p l u n d e r e d  l i t t l e -  
known a r e a s  o f  t h e  wor ld  f o r  t h e i r  own r e p u t a t i o n s ,  f o r  
s c i e n c e ,  and f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  l a  p a t r i e .
CHAPTER I I
THE RESTORATION ( 1 8 1 5 - 1 8 3 0 ) :  SEEDBED OF EXPANSIONISM
European  powers  had n o t  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  r u s h  t o  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  new 
l a n d s  and m a r k e t s .  B u t ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1815 ,  t h e  
movement  t oo k  on an u na ccus to med  i n t e n s i t y .
I m p e r i a l i s m  d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f . ^
Th i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e s c r i b e s  F r a n c e  as much as  any o f  t h e  m a j o r
Eur opean  powers  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
Al t ho ug h  t h e  F rench  had l o s t  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r
c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  T r e a t y  o f  P a r i s ,  t h u s  e n d i n g
n e a r l y  t w o - h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  r i v a l r y  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  i t  was
n o t  u n t i l  t h e  peace  a g r e e m e n t s  o f  1814-1815 t h a t  " r e c o v e r y
o f  c o l o n i a l  p r e s t i g e  became one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
2
French s t a t e . "  F i r s t ,  t h e  few o l d  c o l o n i e s  n o t  s t r i p p e d  
from F r a n c e  ( M a r t i n i q u e ,  G u a d e l o u p e ,  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  S t .
P i e r r e  and M iq u e l o n ,  t h e  f i v e  I n d i a n  c o m p t o i r s  o f  P o n d i c h e r y . 
K a r i k a l ,  C h a n d e r n a g o r , Yanoan,  and Mahe, as w e l l  as  Gu i an a ,
La R e un io n ,  and t h e  S e n g a l e s e  c o m p t o i r s  of  S a i n t  Loui s  and 
Goree)  were  r e o c c u p i e d  p r o m p t l y .  To have  been  l a c k a d a i s i c a l  
in t h i s  m a t t e r  might  have been  i n t e r p r e t e d  as c o m pl e t e  
abandonment  o f  t h e s e  c o l o n i a l  r e m n a n t s .  An u n t e n a b l e
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p o s i t i o n ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  o f  t h e s e  h o l d i n g s  mi gh t  have  e x i l e d
F r a n c e ,  d e n i e d  h e r  s h i p s  f r e e  n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e a s ,  and
3
c ha ng ed  t h e  F ren ch  p e o p l e  i n t o  " t h e  C h i n e s e  o f  E u r o p e . "
N o t h i n g  b e t t e r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h e s e  c o l o n i e s  
t h a n  t h e  a l a c r i t y  w i t h  which  Lo ui s  XVIII  and h i s  g ove r nmen t  
p r e s s e d  t h e  o c c u p y i n g  powers  t o  e v a c u a t e  F rench-owned
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t e r r i t o r i e s .  By 1818,  t h e  t a s k  was c o m p l e t e d .  Even s o ,  
F r ench  c o l o n i a l  h o l d i n g s  r e m a i ne d  m i n u s c u l e  when compared wi t h  
t h o s e  h e l d  by E n g l a n d .
For  much o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  had  n o t  been 
t h e  c a s e ,  and t h e  F r ench  wer e  c h a f e d  by t h e s e  memor i es .  I t  
was n a t u r a l ,  t h e n , t h a t  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f l e e t ,  
f o r  t h e  navy had been a p o we r f u l  e x t e r n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
F r ench  c o l o n i a l  power .  The f l e e t  had p a r a d e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
c o l o r s ,  had been i n v o l v e d  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  and d i s c o v e r y  o f  new 
l a n d s ,  and had p r o t e c t e d  French  commerc ia l  i n t e r e s t s .  By 
1815 b u s i n e s s m e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c o t e r i e  o f  t r a d e r s  from t h e  
p o r t  c i t y  o f  B o r d e a u x ,  were  l e a d i n g  a v i g o r o u s  campaign t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f l e e t  and t o  g a i n  g o ve r nmen t  s u p p o r t  in  
r e c a p t u r i n g  m a r k e t s  l o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  
N a p o l e o n i c  e r a .  They were  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  t h e y  were 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  P i e r r e  B a r t h é l é m y  P o r t a l ,  
one o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  t o  t h e  h igh  o f f i c e  o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Navy.  T h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  came a b o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  
w i t h  E l i e  D e c a z e s ,  a r o y a l  f a v o r i t e  and n o m i n a l l y  c h i e f  
m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  g ov e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  A u g u s t i n  D e s s o l e s '  m i n i s t r y . '
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An a d v o c a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  n av a l  p o we r .  P o r t a l  c o n v i n c e d  
t h e  Chamber o f  D e p u t i e s  by 1821 t h a t  a s t r o n g  navy was i n d i s ­
p e n s a b l e  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  and  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  F r a n c e ,  even
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d u r i n g  p e a c e  t i m e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  he a r g u e d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  wer e  
no c o l o n i e s ,  t h e r e  wo u l d  be  no g r e a t  navy and i n  t h i s  p l e a  he 
was j o i n e d  by Vicomt e  J o s e p h  L a i n e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  the I n t e r i o r . ^  
One s h o u l d  keep i n  mind t h a t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Depar tmen t  was a 
b r an ch  o f  t h e  Navy a t  t h a t  t i m e  and would so  remain u n t i l  
1894.  The Chamber r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  e n t r e a t i e s  o f  P o r t a l  and 
L a i n e  and  i n  1821 v o t e d  a b u d g e t  o f  65 m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  f o r  t h e
g
n a v y ,  a g e n e r o u s  g e s t u r e .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  bo t h  men who had
been so v o c i f e r o u s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  navy were  f rom B or d e a u x ,
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t h e  r i c h e s t  p o r t  in F r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n .
When Ge ne r a l  de C l e r m o n t - T o n n e r r e  s u cc e e d e d  P o r t a l
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  he r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e
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f l e e t  was a s s u r e d  a t  l o n g  l a s t .  But  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  had b ee n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  navy and i t s  o v e r a l l  
improvement  a l s o .  Al mos t  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  Chamber ' s  
f i n a n c i a l  g e s t u r e .  Bea u t e m p s - B e a u p r é  r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
o r g a n i z e  a c o r p s  o f  h y d r o g r a p h i c  e n g i n e e r s  w h i c h ,  in c o n j u n c ­
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  navy ,  d e f i n i t i v e l y  c h a r t e d  t h e  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s  
o f  F r a n c e  and many p o r t i o n s  o f  f o r e i g n  s e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  
South  P a c i f i c  where  F r a n c e  would  send  many e x p l o r e r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p e r h a p s  o u t  o f  n o s t a l g i a  f o r  t he  Empire  
when Napoleon  c r e a t e d  an enormous  s c i e n t i f i c  commission which 
accompan i ed  him d u r i n g  h i s  E g y p t i a n  c a m p a i g n ,  o r  p e r h a p s  o u t
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o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  and knowledge  t h a t  e x p l o r a t i o n s  went  hand i n  
w i t h  d o m e s t i c  p o p u l a r i t y  and  c o l o n i a l  p r e s t i g e ,  t h e  government  
w i l l i n g l y  s p o n s o r e d  n a v a l  e x p e d i t i o n s  many o f  which were  
f o rmed  as  s c i e n t i f i c  v e n t u r e s .  T h i s  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g .  In 
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  F r a n c e  was p e r m e a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t  due  i n  no s ma l l  p a r t  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s .  As f a r  back a s  1671 t h e  P a r i s  Academy o f
S c i e n c e s  had r e c e i v e d  f u nds  f rom t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  u n l i k e  t h e
12B r i t i s h  Royal  S o c i e t y .  I n  1689 F r a n c e  began  t o  promote  
s c i e n t i f i c  v oyages  when L o u i s  XIV s e n t  J o s e p h  Donant  S u r i  an
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and o t h e r s  on a b o t a n i z i n g  m i s s i o n  t o  M a r t i n i q u e  and H a i t i .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  g r e a t  s c h o o l s  o f  P a r i s ,  t h e  E co l e  normale
s u p é r i e u r e , t h e  E c o l e  c e n t r a l e  des t r a v a u x , b e t t e r  known by
t h e  t i t l e  E c o l e  p o l y t e c h n i q u e , and t h e  Museum d ' H i s t o i r e
N a t u r e l  1e . a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  growth and d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e
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s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t  i n  F r a n c e .  Many na va l  o f f i c e r s  and h igh  
g ov e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  E c o l e  p o l y t e c h n i q u e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
M o r eo ve r ,  l e g e n d a r y  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  n a v i g a t o r s  had 
a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  
v oyages  and e x p l o r a t i o n  m i s s i o n s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  Loui s  de 
B o u g a i n v i l l e , ^ ^  d u r i n g  a t h r e e - y e a r  voyage ( 1 7 6 6 - 1 7 6 9 ) ,  
d i s c o v e r e d  new p r i z e s  f o r  F r a n c e  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  com­
p l e t e d  v a l u a b l e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s u r v e y s  w e l l  b e f o r e  C a p t a i n  
James C o o k ' s  c e l e b r a t e d  v oy ag es  were c o m p l e t e d  in 1780 . ^^
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J o s ep h  de  Ga l aud de La P i e u s e  d i r e c t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  
g r e a t  French  e x p e d i t i o n  ( 1 7 8 5 - 1 7 8 8 )  and  p e r i s h e d  i n  a s h i p ­
wreck  cn t h e  r e e f  o f  V a n i k o r o  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  S ou th  P a c i f i c .  
Commanding two f r i g a t e s ,  t h e  A s t r o l a b e  and t h e  B o u s s o l e , he 
r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Solomon 
I s l a n d s ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number  and e x t e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  and 
R u s s i a n  P a c i f i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  and t o  c o l l e c t  commercia l  
i n f o r m a t i o n . ^ ^  T h i s  was a good example  o f  a combined m i s s i o n  
which  s e r v e d  as  a v e h i c l e  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
s c i e n c e ,  and commercia l  i n t e r e s t s .  The t r e n d  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
C a p t a i n  N i c o l a s - T ho m as  Baudin commanded t h e  f i r s t
g r e a t  French m a r i t i m e  e x p l o r a t i o n  p a t r o n i z e d  by t h e  s t a t e  i n
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when he c i r c u m n a v i g a t e d  t h e  g l o b e  f rom 
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1800 to  1803.  B a u d i n ' s  own i d e a ,  t h e  p l ans  f o r  t h i s  voyage  
were f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy as e a r l y  as 1798.  
A f t e r  t h e  p r o p o s a l  was examined by a commi t tee  i n  March ,
1 800 ,  i t  was f o r w a r d e d  t o  Napoleon  I who q u i c k l y  ap pr o ve d  i t  
and r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  (now a b ra nc h  o f  
t h e  I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e ) ,  draw up d e t a i l e d  p l a n s  f o r  Ba ud i n .
The c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  d a t a  was h e a v i l y  e m p ha s iz e d  
s i n c e  t h e  government  wan t ed  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s p e c i a l  museum 
c o n s e c r a t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  and s c i e n c e  o f  man. One can s e e  
h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o u r i s h  i n  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  movement which 
l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Mus^e de 1 'Homme. 
P r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  h i s  European a d v e n t u r e ,  Napoleon s p o n s o r e d  
no o t h e r  voyages  which e q u a l l e d  B a u d i n ' s .
19
20
Dur ing  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  nava l  o f f i c e r s  who p r o p o s e d
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  m i s s i o n s  r e c e i v e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y
s y m p a t h e t i c  h e a r i n g s  f rom t h e  gove r nmen t  hea de d  by t h e  Duke
o f  R i c h e l i e u  a n d ,  more s o ,  f rom Count  V i l l e l e  o f  T o u l o u s e  who
was P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u nc i l  f o r  a number  o f  y e a r s  ( 1 8 2 1 - 2 7 ) .
A f o r m e r  nava l  o f f i c e r  h i m s e l f ,  he and h i s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e
Navy,  Aime, Count  o f  C l e r m o n t - T o n n e r r e ,  t e n d e d  t o  p a t r o n i z e
t h e  f l e e t  w he r e a s  P o r t a l  had been more a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e
demands o f  p r i v a t e  co mmer c i a l  p r o p o s a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e
eman at i ng  f rom t h e  Bo rdeaux  l o b b y .  Under  C l e r m o n t - T o n n e r r e ,
t h e  c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was c e n t r a l i z e d  and t h e  i n f l u e n c e
21o f  commercia l  i n t e r e s t s  was r e d u c e d .
L o u i s - C l a u d e  F r e y c i n e t ,  f o r m e r l y  a member o f  t h e  
Baudin s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  in 1816,  p r o p o s e d  one o f  t h e  
f i r s t  l ong  voyages  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  f o u n d ­
i ng  members o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t - m i n d e d  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  
P a r i s ,  a p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  h i gh  g ov e r n me n t  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  
F r e y c i n e t  p r o p o s ed  an a m b i t i o u s  voyage .  S i n c e  h i s  was a 
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  he i n v i t e d  no 
s c i e n t i s t s  t o  j o i n  him,  b u t  he r e c a l l e d  f rom h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  
w i t h  t h e  Baudin m i s s i o n  t h a t  a group o f  s c i e n t i s t s  was d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l .  He p r e f e r r e d  n ava l  o f f i c e r s ,  " m a r i n e  
s a v a n t s , "  and t h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  seemed t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h o s e  
commanders who f o l l o w e d  him.  Emphas iz i ng  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  
and n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  drew up
F r e y c i n e t ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  h i s  voyage  ( 1 8 1 7 -1 82 0)  t o  t h e  
22
S out h  P a c i f i c .
20
The Naval  M i n i s t r y  p a i d  f o r  h i s  voyage and  i t  was 
p r o n o u n c e d  a s u c c e s s .  Whi le  t h e r e  wer e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i s c o v e r i e s ,  F r e y c i n e t ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e p o r t s  wer e  v a l u a b l e  and 
e x h a u s t i v e  and h i s  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  wer e  i m p r e s ­
s i v e .  These  i m p r e s s i v e  a c q u i s i t i o n s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Sout h  P a c i f i c  and e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  gove r nment
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t o  d i s p a t c h  o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n s .  T h e r e  would be one ma j or  
d i f f e r e n c e :  o t h e r  commanders  c a r r i e d  s e c r e t  o r d e r s  which
r e q u e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l  and co mmer c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  F r e y c i n e t ' s  
s o l e  a i m,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  had been s c i e n t i f i c  r e c o n n a i s ­
s a n c e .
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  Lou i s  XVIII  was b e i n g  p r a i s e d  p u b l i c l y
f o r  h i s  own s u p p o r t  o f  n a v a l  e x p e d i t i o n s  by 1820:
One can say  w i t h  a l l  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  Louis  XVIII  has 
s u r p a s s e d  a l l  t h a t  which  h as  been a c c o m p l i s h e d  by 
o t h e r  s o v e r e i g n s .  H a r d l y  f i v e  y e a r s  have p a s s e d ,  
and a l r e a d y  u n d e r  h i s  o r d e r s  v e s s e l s  e x p l o r e  
unknown s h o r e s  where  knowledge  i s  i m p e r f e c t .  By 
h i s  a c t i o n s  and s u p p o r t ,  he r e n d e r s  i m p o r t a n t  
s e r v i c e s  t o  g e o g r a p h y ,  n a v i g a t i o n ,  and commerce .
S i n c e  t h i s  f l a t t e r y  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  An na l es  M a r i t i m e s  e t
C o l on i  a l  e s , an " o f f i c i a l "  n a v a l  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i t  may have
r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s t u t e n e s s  o f  t h e  Naval M i n i s t r y  more
t h a n  t h e  m o n a r c h ' s  a c t u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A w e a r y ,  o l d
g e n t l e m a n ,  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  a w h e e l c h a i r ,  L o u i s  XVIII
was o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s  f rom h i s  d e a t h b e d  i n  1820.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
he was c o m m a n d e r - i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  navy and t h r o u g h o u t  h i s
r e i g n  h i s  s e l e c t i o n s  f o r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy, p a r t i c u l a r l y
P o r t a l  and Aime, were  e x c e l l e n t  i n  t h a t  bo t h  men were
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i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  f l e e t  and s p o n s o r i n g  numerous  
e x p e d i t i o n s .
Commanders o f  t h e s e  voyages  u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h r e e
s e t s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s :  m i n i s t e r i a l  o r d e r s  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  work
t o  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  and s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  i t i n e r a r y  j u d g e d  t o
25 /
be t h e  mos t  a d v a n t a g e o u s ;  Memoires from t h e  Depot  o f  Maps 
and P l a n s  which  f u r n i s h e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  s a f e  p a s s a g e  
( s e a s o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  c l i m a t e ,  winds ,  c u r r e n t s )  p l u s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  h y d r o g r a p h i c  work t o  be a c c o m p l i s h e d ;  a n d ,  
d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  I n s t i t u t , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Academy o f  
S c i e n c e s ,  which g o v e r n e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
C a p t a i n  L o u i s - I s i d o r e  Duper rey  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e d  t h e  
g l o b e  ( 1 8 2 2 -1 8 2 5 )  u n d e r  o r d e r s  f rom t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y ,  
and t h e  M o n i t e u r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  government  had e x p r e s s e d  
a d e s i r e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  D u p e r r e y ' s  m i s s i o n  t o  " h a v e  in  
t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  P o l y n e s i a  and A u s t r a l i a  a few p l a c e s  where
27F r e nc h  s h i p s  c o u l d  t r a n s p l a n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and i t s  b e n e f i t s . "  
T h i s  i s  an e a r l y  h a r b i n g e r  o f  a theme which p e r v a d e s  t h e  
F r en ch  c o l o n i a l  e x p e r i e n c e - - m i s s i o n  c i v i l i s a t r i c e .
Whi l e  t h e  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  Du pe r rey  d u r i n g  
t h i s  v o ya ge  was s c i e n t i f i c  i n  n a t u r e ,  he d i d  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a p r o p e r  s i t e  f o r  a c o l o n y  on t h e  w e s t  
c o a s t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  and he was o r d e r e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  a d o c k i n g
b a s i n  w h e r e  v e s s e l s  c o u l d  p u t  i n t o  p o r t  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s
28f o l l o w i n g  l on g  v o y a g e s .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  F rench  were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  a p o l i c y  o f  p o i n t s  
d ' a p p u i .
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D u p p e r e y ' s  voyage  c r e a t e d  a commot ion a f t e r  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  one o f  h i s  r e p o r t s  in  t h e  M o n i t e u r  which
p r a i s e d  t o  t h e  u t m o s t  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  and c i v i l i z i n g  work
29a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  T a h i t i  by E n g l i s h  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  C a t h o l i c
o p i n i o n  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  So u t h  Seas  were  a
b a s t i o n  o f  h e r e s y . R e l i g i o u s  z e a l  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  a
“war  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s " ,  a p r o s e l y t i z i n g  w a r ,  i n  t h e  South
P a c i f i c ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  o f  C h a r l e s  X h e s i t a t e d
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b e f o r e  becomi ng  i n v o l v e d  s e r i o u s l y .
J e a n  R i v e s ,  a French  a d v e n t u r e r  who had been 
s e c r e t a r y  t o  H aw a i i a n  King L i h o l i h o ,  t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  
g o ve r nm en t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i r e  P r o t e s t a n t  t h r e a t  i n  t h e  
P a c i f i c .  He met  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  a t  f i r s t .  On t h e  o t h e r  
h an d ,  he was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c o n v i n c i n g  t h e  Church t h a t  some­
t h i n g  mus t  be d o ne .  He soon p e r s u a d e d  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Semi na ry  o f  F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s  in F rance  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  Holy 
See  t o  s e n d  C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  O c e a n i a .  Pope Leo XII 
( 1 8 2 3 - 2 9 )  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e s e  p l e a s  and c h a r g e d  t h e  Congr ega­
t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  o f  J e s u s  and Mary,  a l s o  known as t h e  
P i c p u s ,  w i t h  t h i s  a r d u o u s  t a s k .  T h e i r s  was t h e  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  
m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  South P a c i f i c  and s e t  t h e  groundwork
f o r  Gr e go ry  X VI ' s  ( 1 83 1- 18 46)  “war  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s "  d u r i n g
32
t h e  J u l y  Monarchy .
E x p e d i t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  when Baron H y a c i n t h e  de Bou­
g a i n v i l l e ,  son o f  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
n a v i g a t o r  and f o r m e r  member o f  B a u d i n ' s  t e a m ,  s e t  o u t  in 1824
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w i t h  o r d e r s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  open o f f i c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cochin-
C h i n a ,  t o  show t h e  f l a g ,  and t o  p r o t e c t  commerce ( wh a l i ng
f l e e t s ) .  A c t u a l l y  t h e s e  o r d e r s  s e r v e d  t o  c o v e r  a s e c r e t
m i s s i o n  which e n t a i l e d  a t h o r o u g h  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p o r t  o f
S i n g a p o r e  in  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i t s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and
t o  s t u d y  t h e  b e s t  means f o r  an a t t a c k .  T h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s
were l a b e l l e d  "Very S e c r e t "  and were  t o  be  d e s t r o y e d  i f  t h e y
were  l i k e l y  t o  f a l l  i n t o  o t h e r  h a n d s .  E n g l i s h  s u c c e s s e s  in
t h e  F a r  E a s t  had w o r r i e d  t h e  F rench  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  some t i m e ,
and o f f i c i a l s  were  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i r r i t a t e d  w i t h  B r i t i s h
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e n c r o a c h m e n t s  in S i n g a p o r e .
B o u g a i n v i l l e  was a l s o  commanded t o  c o m p l e t e  a s u r ve y  
o f  t h e  Swan R i v e r  a r e a  on t h e  wes t  c o a s t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  a t e r r i ­
t o r y  which t h e  F r en ch  had c o v e t e d  f o r  some t i m e ,  e v i d e n t l y .  
D u p e r r e y  had r e c e i v e d  s i m i l a r  o r d e r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  S c i e n t i f i c  
r e s e a r c h  r e c e i v e d  l o w e r  p r i o r i t y  compared w i t h  t h e  two p r e ­
v i o u s  voyages  s i n c e  B o u g a i n v i l l e ' s  t a s k  was p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i ­
c a l .  Not  u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  he f a i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s  wi t h  
C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  b u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  and commercia l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  which he b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  was o f  t h e
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f i r s t  o r d e r  and f u l f i l l e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  aim o f  h i s  m i s s i o n .  
M o r eo ve r ,  h i s  voyage a g a i n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  French  had 
embarked  on a s e a r c h  f o r  p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i , and  h i s  s e c r e t  o r d e r s  
showed t h a t  t h e  F rench  f e a r e d  B r i t a i n ' s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a ims.
Th i s  p o l i c y  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t  in i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  
t o  J u l e s  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e .  They w er e :  t o  make a s e a r c h  f o r
24
a n c h o r a g e s  c a p a b l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  l a r g e  w a r s h i p s  " w i t h o u t  which
o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  E n g l i s h  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  and
t h e  F a r  E a s t  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e ; "  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a p r o p e r  p l a c e
f o r  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  o f  c r i m i n a l s ;  t o  make an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f
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a p o r t i o n  of  New Z e a l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  c o a s t .
The i n t e r e s t  i n  New Z e a l a n d  stemmed from t h e  p a s t  a d v e n t u r e s
o f  Baron C h a r l e s  de T h i e r r y  who c l a i m e d  o w n e r s h i p  o f  p a r t  of
New Z e a l a n d  on v e r y  t e n u o u s  g r o u n d s .  A f t e r  e n c o u n t e r i n g  many
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  p u r s u i n g  h i s  c l a i m ,  he c ed e d  t h e  l a n d  t o
F r a n c e  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  gov er nmen t  c h a r g e d  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e
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wi t h  a p r e l i m i n a r y  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  a r e a .  The F rench  knew
t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  were p r e p a r i n g  t o  c u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  I s thmus
o f  D ar i e n  ( f o r m e r  name f o r  t h e  I s t hm us  o f  P a na m a) ,  and t h e y
eyed New Z e a l a n d  f o r  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  p u r p o s e s  — an i m p o r t a n t
p o i n t  d ' a p p u i , o r  p e r h a p s  more t h a n  t h a t ,  s i n c e  a can a l  would
p l a c e  i t  much c l o s e r  t o  F r a nc e  in  l e n g t h  o f  s a i l i n g  t ime
( s i x  w e e k s ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  F ran ce  might  be a b l e  t o  s e i z e  t h e
c a n a l  in  c a s e  war  o c c u r r e d  and f rom h e r  p o i n t s  d ' appui  she
c o u l d  menace t h e  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i e s  and d o m i n a t e  Amer ican 
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commerce.
I t  i s  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  t h e  Counc i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,
e n s c o n c e d  i n  P a r i s  and i s o l a t e d  f rom t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t ime  and
d i s t a n c e  in t h e  P a c i f i c ,  s e r i o u s l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h
would p e r m i t  F r a n c e  t o  occupy t e r r i t o r y  c l a i m e d  on Baron de
T h i e r r y ' s  d u b i o u s  g r o u n d s .  I t  was n o t  t o  b e .  A l t ho ugh  t h e
J u l y  Monarchy would  t r y  t o  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  w i t h  a c o l o n i z i n g  
e f f o r t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  q u i c k l y  c i r c u m v e n t e d  F rench  d e s i g n s . ^8
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Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  on e  o f  t h e  most  c e l e b r a t e d  m a r i n e r s  
i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  n av a l  h i s t o r y ,  c o m pl e t ed  a t h r e e - y e a r  
( 1 8 2 6 - 2 9 )  voyage  which was t h e  l a s t  m a j o r  e x p e d i t i o n  accomp­
l i s h e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n .  The p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  j o u r n e y  was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  which 
t h e  g o ve r nm en t  p l a c e d  on A u s t r a l i a  and New Z e a l a n d  a s  s i t e s  
f o r  c o l o n i e s  and  p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i . Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  p e r s o n a l  
m o t i v e s  a p p e a r  t o  have  d e v e l o p e d  o u t  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  
s c i e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b o t a n y ,  and o u t  o f  h i s  own r e s t l e s s n e s s .  
In h i s  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e ,  he 
p r o p o s e d  many s c i e n t i f i c  t a s k s  a n d ,  as  a r e s u l t ,  h i s  voyage 
was one o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s c i e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a ­
t i o n .  Not  o n l y  d i d  he e x p l o r e  a number  o f  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s ,  
b u t  he c o l l e c t e d  i m p o r t a n t  e t h n o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  and
b r o u g h t  back an amazing c o l l e c t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  .
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s p e c i m e n s .  Georges  C u v i e r ,  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c i e n t i s t ,  
was p l e a s e d  immensely  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  voyage and t h e  
r i c h  c o l l e c t i o n s  and r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  t h a t
t h e  Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  now e n j o y e d  an e m b a r r a s s  de
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r i c h e s s e s .
Al t hou gh  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  f o l l o w e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s
i s s u e d  by t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  r e g a r d i n g  a n c h o r a g e  s i t e s  and
s i t e s  f o r  pena l  c o l o n i e s ,  he  was n o t  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e i r
f u t u r e .  He r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a l l  o f  A u s t r a l i a  was u n d e r  B r i t i s h
c o n t r o l  and t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a c o l o n y  i n  New Z e a l a n d
were  h a z a r d o u s  due t o  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  and b a r b a r i t y  o f  t h e  
41n a t i v e s .
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Even t hou gh  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  voyage  was t h e  mos t
i m p o r t a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  s i n c e  t h a t  o f  La P e r o u s e ,
a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  i t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  members o f
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  s uch  as  t h e s e  s h o u l d  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d
" s c i e n t i s t s "  i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word .  In t h e
m a i n ,  t h e y  were  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  p e d e s t r i a n  work
o f  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a ,  wh e r e a s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  s uch  a s  Geor ges
y
C u v i e r ,  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  de La ma rck ,  E t i e n n e  G e o f f r o y  S a i n t  
H i l a i r e ,  and o t h e r s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  d a t a  and d i d  t h e  t h e o r i z ­
i ng  which mus t  l i e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
a c h i e v e m e n t s .  The p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  B ac on ia n  i d e a s  on i n d u c ­
t i o n  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  n o t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  does  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  d a t a  e x c e p t  t o  l e t  them 
f a l l  n e a t l y  i n t o  a t h e o r e t i c a l  s chema.
Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  voyage  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  f i r s t  
s c i e n t i f i c  commiss ion  c r e a t e d  by p o s t - N a p o l e o n i c  g o v e r n m e n t s  
and t h e  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e d  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
J u l y  Monarchy.  D e s i g n a t e d  t h e  Commission s c i e n t i f i q u e  de l a  
Mo r^ e , t h i s  u n i q u e  a s s e m b l a g e  had been  c r e a t e d  f o l l o w i n g  a 
p r o p o s a l  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  Headed 
by Co lo ne l  Bory S t .  V i n c e n t ,  t h e  co mmi ss ion  r e c e i v e d  i t s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom t h r e e  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t : t h e
Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  Academy o f  B e l l e s - L e t t r e s ,  and Beaux-  
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A r t s .  Al though  t h e  members o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  
a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  G e o f f r o y  S a i n t - H i 1 a i  r e  was 
n o t  v e r y  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  in h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Academy o f
27
S c i e n c e s .  Remarking t h a t  t h e  Morea was n o t  a v e r y  e x c i t i n g
p l a c e  [ one  s u p p o s e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ] ,  he  g r a n t e d  t h a t
“ s h o u l d  t h e  g ov e r n m e n t  need  t o  u n d e r t a k e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s
h e r e , "  i t  would  p r o f i t  f rom t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  which  t h e  commis- 
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Sion g a t h e r e d .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  had p l a c e d  a 
c a r e e r  army o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  head o f  t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  co mmi ss i on ;  
h ow ev e r ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u r p r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  b ack gr oun d  
o f  t h e  Greek s t r u g g l e  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .
The e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Morea and t h e  v oyages  men t io ne d  
h e r e t o f o r e  were  i n s p i r e d  by a melange  o f  m o t i v e s ,  y e t  t h e r e  
i s  a s i n g l e  t h r e a d — s c i e n c e - - w h i c h  t i e s  them t o g e t h e r  i n  a 
s i n g l e  bond.  Of t h e  l e n g t h y  voyages  f und ed  by t h e  R e s t o r a ­
t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  n e a r l y  a l l  were  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t h e  South  
P a c i f i c  and t h e  Far  E a s t .  Some o f  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  k i n d l e d  
t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  c o l o n i e s  and p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i , and t h e  d e s i r e  
i t s e l f  s t i m u l a t e d  o t h e r  v o y a g e s .  The g o v e r n m e n t  g i n g e r l y  
s u p p o r t e d  a k i n d  o f  t e n t a t i v e  e x p a n s i o n i s m  and r e s o r t e d  to  
s e c r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  B r i t i s h  r e t a l i a t i o n .
As t h i s  g r a v e  e f f o r t  u n f o l d e d ,  t h e  F r e n c h  a t t e m p t e d  to  
s o l v e  a more i m m ed i a t e  m a t t e r - - t h e  l a c k  o f  manpower in  t h e  o l d
c o l o n i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s u g a r  c o l o n i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  f rom t h e
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a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e  t r a d e  in  1815.  French p u b l i c  o p i n i o n
r e g a r d e d  t h e s e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  laws as  a d e v i o u s  B r i t i s h  p l o t
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c o n c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  F rench  commerce .
The p r o s p e c t  o f  a c a t a s t r o p h i c  l o s s  o f  manpower in 
t h e  A n t i l l e s  c o l o n i e s  f o r c e d  French  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  c o n s i d e r
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f o u n d i n g  new c o l o n i e s  de c u l t u r e  ( p l a n t a t i o n  c o l o n i e s )  w i t h  
t h e  a i d  o f  Ch in es e  w o r k e r s .  The D u t c h ,  P o r t u g u e s e  and t h e  
B r i t i s h  had used t h i s  l a b o r  s o u r c e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  p a s t .
I f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  d i d  n o t  p r o d u c e  good r e s u l t s ,  t h e  g o v e r n ­
ment  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  l a b o r e r s  such as I n d i a n s ,
46c o n v i c t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and even o r p h a n s .
C o l o n i a l  p l a n s  were  soon underway when a c ommi t t ee
headed  by M. F o r e s t i e r ,  C o u n s e l o r  o f  S t a t e  and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
o f  t h e  Commit tee  f o r  t h e  Navy,  met  on 26 Augus t  1816.  The
c o m m i t t e e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a c o l o n y  c o u l d  be d ev e l op ed  and
m a i n t a i n e d  on t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  M ad a g a s c a r  where f o o d s t u f f s
would be c u l t i v a t e d  by " n a t u r e l s "  who,  l i k e  s l a v e s ,  would be
e x p e c t e d  t o  commit  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  under  t h e
s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  c o l o n s  s e n t  f rom F r a n c e .  In  1817 w h i l e
t e c h n i c i a n s  were e n r o u t e  t o  Madagasca r  t o  beg i n  o p e r a t i o n s
Count  Mole ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy,  a d j o u r n e d  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s
47due t o  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  e x c e s s i v e  c o s t s .
C o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  French  Guiana  was a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  wi t h
d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s .  A g a i n ,  C h i n e s e  l a b o r  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o
be t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  l a b o r ,  and Baron P o r t a l  h i m s e l f  p r e s i d e d
o v e r  a co mmi t t e e  i n  1818 which drew up p l a n s  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e
w o r k e r s  t o  Gui ana .  The p l a n  ended i n  f a i l u r e  due t o  s t i f f
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C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  l a w s .
Yet  t h e  gove r nment  p e r s i s t e d  a f t e r  a c o l o n i a l  p u b l i ­
c i s t ,  M. C a t i n e a u - L a r o c h e ,  p romoted  a scheme which a l l o w e d  a 
p r i v a t e  company t o  b r i n g  French p e a s a n t s  t o  Guiana .  When
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t h i s  p l a n  f a i l e d ,  t h e  company r e c r u i t e d  m i l i t a r y  men and 
a p p r e n t i c e d  o r p h a n s ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l .  The h o s t i l e  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t ,  d i s e a s e ,  and p r i m i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  d e f e a t e d  t h e
c o l o n i a l  w i l l  o f  t h e  F r e n c h ,  and f u r t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t  p l a n s
49wer e  t e m p o r a r i l y  s h e l v e d  by 1824.
A s i m i l a r  f a t e  awa i ted  e f f o r t s  t o  t r a n s f o r m  French
h o l d i n g s  i n  S en ega l  i n t o  a permanent  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l o n y  due
t o  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  f l o o d i n g  o f  t h e  S enega l  r i v e r ,  and
t h e  g e n e r a l  a n t i p a t h y  t o  f a rm ing  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S e n g a l e s e .
R a t h e r  t h a n  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  g ove r nment  d e c i d e d
t o  m a i n t a i n  a p e r m an en t  b a s e  of  o p e r a t i o n s  (an i n t e r i o r  p o i n t
d ' a p p u i ) which c o u l d  be u t i l i z e d  by e x p l o r e r s  w i s h i n g  t o
p e n e t r a t e  t h e  Sudan .  T h i s  a r ra n g e me n t  p e r m i t t e d  f u t u r e
e x p l o r e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy t o  t r a v e l  deep  i n t o  t h e
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A f r i c a n  h e a r t l a n d .
A l o n g s i d e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  d e v e l o p  
c o l o n i e s  de c u l t u r e  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  commerce,  commerc ia l  
h o u s e s  i n  t h e  G i r o nd e  promoted t h e i r  own w e l f a r e  w i t h  t h e  a i d  
o f  t h e i r  b e s t  a l l y ,  Baron P o r t a l .  With h i s  a i d ,  s e v e r a l  
f i r m s  r e c e i v e d  g ov er nmen t  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  new 
m a r k e t s ,  and i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  e f f e c t  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  
c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t .
For  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  go v er n me n t ,  w i s h i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
s h i p o w n e r s  t o  t r a d e  in  t h e  E a s t ,  p ro mi s ed  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  t e x t i l e s ,  c o f f e e s  and s u g a r s  t a k e n  a b o a r d  in  
China p r o p e r ,  t h e  i m p o r t  d u t i e s  would be r e d u c e d  by f i f t y  p er
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c e n t .  A r o y a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  2 O c t o b e r  1817 t h e n  e x t e n d e d  s i m i l a r
p r i v i l e g e s  t o  a l l  s h i p s  which  wer e  o u t f i t t e d  b e f o r e  t h e
r e t u r n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o n e s  which  had t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
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t a r i f f  o f f e r .  T h e s e  t a r i f f  p r i v i l e g e s  p r o v o k e d  a c e r t a i n  
amount  o f  j e a l o u s l y ,  and  Baron P o r t a l  was a c c u s e d  o f  h av i ng  
a r r a n g e d  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  s o l e  p r o f i t  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  t h e
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B a l g u e r i e s ,  who were  i m p o r t a n t  s h i p o w n e r s  f rom B o r d e a u x .
In f a i r n e s s ,  however-,  i t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  mos t  o f  
t h o s e  who e n j o y e d  p r o f i t s  as  a r e s u l t  o f  low i m p o r t  d u t i e s  
were  B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p e r s  as  a whole  s i n c e  t h e y  t r a d e d  w i t h
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E a s t e r n  m e r c h a n t s  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r  p o r t s .
Some t w e n t y - f i v e  e x p e d i t i o n s  wer e  s e n t  t o  t h e  F a r  E a s t  i n  l e s s
t h a n  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n d u c e m e n t s ,  and a
54
g r e a t  commer c i a l  f u t u r e  seemed a s s u r e d .
But  t h e  dream soon f a d e d .  P r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t s
f a i l e d  to c o n t i n u e  d ue  t o  o b j e c t i o n s  f rom s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  in
t h e  A n t i l l e s ,  and more i m p o r t a n t l y .  Emperor  G i a - L o n g ,  r u l e r
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o f  C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  grew i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n c o o p e r a t i v e .  The 
F r en ch  g o ve r nm en t  d i s p a t c h e d  two o f f i c i a l  m i s s i o n s  t o  h i s  
c o u r t  in Annam h op ing  t o  o b t a i n  an a u d i e n c e  w i t h  Gia-Long 
s i n c e  he owed F rance  a p o l i t i c a l  d e b t . ^ ^  A c h i l l e  K e r g a r i o u  
and C a p t a i n  Courson  de l a  V i l l e - H e l i o  b o t h  t r i e d  t o  win an 
a u d i e n c e  and bo th  f a i l e d .  The o l d  Emperor  d i e d  i n  1821 and 
was s u c c e e d e d  by h i s  s o n ,  Minh-Hang who f l a t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  French t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  and t h e  J u l y  
Monarchy.  A m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  C o c h i n - C h i n a  would 
e v e n t u a l l y  b e g i n  u n d e r  Napoleon  I I I . ^ ^
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And so t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  drew t o  a c l o s e .  L i t t l e  had 
been a c c o m p l i s h e d  in  t h e  Fa r  E a s t  and l i t t l e  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  
r e g a r d i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  y e t  t h e  dream o f  e x p a n s i o n ­
ism had r e v i v e d .  T e n t a t i v e  f i r s t  s t e p s  were  t a k e n  when t h e  
gov er nmen t  began  t o  c o v e t  s i t e s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a p en a l  c o l o n y  
i n  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  and  f o r  a n c h o r a g e s  in A u s t r a l i a n  w a t e r s ,  
and when F r a n c e  s o u g h t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  de T h i e r r y ' s  q u e s t i o n ­
a b l e  c l a i m  t o  p a r t  o f  New Z e a l a n d .  Us ing s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i ­
t i o n s  and v o y a g e u r s  c a r r y i n g  s e c r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  
g o ve r nm en t  a l s o  s e a r c h e d  f o r  f a v o r a b l e  p o i n t s  d ' appui  b u t  
found none w o r t h  t h e  gambl e .  Eng lan d  was s i m p l y  t o o  p o w e r f u l ,  
F r a n c e  r e m a i n e d  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  B r i t i s h  n a v a l  r e t a l i a t i o n  
and d a r e d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  h e r  i n  t h e  South  P a c i f i c .  T i morous  
on t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e  F r en ch  were  s u r p r i s i n g l y  a g g r e s s i v e  on l a n d  
when i n  1829 C h a r l e s  X ' s  f o r c e s  moved a g a i n s t  t h e  Regency o f  
A l g e r i a .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  were  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  F r en ch  commi t t men t  in  A f r i c a  in  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  and’ r a i s e d  no s e r i o u s  o b j e c t i o n s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
t h e  A l g e r i a n  v e n t u r e  w i l l  be a n a l y z e d  in c h a p t e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  
"The R e s t o r a t i o n . "
In t andem w i t h  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
s p i r i t ,  F r en ch  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were  s e n t  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  where  
t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  Anglo - Saxon  P r o t e s t a n t  t h r e a t .  
O t h e r  g r o u p s ,  commer c i a l  h o u s e s ,  were  a l s o  w i l l i n g  t o  c h a l ­
l e n g e  B r i t i s h  a s c e n d a n c y  when t h e  gove r nment  o f f e r e d  
a t t r a c t i v e  t a r i f f  i n d u c e m e n t s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  t r a d e  i n  t h e
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E a s t .  B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  gove r nmen t  i n  t h i s  
s t r u g g l e  and so a mi nor  commerc ia l  s k i r m i s h  e ns ued  i n  C o c h i n -  
Ch in a .
O t h e r  s t r a t e g i e s  w e r e  employed i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  
r e v i v e  t h e  commerc ia l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
F r a n c e ' s  commercia l  h e a l t h  h a v i n g  been i m p a i r e d  by t h e  l o s s  
o f  s l a v e  l a b o r  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  A n t i l l e s  c o l o n i e s  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  1815.  The r e t r o c e d e d  
c o l o n i e s  wer e  u n p r o d u c t i v e ,  y e t  o u t  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n  F ra nc e  
t u r n e d  them i n t o  l a b o r a t o r i e s  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s ch eme s — c o l o n i e s  de c u l t u r e . French  b u r e a u c r a t s  s t i l l  
b l i n d l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o l d  m e r c a n t i l i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  of  t h e  
a n c i e n  r ég i me  and were  c h a g r i n e d  by f a i l u r e s  in  Senegal  and 
Gu i an a .
Naval  o f f i c e r s ,  a n x i o u s  f o r  p r o m o t i o n s  and fame,  
p r o p o s e d  voyages  and e x p e d i t i o n s ,  o f t e n  i n  t h e  name o f  
s c i e n c e ,  and  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  w i l l i n g l y  s p o n s o r e d  many o f  them 
s i n c e  p o l i t i c a l  and commer c i a l  aims were  so e a s i l y  t i e d  w i t h
t h e s e  j o u r n i e s .  The Naval  M i n i s t r y  and t h e  I n s t i  t u t
c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  and p u b l i c i z e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  t h e r e b y  d e r i v i n g  f rom them a c e r t a i n  amount  
o f  g l o r y  and g lamor  f o r  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n .
When t h e  p e r i o d  c l o s e d ,  t h e  o l d  f a m i l i a r  mot ives
were  e v e r y w h e r e  e v i d e n t - - G o d , g l o r y  and g o l d  (commerce) .  But
t h e r e  was a new e l e m e n t — s c i e n c e - - b o r n  o u t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  and 
growth o f  s c i e n c e  i n  F r a n c e .  I f  s c i e n c e  i n t e r e s t e d  t h e  men o f  
t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  i t  f a s c i n a t e d  t h e  men o f  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.
CHAPTER I I I
THE JULY MONARCHY
F r a n c e  was a w o r l d  l e a d e r  i n  i m p o r t a n t  s c i e n t i f i c
d e v e l o p m e n t s .  The names o f  French men o f  s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t
h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  g r e a t  o n e s :  Georges
y
C u v i e r ,  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  de Lamarck,  E t i e n n e  G e o f f r o y  S a i n t -  
H i l a i r e ,  A d r i e n  L e g e n d r e ,  Gaspard Monge, J e a n  F o u r i e r ,
A u g u s t i n  Cachy ,  J .  L. L a g r a n g e ,  P i e r r e  L a P l a c e ,  J .  F r e s n e l ,
X \
Andre Ampere ,  Sadi  C a r n o t ,  J .  . .  G a y - L u s s a c ,  and F r a n ç o i s  
A r ago .  S o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  most  o f  them p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e x p e d i t i o n s  which t h e  gover nment  s p o n s o r e d .
As has  been  shown i n  C h a p t e r  I I ,  t h e  French  gov er nmen t  had a 
l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  government  s p o n s o r s h i p  of  e x p l o r a t o r y  voyages  
and s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  bu t  t h e  p r o c e s s  a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.
F o ur  m a j o r  s c i e n t i f i c  commiss ions  were  c r e a t e d  by 
L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e ' s  g ov er n me n t :  Commission s c i e n t i f i q u e
d ' I s l a n d e  e t  Gr o en l an d  ( 1 8 3 5 - 3 6 ) ,  Commission s c i e n t i f i q u e  du
Nord ( 1 8 3 9 - 4 0 ) ,  Commission s c i e n t i f i q u e  d ' A b b y s i n i e  ( 1 9 3 9 - 4 3 ) ,  
and Commission s c i e n t i f i q u e  de 1 ' A l g é r i e  ( 1 8 4 0 - 4 2 ) .  Numerous
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voyages  and e x p e d i t i o n s  were  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  t h e  
most  c e l e b r a t e d  was p r o b a b l y  t h a t  o f  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  who 
c i r c u m n a v i g a t e d  t h e  g l o b e  f o r  t h e  second t i m e  ( 1 8 3 7 - 4 0 ) .  
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  h i m s e l f  gave  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which o r d e r e d  him t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  South P a c i f i c  i n  s e a r c h  o f  
t h e  m a g n e t i c  South  P o l e .  Thus i t  i s  t o  L o u i s  P h i l i p p e  t h a t  
one must  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  f i r s t  i d e a  o f  a voyage  t o  A n t a r c t i c a . ^  
But L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  r e i g n  was n o t  e p o c h a l  when com­
pa r ed  w i t h  o t h e r  E u ro pe an  r u l e r s .  Son o f  a r e g i c i d e ,  n o t  
born i n t o  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n e  o f  Bourbon s u c c e s s i o n ,  h i s  l e g i t i m a c y  
was a lways  i n  q u e s t i o n .  J a c q u e s  C h a s t e n e t  r e c e n t l y  w r o t e ,  
" L o u i s - P h i l i p a r d  i s  a d e n i g r a t i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  e v o k i n g  b o u r g e o i s  
hypocr i sy , "  and h i s  comment s p e a k s  t o  t h e  k i n g ' s  manner  and 
a p p e a r a n c e  which  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  minds o f  many a s o r t  o f  r o y a l
a n t i - h e r o  whose b o u r g e o i s  a f f e c t a t i o n s  made him a t a r g e t  f o r
2
c a r i c a t u r e s  and u g l y  c a n a r d s  i n  t h e  French p r e s s .
F e l i x  P o n t e i l  h a r d l y  f l a t t e r s  t h e  O r l e a n i s t  s o v e r e i g n  
when he c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  " i f  e v e r  t h e r e  was a k i n g  who l a c k e d  a 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e n s e ,  i t  was L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  . . . who
3
s q u a n d e r e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r . "  Al s o  i t  
has  been a l l e g e d  t h a t  he was i l l  s e r v e d  by an u n i m a g i n a t i v e  
m i n i s t e r ,  F r a n ç o i s  G u i z o t ,  d u r i n g  a decade  which demanded 
i m a g i n a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p .  A c o n t e m p o r a r y  j o u r n a l i s t  s t r e s s e d  
t h i s  a t t r i b u t e  s i n c e  " ce  qui  f a i t  q u ' e n  F r a n c e  i l  f a u t  de 
l ' i m a g i n a t i o n  aux hommes d ' é t a t ,  c ' e s t  que l e  p e u p l e  en a u r a
4
t o u j o u r s  p l u s  q u ' e u x . "  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e
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u n f l a t t e r i n g  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s ,  accompanied  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
f a i l u r e  t o  r a t t l e  s a b r e s  w i t h  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  
have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .
A l t h o ug h  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  l a c k  o f  / c l a t  and h i s  
j u s t e - m i l i e u  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  m i g h t  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
s u r f a c e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a " f l a b b y  and f u t i l e "  r e i g n , ^  h i s  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d i d  g i v e  F r a n c e  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o f  p e a c e ,  and 
he m a i n t a i n e d  a t h r o n e  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  " i l l e g i t i m a t e "  a p p e a r ­
a n c e .  In t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  h ow e ve r ,  t h e  m o n a r c h ' s  f l e x i b i l i t y  and 
p r u d e n c e  i n  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  p r odu ced  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r e s u l t s  
which have  n o t  b ee n  e m p h a s i z e d  enough n o r  t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e d  
h e r e t o f o r e .
E i g h t e e n  p e a c e f u l  y e a r s  were  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
b e c a u s e  F r a n c e  was g i v e n  a r e s p i t e  f rom war  so t h a t  e x p l o r e r s  
and m i l i t a r y  t e c h n i c i a n s  c o u l d  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  h e r  
g r e a t  e m p i r e  a t  a c r u c i a l  e a r l y  d a t e .  Though t h i s  a c t i o n  i s  
m e n t i o n e d  in  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  d e v e l o p e d .  
Why n o t ?  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  few have s e a r c h e d  beyond  t h e  d i p l o ­
m a t i c  r e c o r d s  and b e c a u s e  t h e  deeds  o f  t h e  g r a n d  p e r i o d  o f  
l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i m p e r i a l i s m  have o v e r s ha do we d  e a r l i e r  
e f f o r t s  no l e s s  i m p o r t a n t .
The i d e a  t h a t  e x p a n s i o n i s m  was an h i s t o r i c a l  
phenomenon i n  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  F r a n c e  i s  n o t  new. 
H a r r i s o n  Wr i gh t  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  " o f  a l l  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  powers  
o n l y  F r a n c e  u n d e r t o o k  any s e r i o u s  o v e r s e a s  v e n t u r e s  f o r  f i f t y
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6y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  w a r s ;  . . . "  Geor ges  Hardy 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  saw e a r l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were  r i c h  
r e g i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w or l d  which were  h e l d  by I s o l a t e d ,  
backwar d  p e o p l e s .  The i d e a  o f  t a k i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  some o f  
t h e s e  a r e a s  w h i l e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  o t h e r s  o c c u r r e d  
t o  them even  b e f o r e  t h e y  j u d g e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  be commerci ­
a l l y  f e a s i b l e . ^  In o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e s e  a s p i r a t i o n s ,
F r a n c e  c h o s e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c h a i n  o f  w e l l - c h o s e n  b a s e s  a l on g  
t h e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  m a r i t i m e  r o u t e s ,  a s y s t e m  which Hardy
\  O
c a p t i o n s  " l e  s y s t è m e  des  p o i n t s  a p p u i . "
H u b e r t  P r i e s t l e y  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  as  e a r l y  as  1814
" r e c o v e r y  o f  h e r  c o l o n i a l  p r e s t i g e  became one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g
q
a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  F r en ch  s t a t e , "  and t h a t  " t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f
A l g i e r s  [ 1 8 3 0 ]  was i n  r e a l i t y  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  t h e  new
c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e  o f  F r a n c e . H e  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  both
" h i s t o r i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  F r a n c e  in a l l
o f  No r th  A f r i c a  i s  t i e d  in w i t h  h e r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  A l g e r i a ,
f o r  h e r e  i s  t h e  key t o  French  e x p a n s i o n i s m  and c o n t r o l
In O c e a n i a ,  P r i e s t l e y  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  F r ench  C a t h o l i c s
became " u n e d i f y i n g  a g e n t s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  n a t i o n a l i s t  i m p e r i a l -  
1 2i sm" w h i l e  J e a n  Paul  F a i v r e  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  " g u e r r e  des
m i s s i o n s "  c o n s t i t u t e d  a v e r i t a b l e  " c o l d  war"  b e t ween  P r o t e s t a n t
13A n gl o - S a x o n s  and  t h e  French  C a t h o l i c s .
O t h e r  a s s o r t e d  o p i n i o n s  a m p l i f y  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
t heme.  "An army i m p a t i e n t  f o r  g l o r y  and a navy which had a
37
s e n s e  o f  f u t u r e  r e a l i t i e s ” f o r c e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  hand in
A l g e r i a  and pushed  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t s  in  Wes te rn  A f r i c a  which
became t h e  "germs o f  o u r  f u t u r e  c o l o n i e s  i n  French  G u i n e a ,
t h e  I v o r y  C oa s t  and Gabon" and wh ic h  were  a c t u a l l y  t h e  " b i r t h
Uo f  F r e nc h  E q u a t o r i a l  A f r i c a . "
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  F r a n c e ' s  t y p i c a l
a g e n t s  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m  were  " s o l d i e r s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s  and
1 5t e a c h e r s , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  one we l l -known wo r k .  But  i t  s h o u l d  
be e mp h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  navy bore t h e  h e a v i e s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  I n d e e d ,  i t  c o u l d  be
a r g u e d  t h a t  " n a v a l  i m p e r i a l i s m "  was a m a j o r  f a c t o r  in  French
as 
17
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  a r c h i p e l a g o e s  i n  O c e a n i a , a s
"army i m p e r i a l i s m "  had made a m i l i t a r y  f i e f  o f  A l g e r i a .
This  t r e n d  began d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  when P o r t a l  in  1819 
and L a i n ^  i n  1821 had a r g u e d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were no c o l o n i e s  
t h e r e  would  be no navy .  Hyde de N e u v i l l e ,  Naval M i n i s t e r
i n  1830 ,  s t a t e d  t h i s  r e a s o n  a ga i n  on t h e  eve  o f  t h e  J u l y
 ̂ 18 Monarchy.
J e a n - P a u l  F a i v r e  c o n t en d s  t h a t  t h e  naval  m i n i s t e r s
d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy were  a l m o s t  a l l  Ad mi ra l s  who were
19
s e t  upon e x p a n s i o n i s m  w h i l e  Tramond and R e u s s n e r  p o i n t  o u t
t h a t  above  a l l  i t  was Admira l  Claude  Du Campe de Rosamel who,
from 1836 t o  1839,  s e t  up t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  voyages  o f  c i r c u m -
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n a v i g a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  U b i q u i t o u s  French e x p e d i t i o n s  
and e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  i t  must  be a d m i t t e d ,  f u r n i s h e d  e x c e l l e n t  
e x c u s e s  f o r  c o l o n i a l  e n t h u i a s t s  who d i d  n o t  wish t o  c o n f r o n t
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En g la nd  d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  who i n d i r e c t l y  opposed h e r  by r e c o n ­
n o i t r i n g  t h e  g l o b e  and by e s t a b l i s h i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  b a s e s  f o r
21t h e  f l e e t  on l o n e l y  a r c h i p e l a g o e s .
In o r d e r  t o  a c q u i r e  b a s e s  and t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e
n e c e s s a r y  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  g ov er nm en t  had to  p r o v i d e
i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  n a v y .  Th e re  i s  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e
t h a t  t h e  O r l e a n i s t  g o v e r n me n t  d i d — a l b e i t  s l o w l y .  For
i n s t a n c e ,  in  1830 t h e  t o t a l  n ava l  b u d g e t  amounted t o  6 5 , 2 7 0 , 0 0 0
22f r a n c s  w i t h  s u p p l e m e n t s  which t o t a l l e d  2 8 , 1 4 0 , 1 0 0 ;  i n  1840,
t h e  t o t a l  a l l o c a t i o n  was 9 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s . B y  1842,  a
24g e n e r o u s  bu dg e t  a l l o w e d  t h e  navy 1 3 1 , 6 0 1 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s  and by
1847 t h e  bu dg e t  i n c r e a s e d  t o  a new h i g h  o f  1 4 5 , 3 38 , 14 0  
25f r a n c s .  A new c a t e g o r y .  S e r v i c e  S c i e n t i f i q u e , a pp e a r e d  i n  
t h e  b ud g e t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1844 which p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e
gr owi ng  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  eyes  o f
26
t h e  gove r nment .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  f i g u r e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r
ways o f  i n d i c a t i n g  how t h e  French  f l e e t  d e v e l op ed  and was
i mproved by L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  For  e x am p l e ,  in  1836 t h e  t o t a l
number  o f  s h i p s  amounted t o  132 v e s s e l s  t h i s  t o t a l
i n c l u d e d  122 unarmed s h i p s ,  most  o f  them c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s ma l l  
28v e s s e l s .  By 1841 t h e  t o t a l  f l e e t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  278 v e s s e l s
29which i n c l u d e d  o n l y  68 unarmed s h i p s ;  and by 1847 t h e r e  were  
o n l y  60 unarmed s h i p s  i n  a t o t a l  f l e e t  o f  294 v e s s e l s .  S i x t y -  
e i g h t  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s  and 27 s t e a m e r s  were under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
as w e l l ,  p a r t l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Seven- Year  P l a n  t o  i n c r e a s e
39
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  navy.^® As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
u p - g r a d i n g ,  t h e  F r e n c h  A f r i c a n  Squadron  was j u d g e d  t o  have  
been one “o f  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  wor ld  by t h e  B r i t i s h  g e n e r a l  
s t a f f . “31
Soon a f t e r  he was crowned "King o f  t h e  F r e n c h "  L o u i s -
P h i l i p p e  began moving i n  a d i r e c t i o n  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  h e l p  t h e
navy.  On t h e  f o u r t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1830,  he e x t e n d e d  amnes ty
to d e s e r t e r s  f rom t h e  n a v y ,  t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  e q ua l  t r e a t m e n t  t o
a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s — an e a r l i e r  a m n e s t y  had been
32 'g r a n t e d  t o  army d e s e r t e r s .  The Ecole  Na va le  was r e o r g a n -  
33
i z e d ,  and p h y s i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  n ava l  p e r s o n n e l  were  
r a i s e d :  "Al l  n a va l  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  be composed o f  men a t
l e a s t  f i v e  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  (1 m e t e r ,  625 m i l l i m e t e r s ) ,  n o t  y e t  
23 y e a r s  o f  a g e ;  t h e y  s h o u l d  have  a ' r o b u s t '  t e m p e r a m e n t ,  a
2  A /  ?  c
l a r g e  c h e s t  and sound  t e e t h . "  The E c o le  P o l y t e c h n i q u e
was r e o r g a n i z e d ,  and s e v e r a l  b a t a l l i o n s  o f  m i l i t a r y  w o r k e r s
were c r e a t e d  in o r d e r  t o  f u r n i s h  m i l i t a r y  l a b o r  f o r  p o r t s  in
F r a n c e .  The l a t t e r  came a b o u t  a t  t h e  u r g i n g  o f  Comte
d ' A r g o u t . 3 6  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  r e f o r m s ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e
o r d e r e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a f i f t h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Naval  D e p a r t -
37m e n t - - t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  S u b s i s t a n c e s .  The e n t i r e  med i ca l  
s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  navy wer e  c o m p l e t e l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  as  w e l l ,  and 
t h i s  u n i t  became a more p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D o c t o r s  
i n  t h i s  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  navy somet imes  accompan i ed  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x p e d i t i o n s ,  and a good example  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  m e d i c a l /  
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l o r e r  i s  Dr.  Paul  Gaimard who was a c t i v e  d u r i n g
t h e  J u l y  M o n a r c h y . 33
40
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Henr i  B r u n s c h w i g ,  A n g l o p h o b i a  d ev e l o p e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  navy  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  i t  was b e i n g  r e c o n s t i ­
t u t e d  u n d e r  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  
n a v a l  r a n k s  t h e r e  was a l s o  an i m p e r i a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  m i n g l e d  
" w i t h  an  u r g e  t o  e x p a n s i o n i s m  p u r e l y  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  p r e s t i g e  
and a m o rb i d  s u s p i c i o n  o f  B r i t a i n . "
The F r e n c h  had good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  England
r e g a r d e d  F r a n c e  as a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  b a l a n c e  o f
power ,  s i n c e  Lord P a l m e r s t o n ' s  main f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o b j e c t i v e
40
seemed t o  be t h e  c o n t a i n m e n t  o f  F r a n c e .  Ang lo -Fren ch  
r e l a t i o n s  wer e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by two d i s t i n c t  p h a s e s  from 1830 
t o  1 8 46 ;  t h e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  a " l i b e r a l  a l l i a n c e "  from 1830 
t o  1 8 4 1 ,  s o me t i me s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  f i r s t  e n t e n t e ; t h e  r i s e  
and f a l l  o f  t h e  e n t e n t e  c o r d i a l e , s o me t i me s  c a l l e d  the  s e c o n d  
e n t e n t e ,  f rom 1841 t o  1846.  I n  b o t h  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g s "  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  remember  t h a t  no formal  a l l i a n c e  was s i g n e d - - o l d  
r i v a l r i e s  wer e  s i m p l y  t o o  s t r o n g .  The f i r s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
grew o u t  o f  F r e n c h  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B e l g i a n  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  b u t  d e t e r i o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a l l  o f  Count  B r o g l i e ,  
t h e  o n l y  F ren ch  p o l i t i c i a n  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  c om m i t t ed  to 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  E n g l a n d ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 36 .  His s u c c e s s o r s ,  
Adolphe  T h i e r s  and Count  Mole ,  were  r e g a r d e d  by P a l m e r s t o n  
as  enemi es  o f  B r i t a i n  s i n c e  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  b r o u g h t  an a c t i v e  
and b i t t e r  r i v a l r y  o v e r  S p a i n .  T h e i r  r i v a l r y  was e x a c e r b a t e d  
by t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  d e s i g n s  o f  Mehemet A l i  i n  1838 when h i s  
t h r e a t e n e d  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  S y r i a ,  a p p r o v e d  i n  p r i n c i p l e  by
41
F r a n c e ,  was i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h  as t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t
o f  a F r a n c o - E g y p t i a n  s p h e r e  which  e n d a n g e r e d  B r i t i s h  a v e n ue s
t o  I n d i a .  C o n c e i v a b l y ,  t h e  F rench  and E g y p t i a n s  c o u l d  c o n t r o l
41
a l a r g e  a r e a  s t r e t c h i n g  f rom t h e  L e v a n t  t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .
The Mehemet Al i  a f f a i r  had p r o f o u n d  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  on
A n g l o - F r e n c h  r e l a t i o n s  and b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  f a l l  o f  T h i e r s  in
1 841 .  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  w an t e d  p e a c e  a t  a l l  c o s t s .  With t h e
New S o u l t - S u i z o t  Government  and t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  Lord
A ber deen  as B r i t i s h  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  un de r  t h e  new Peel
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 4 1 ,  a new s p i r i t  o f  compromise  and t a c t  began
a p e r i o d  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  which  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  o f  Pee l
in  1846 .  T h i e r s ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  l e d  an o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y
which  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  " e n t e n t e  o f  G u i z o t  and Aberdeen  was a
42
b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and  honor  o f  F r a n c e . "
Even t hough  G u i z o t  and Aberdeen c o o p e r a t e d  in  f o r e i g n
a f f a i r s ,  i t  was G u i z o t  who i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  F rench  c o l o n i z e
A l g e r i a  and who s a i d  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  " t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f
F r a n c e  and t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  r e n d e r e d  i t  e x p e d i e n t  t o
o cc up y  c e r t a i n  p o r t s  . . .  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
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g l o b e ,  . . In p u r s u a n c e  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
were  o c c u p i e d :  t h e  Mayot t e  I s l a n d s  ( i n  t h e  Comores ) ;  and t h e  
M arq ues as  I s l a n d s  and one o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s  ( T a h i t i )  i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c .  D e s c r i b e d  by Tudesq as  an " o p p o r t u n i s t ,  above  
a l l  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s , "  G u i z o t  ann ex ed  s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s  
d ' a o p u i  w h i l e  p u b l i c l y  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h a t  F r a n c e  d e s i r e d  no 
f o r e i g n  s e t t l e m e n t s .  He was no l e s s  a r i v a l  o f  E n g l an d  t h a n  
T h i e r s  whose s t y l e  was l e s s  c i r c u m s p e c t . *4
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M i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  was i m p o r t a n t  a l s o — i n  f a c t ,  i t  
was no l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  T h i e r s '  s u p p o r t  o f  Mehemet Al i  and 
G u i z o t ' s  " p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i "  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  A l t h o u g h  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s  were  f i r s t  s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a ­
t i o n ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy .
J u d g i n g  i t  e q u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  use  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  c o u n t e r ­
b a l a n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  F r a n c e  u r g e d  t h e  
papacy t o  c o o p e r a t e .  By 1 834 ,  t h e  g r e a t  m i s s i o n a r y  p o p e ,  
Gregory XVI, had d i v i d e d  O cean i a  i n t o  two v i c a r i a t s  a t  158“ 
o f  l o n g i t u d e — e a s t  o f  t h a t  l i n e  t e r r i t o r y  was c o n f i d e d  t o  t h e  
P i c p u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  w e s t  was c o n f i d e d  t o  t h e  M a r i s t s .  T he r e  
C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  s e t  up o f f i c i a l  t h e o ­
c r a c i e s  in  t h e  manner  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s .  T h u s ,  t h e  m i s s i o n ­
a r y  s p i r i t  became a handmaiden o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m  which  l a i d  t he
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  s t e r n e r  r i v a l r i e s  of  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h
45c e n t u r y .
The c o m p l i c a t e d  and d e l i c a t e  n a t u r e  o f  F r ench  e x p a n -  
i on i sm mi g h t  l e a d  one t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  g r e a t  m i n i s t e r i a l  
s t a b i l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  g ove r nmen t .  The r e v e r s e  i s  t r u e ,  
a t  l e a s t  i n  a s e n s e ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  were s e v e n t e e n  p r ime  m i n i s t e r s  
( p r e s i d e n t s  de c o n s e i l ) i n  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s .  But  t h i s  was 
d e c e p t i v e  s i n c e  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  d i d n ' t  a lways  a p p o i n t  new men 
when he d i s t r i b u t e d  h i s  154 m i n i s t e r i a l  p o r t f o l i o s  and u n d e r ­
s e c r e t a r y  p o s t s .  In f a c t ,  o n l y  s i x t y  p e r s o n s  h e l d  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  o f f i c e s .  For  e x a m p l e ,  Gu izo t  s e r v e d  in  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  
c a b i n e t s ,  T h i e r s  i n  s i x ;  Count  Henri  de Rigny and Marsha l
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S o u l t  s e r v e d  i n  f i v e  w h i l e  Marsha l  F r a n ç o i s  S e b a s t i a n i ,  Count  
Loui s  Mol^,  Duke A c h i l l e  de  B r o g l i e ,  Genera l  Simon B e r n a r d ,  
Baron T u p i n i e r ,  Duke Napoleon M o n t e b e l l o ,  Duke A nt o i n e  
d ' A r g o u t  and o t h e r s  s e r v e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c a b i n e t s .
Th i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  go ve r nmen t  s u r v i v e d  a number o f  
c r i t i c a l  i n c i d e n t s  even d u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  few months  i n  power ;  
t h e  B e l g i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  movement ,  P o l i s h  and I t a l i a n  r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y  r e p e r c u s s i o n s ,  and a s l a v e  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  West 
I n d i e s .  I t  a l s o  s u r v i v e d  a Mexican c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  1838,  
and t h e  P r i t c h a r d  A f f a i r  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r - - a n  a f f a i r  which
grew o u t  o f  t h e  " g u e r r e  des  m i s s i o n s "  and which was s e t t l e d  
47d i p l o m a t i c a l l y .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  c o l o n i z e  A l g e r i a  in  1840 
and t h e  S p a n i sh  M a r r i a g e s  i n  1846 b r o u g h t  E n g l i s h  d i s p l e a s u r e ,  
b u t  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy r od e  o u t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e m p e s t .  
I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  government  was menaced by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
a l e g i t i m i s t  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n  and was t h r e a t e n e d  by p o p u l a r  
u p r i s i n g s .  More c r i t i c a l l y ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  s u r v i v e d  a t  l e a s t  
f o u r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t s .
Yet i t  was d u r i n g  t h e s e  v e r y  t r y i n g  d e c a d e s  t h a t  t h e  
O r l e a n i s t  gove r nment  took  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  
second  French e m p i r e .  Even b e f o r e  G u i z o t  o u t l i n e d  h i s  p r o j e c t  
f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i , t h r e e  nava l  o f f i c e r s  
had c o n c l u d e d  p r e l i m i n a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  p r o t e c t o r a t e s :
L t .  de V a i s s e a u  Augus te  B ou ë t - W i 11aumetz  on t h e  c o a s t  o f  
Guinea ( 1 8 3 9 - 4 2 ) ;  C o n t r e - a m i r a l  Abdel  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  in  t h e  
Marquesas  and i n  T a h i t i  ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 8 4 3 ) ;  and C o n t r e - A m i r a l  de
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H e l l ,  G o v er n or  o f  Bourbon I s l a n d ,  a t  Nossi -Be^ and M a yo t t e
48(Comores I s l e s )  i n  1841.  What becomes a p p a r e n t  i s  t h a t  
G u i z o t  announced  a p l a n  t o  t h e  Chambers t h a t  was a l r e a d y  
t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  a p l a n  i n  which t h e  navy was c o o p e r a t i n g  w h o l e ­
h e a r t e d l y .  T h i s  may have  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  Chamber ' s  a p p r o v a l
o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  M a g e l l a n ,  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f
49
B a s i l i a n  s i t u a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and a l s o  t o  
A b y s s i n i a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  were  s a c r i ­
f i c e d  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  e n t e n t e  and Br unschwig  h a r s h l y  i n d i c t s
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G u i z o t  f o r  t h i s  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s .  I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t ,
h ow ev e r ,  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o
a u t h o r i z e  voyages  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  A f r i c a  and t o  t h e  F ar
E a s t ,  and  t h a t  G u i z o t  h i m s e l f  p r o p o s e d  t o  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  t h e
r o y a l  c ommi ss ion  which f o r c e d  t h e  Ch i ne s e  t o  g i v e  t h e  F rench
c ommer c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  which t h e  E n g l i s h  a l r e a d y  e n j o y e d .
In f a c t ,  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Whampoa (1844)  r e p r e s e n t s  a t u r n i n g
p o i n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l a t i o n s  between F r a n c e  and t h e  Far
52
E a s t ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  I n d o - C h i n a .  A t t em p t s  t o  e f f e c t  
r e l a t i o n s  wi t h  t h e  I n d o c h i n e s e  g ov e r n me n t  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a ­
t i o n  b r o u g h t  no r e w a r d s ,  b u t  F r a n c e  managed t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  
u n s t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r s t  Opium War which 
f o r c e d  open t h e  A s i a n  m a r k e t s  a t  long l a s t .
T h e r e  was no d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  war  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  number 
o f  c r i s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy,  and m i l i t a r y  men f ound i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  p r o m o t i o n s .  T h e r e  was 
an i m p o r t a n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  voyages  i n  s e a r c h
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o f  s h i p s  l o s t  a t  s e a ,  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g l o b e ,
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  and e x p l o r a t i o n s  f o r  v a r i o u s  m i n i s -
52t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  One o f  t h e  most  p r o m i s i n g  
a r e a s  which  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  c o u l d  p l y  t h e  s e a s  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  
and s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  was t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c .  And b e g i n n i n g  
in 1835 a number  o f  s h i p s  d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e s e  w a t e r s  commanded 
by such  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n a v i g a t o r s  as  L o u i s  F r e y c i n e t ,  L o u i s -  
I s i d o r e  D u p e r r e y ,  Admira l  R o u s s i n ,  H y a c i n t h e  de B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  
C y r i l l e  L a p l a c e ,  Augu s t e  V a i l l a n t ,  Abdel  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s , and 
t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  J u l e s  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e . A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  
men c o m p i l e d  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r e c o r d ,  few t e r r i t o r i a l  g a i n s  
were  made.  They d i d  s e t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  men o f  a n o t h e r  
t i m e ,  h o w e v e r .
F r a n c e ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o l o n i a l  c o n q u e s t  was ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
A l g e r i a ;  when A b d - e l - K a d e r  was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  23 December 
1847 ,  F r a n c e ' s  b e t e  n o i r  was doomed and t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h e r  
A f r i c a n  e m p i r e  was a s s u r e d .  French  m i l i t a r y  men had d e f i n i t e  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  d e s i g n s  on n e i g h b o r i n g  Morocco and T u n i s ,  b u t  
Eng l and  o p po s e d  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  of  F ren ch  i n f l u e n c e ,  and by 
t h e  T r e a t y  o f  T a n g i e r  16 S ep t em be r  1844 F r a n c e  was f o r c e d  t o  
c o n t a i n  h e r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  dreams in  n o r t h  A f r i c a .
But  F ren ch  i n t e r e s t  in  A f r i c a  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g .  In 
1843 V i c e - A d m i r a l  Ange-Rene Mackau,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and 
C o l o n i e s  f rom 1843 t o  1847 ,  wr o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  G u i z o t  which 
s u p p o r t e d  P r i n c e  de J o i n v i l l e ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  F r a nc e  s h o u l d  be 
" m i s t r e s s  o f  G a b o n . F r a n < j o i s - F e r d i n a n d  d ' O r l e a n s ,  P r i n c e
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de J o i n v i l l e ,  V i c e - A d m i r a l  i n  t h e  French navy a n d  an a r d e n t  
n av a l  s u p p o r t e r ,  w r o t e  a r a t h e r  i n t e m p e r a t e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
Revue d es  Deux Mondes w h e r e i n  he s t r e s s e d  t h e  u s e  o f  s t e a m -  
powered v e s s e l s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  u s e s . ^ ^  He a l s o  a p p e a r e d  t o  be 
an e x p a n s i o n i s t .  At  any r a t e ,  Mackau t o l d  G u i z o t  t h a t  he 
c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  P r i n c e ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  G u l f  o f  
Guinea would f u r n i s h  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c e n t e r  f o r  F r a n c e ' s  
c i v i l i z i n g  and commer c i a l  m i s s i o n s . A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  i t  
s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  Gu i nea  had 
been c om p l e t e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
Chamber o f  Commerce o f  Bordeaux and under  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  Navy and Commerce a s  w e l l .
I t  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  o b j e c t e d  t o
F r ench  a s p i r a t i o n s  i n  West  A f r i c a  as t h e y  had o b j e c t e d  t o
F rench  e x p a n s i o n i s m  in Nor th  A f r i c a .  Ambassador  Cowley w r o t e
G u i z o t  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  commercia l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  B r i s t o l  and
L i v e r p o o l  were  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  French o c c u p a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n
p o i n t s  on t h e  c o a s t  of  West A f r i c a .  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n t s ,  he
a d d e d ,  t h o u g h t  t h a t  French  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e  m i g h t  p r o ve  t o  be
i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  t r a d e  which t h e y  had e n j o ye d  f o r  t h i r t y  
58y e a r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  F r ench  r em ai ne d  in  West  A f r i c a  
a l t h o u g h  B r i t i s h  o b j e c t i o n s  s lowed t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  expand .  
E x p l o r e r s ,  h ow ev er ,  us ed  t h e  w e s t  A f r i c a n  p o s t s  t o  l a u n c h  
e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  A f r i c a .
A b y s s i n i a  was one o f  t h e  mos t  i n t e n s i v e l y  e x p l o r e d  
a r e a s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  French  m i l i t a r y  men and c i v i l i a n
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f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  But F rench  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  horn  o f  A f r i c a
d e v e l o p e d  r a t h e r  l a t e — n o t  u n t i l  1835.  Edmond Combes and
M a u r i c e  T a m i s i e r ,  two S a i n t - S i m o n i a n s , t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  i n i t i a -  
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t i v e .  On Combes’ r e t u r n  t o  F r a n c e ,  he c o n t a c t e d  a group
o f  s h i p o w n e r s  i n  Nan t es  and d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
s e t t i n g  up a commerc ia l  s i t e  on t h e  Red Sea .  Then he w r o t e
t o  Marsha l  S o u l t ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Counc i l  and  M i n i s t e r  o f
War,  t h a t  he and a g r oup  o f  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  s h i p o w n e r s  wanted
t o  f o s t e r  French commerc ia l  i n t e r e s t  in  A b y s s i n i a ;  t h e y
r e q u e s t e d  g ove r nment  a i d . ^ ^  T h i s  same g r oup  had f a i l e d  i n
A k a r o a ,  New Z e a l a n d  in 1 8 4 0 ,  b u t  t h e  g ove r nm en t  a c q u i e s e d  and
s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  commerc ia l  v e n t u r e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  was so
62b a d l y  p r e p a r e d  and c o n d u c t e d  t h a t  i t  ended i n  f a i l u r e .
One o f  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  e n d e a v o r s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  F r en ch  i n t e r e s t  in  A b y s s i n i a  was t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Commission S c i e n t i f i q u e  d ' A b y s s i n i a . Headed by T h é o p h i l e  
L e f e b v r e ,  a c a r e e r  na va l  o f f i c e r ,  and s p o n s o r e d  c o n j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Commerce,  t h e  group 
r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which had t r i p l e  a i m s :  p o l i t i c a l ,
commer c i a l  and s c i e n t i f i c .  The J u l y  Monarchy was much 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  A b y s s i n i a  s i n c e  i t  l a y  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  t h e  com mu n ic a t i on s  and t r a d e  r o u t e  be tween I n d i a  and 
Europe  by way o f  t h e  Red Sea and Eg y p t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,
A b y s s i n i a  was j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  Red Sea from t h e  A r a b i a n  P e n i n ­
s u l a  where  England had a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p o s t  a t  Aden.^S 
I t  i s  f a i r  t o  add h e r e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a r c h i v a l
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s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o l i t i c a l  aim i n  L e f e b v r e ' s  
e x p e d i t i o n  i n  1839,  George M a l e c o t ,  who has  w r i t t e n  a m a s t e r ­
f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no p o l i t i ­
s a
c a l  a im.  But he has b a s e d  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  on t h e  d i p l o ­
m a t i c  r e c o r d  a l o n e  when he m i g h t  have  p r o f i t e d  f rom r e s e a r c h
JS
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i n  t h e  n a v a l  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  Mar i ne  s e r i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,
h o u s e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  F r a n c e .
One o f  t h e  main c a u s e s  o f  A n g l o - F r e n c h  r i v a l r y  was 
t h a t  j u s t  when F r a n c e  was e s t a b l i s h i n g  h e r s e l f  i n  A l g e r i a ,  
E n g l a n d ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s t e a m s h i p ,  had a c q u i r e d  a new and more 
v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  r o u t e s  t o  I n d i a  and the 
F a r  E a s t .  The r o u t e  had been  c o n s i d e r e d  s i n c e  1823 when 
m e r c h a n t s  i n  C a l c u t t a  and Bombay t r i e d  t o  p r omote  s t ea ms h ip  
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Suez-  
Red Sea r o u t e  was n o t  shown u n t i l  1830 when t h e  t r i p  from 
Bombay was made in  t h i r t y - t h r e e  d a y s .  In 1 8 35 ,  t h e  French p u t  
i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  a s team p a c k e t  f rom M a r s e i l l e s  t o  A l e x a n d r i a .  
T h i s  i s  t h e  same y e a r  F r a n c e  d e v e l o p e d  an i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  in 
e x p l o r i n g  A b y s s i n i a  and c o n t e m p l a t e d  a commer c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p
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w i t h  t h a t  c o u n t r y  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .
F ren ch  i n t e r e s t  i n  A b y s s i n i a  was most  i n t e n s e  from 
1835 t o  1845 d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  
y e a r s ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m i s s i o n ,  b u t  many o t h e r  
t eams f e v e r i s h l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  commercial  
l i n k a g e s  w i t h  Choa and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  A b y s s i a n  t e r r i t o r y .  
S c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  a l s o  r a n  h igh  and t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e
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F r en ch  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  c o n t a i n  many r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
f i n d i n g s  o f  e x p l o r e r s ,  many o f  whom r e q u e s t  t h a t  a s p e c i a l  
commi ss i on  o f  e x p e r t s  draw up t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s . ^ ^
C h a r l e s  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  f o r m e r  F r e n c h  c o n s u l  a t
D j e d d a ,  was one  o f  t h e  most  e n t h u s i a s t i c  e x p l o r e r s  o f
A b y s s i n i a ;  he s e t  o u t  on t h r e e  e x p e d i t i o n s  b e t w e e n  1839 and
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1849 and e v e n t u a l l y  d i e d  o f  e x h a u s t i o n  i n  A f r i c a .  The 
De p a r t m e n t  o f  War s p o n s o r e d  two o f f i c e r s ,  MM. G a l i n i e r  and 
F e r r e t ,  t o  A b y s s i n i a  ( 1 8 3 9 - 4 3 )  i n  o r d e r  t o  " s t u d y  t h e  m o r e s ,  
r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  and t o  s t u d y  
commercia l  e x c h a n g e , "  and  t h e y  a l s o  asked  t h a t  t h e  Academy o f  
S c i e n c e s  draw i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  d e t a i l e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  
They a c c o m p l i s h e d  much good work and p u b l i s h e d  two volumes  o f  
v e r y  d e t a i l e d  maps o f  n o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a  on t h e i r  r e t u r n .
But t h e  most  famous t eam o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  e x p l o r e r s  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  two Basque b r o t h e r s ,  A n t o i n e  and Arnauld  d ' A b b a d i e ,  who 
a r r i v e d  in Massouah 17 F e b r u a r y  1838 and s p e n t  a l m o s t  t w e l v e  
y e a r s ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  
r e g i o n . T h e  work o f  a l l  o f  t h e s e  men w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in 
a s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r .
For  t h e  moment ,  F r a n c e  g a i n e d  n o t h i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y  and 
c o m m e r c i a l l y  f rom a l l  o f  t h e s e  v o y a g e s ,  b u t  i n  1862 a t r e a t y  
be tween  A f a r  c h i e f s  and t h e  F rench  government  g a i n e d  f o r  
F r a n c e  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  Obock.  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  A f a r s ,  t h e  I s s a s  and E t h i o p i a  p r o p e r ,  
so t h a t  by 1897 French  S o m a l i l a n d  was a s t r a t e g i c  e n t i t y  on
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t h e  Red S e a .  F r a n c e  now had a c o u n t e r p o i s e  t o  B r i t i s h - h e l d  
Aden.
But  F r en ch  i n t e r e s t  i n  A f r i c a  was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o
A b y s s i n i a .  F r e nc h  w a r s h i p s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n s p e c t e d  t h e
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  E a s t  A f r i c a n  c o a s t  and much o f  t h i s
a c t i v i t y  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  t h e  Mozambique
C h a n n e l B y  1 8 43 ,  t h e  F r en ch  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean
had i mproved  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  M a yo t t a  i n
t h e  C h a n n e l ;  by 1 8 4 5 ,  C a p t a i n  G u i l l a i n ,  commanding an e i g h t e e n -
gun b r i g ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Z a n z i b a r  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  f o s t e r
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  and t o  s e a r c h  f o r  new t r a d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
72f o r  F r a n c e .
G u i l l a i n ' s  mind was on o t h e r  t h i n g s  j u d g i n g  f rom h i s
p u b l i s h e d  d o c u m e n t s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e
A f r i c a n  b ran ch  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean c o u l d  be d o m i n a t e d  by t h e
F r e n c h ,  s i n c e  "we p o s s e s s  a l o n g  t h i s  r o u t e  Bo ur bo n ,  S a i n t e
M a r i e ,  May ot t a  and N o s s i - B e "  and t h a t  "when we wan t  M a d a g a s c a r ,
73we s h a l l  have i t ,  an A u s t r a l i a  a l l  o ur  own."  C o n t i n u i n g  
h i s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  d e c l a m a t i o n ,  he w r o t e  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
F r a n c e  c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a s e r i e s  o f  s e c o n d a r y  p o s t s  a l o n g  t h e  
e a s t  A f r i c a n  c o a s t  s i n c e  h e r  e x p l o r e r s  had been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
a r e a  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  and knew i t  w e l l . ^ 4  He a l s o  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  I s l e  o f  M a y o t t e  was i d e a l l y  l o c a t e d  so t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  s e r v e  as  an i m p o r t a n t  e n t r e p o t  be t ween  E u r o p e ,  A f r i c a ,  
and A s i a .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  r e a s o n s ,  i t  was 
e q u i d i s t a n t  f rom A f r i c a  and Madagascar  and t h u s  commanded
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t h e  Mozambique C h a n n e l ;  i t  h a s  been d e s c r i b e d  as  a " l i t t l e  
G i b r a l t a r "  by a B r i t i s h  n ava l  o f f i c e r ,  he added n o t  w i t h o u t  
some s i g n i f i c a n c e . ^ ^
Baron Mackau,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  t o  a p p r o v e  G u i l I a i n ' s  e x p l o r a t o r y  work;  he 
a l s o  recommended t h a t  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  a r e a  be c o n t i n u e d .  
He p r o mi s e d  t h a t  e x t r a c t s  o f  G u i l l a i n * s  work would be pub­
l i s h e d  in  t h e  Anna l es  M a r i t i m e s  e t  C o l o n i a l e s , and t h a t  he 
would s e e  t h a t  a l l  Chambers  o f  Commerce were i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e . H e  a l s o  added t h a t  i t  was v e r y  
u r g e n t  t h a t  F ra nc e  g e t  a most  f a v o r e d  t r e a t y  f rom t h e  Iman o f  
Muscat  and t h a t  F ren ch  c o n s u l s  be a d m i t t e d  in Z a n z i b a r .
The French p r e s s  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  c o n s u l a r  a g e n t s  f o r  
o b t a i n i n g  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Iman o f  Muscat  which d e m o n s t r a t e s
t h a t  t h e r e  was s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a c t i o n  in  E a s t
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A f r i c a .  The J o u r n a l  d es  D e ba t s  p u b l i s h e d  an a r t i c l e  which 
p r o c l a i m e d  F r a n c e ' s  e q u a l i t y — a t  l a s t - - w i t h  Engl and  and t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as  a r e s u l t  o f  h e r  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  China  (Whampoa) 
and t h e  Iman o f  M u s c a t ,  b o th  r e c o r d e d  in  1844.  The a r t i c l e  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " t h e  g o ve r nm en t  i s  in  advance  o f  n a t i o n a l  
commerce.  I t  i s  s h e  who shows t h e  way and smooths  t h e  p a t h ;
78i t  i s  now up t o  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  t o  r e s po n d  t o  t h i s  a p p e a l . "  
And t h e n  t h e r e  was a f i n a l  w a r n i n g ,  " I t  w i l l  n o t  be t h e  f a u l t
o f  t h e  g ove r nment  i f  t h e  F r ench  p a v i l i o n  does  n o t  f e a s t  wi t h
79 /
s u c c e s s  in t h e s e  l a t i t u d e s . "  S in ce  t h e  J o u r n a l  des  Deba t s
was more or  l e s s  an o f f i c i a l  o r g a n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  J u l y
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Monarchy was u r g i n g  commer c i a l  e x p a n s i o n i s m  and p r o m i s i n g  
g o v e r n me n t  s u p p o r t .
Al l  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  French 
i n t e r e s t  and e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  O c e a n i a ,  A b y s s i n i a  and t h e  
i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  Mozambique Channel  s e r v e s  t o  remind one t h a t  
F r a n c e  was e x t r e m e l y  a n x i o u s  t o  expand  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  even 
t h o ug h  Eng l and  c a s t  a j a u n d i c e d  eye  a t  t h e s e  a c t i o n s .  The 
s t r a t e g y  o f  s e i z i n g  p o i n t s  d * appui  was an e f f e c t i v e  e x p a n ­
s i o n i s t  d e v i c e  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  meagre  g a i n s  were  k e y s t o n e s  
f o r  t h e  g r a nd  e m p i r e  o f  a l a t e r  d a t e .  A l g e r i a ,  annexed l a t e  
i n  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  r e i g n ,  became t h e  l i n c h p i n  o f  t h e  French  
A f r i c a n  Empi re .
Numerous e x p e d i t i o n s  were  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  O r l e a n i s t  
g ov e r n me n t  i n  F r a n c e ' s  q u e s t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e .  Th e re  
was a g r e a t  o u t b u r s t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t e r ­
r e s t r i a l  mag ne t i sm and t h e  J u l y  Monarchy c r e a t e d  two s c i e n ­
t i f i c  c o m m i s s i o n s :  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  I c e l a n d  and
G r e e n l a n d ,  and t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  t h e  N or t h .  Both 
g r o u p s  r e c e i v e d  e l a b o r a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t e r r e s t r i a l  
magn e t i sm ( r e c o r d i n g  d e t a i l e d  compass  d e c l i n a t i o n s  and 
i n c l i n a t i o n s )  and o t h e r  g e o p h y s i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  As a r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  work p e r f o r m e d  by t h e  French  and s c i e n t i s t s  o f  o t h e r  
n a t i o n s ,  e r r o r s  on n a v i g a t i o n a l  c h a r t s  were r e c t i f i e d ,  compass 
p r ob le ms  were  s o l v e d ,  and t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  modern m e t e o r o l o g y  
were  e f f e c t i v e l y  l a i d . ® ^
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A l t h o u g h  t h e  work o f  i m p o r t a n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  v o y a g e r s
o n l y  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  be
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f e v e r i s h  e x p l o s i o n  o f  f a r - f l u n g
e x p e d i t i o n s .  Some o f  t h e s e  were  l o n e  t r a v e l l e r s  whose
p r i m a r y  aim was c o m m e r c i a l ,  some were  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  some
t r a v e l l e d  u n d e r  gov er nmen t  o r d e r s  a t  t h e i r  own r i s k .  Some
formed teams  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  and some w en t  a b r o a d
f o r  p r i v a t e  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  as  t h e y  va lued  s c i e n c e ,  o f t e n
r e q u e s t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  so  t h a t
t h e y  c o u l d  o ccupy  t h e i r  s p a r e  t i m e  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y .  A good
example  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  was M. Lou i s  D u p l e s s i s  who r e t u r n e d  t o
Texas  i n  1848 i n  o r d e r  t o  manage a l a r g e  commercia l  b u s i n e s s .
He c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i th  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  r e q u e s t i n g
i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  and " s t a t i s t i q u e s . "
A c ommi t t ee  f o r w a r d e d  a v e r y  c o m pr e he ns iv e  l i s t  o f  d u t i e s
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which o u t l i n e d  more work t h a n  he had b a r g a i n e d  f o r .
O t h e r  examples  were  M. C h a r l e s  T e x i e r  who was o r d e r e d
by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  to s u r v e y  t h e
P r o p o n t i d e  and t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  Turkey ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s e a
o f  Marmara,  and t h e  c o a s t s  o f  Caramanie  a s  w e l l  ( 1 8 3 4 - 3 6 ) .
S i n c e  t h e  s t r a i t s  were  s u r v e y e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  Admira l
R o u s s i n ,  French amb as s ad o r  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t h e r e  i s  good
r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h i s  m i s s i o n  had p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s
a l t h o u g h  T e x i e r  r e c e i v e d  p u b l i s h e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s u r v e y  t h e
82a r e a  f o r  g e o l o g i c a l ,  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .
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T h e r e  i s  one more c a t e g o r y  o f  v o y a g e r s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  b u t  i t  s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  F rench  v o y a g e u r  e x p e r i e n c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  b e s t  
i l l u s t r a t e d  by M. P e r r o t t ,  a b o t a n i s t  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n ­
i n g ,  b u t  one  who h e l d  t h e  u n i q ue  p o s i t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l i s t e  
v o y a g e u r  a n d  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y .  In t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  he made voyages  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y :  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  i n  1818 he t r a v e l e d  t o  Ch i na  and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  p r o d u c t s  which  were  u s e f u l  and  which  c o u l d  be 
r a i s e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  o f  Bourbon and G u i a n a .  
T h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
new f o o d s t u f f s  i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  c o l o n i e s .  P e r r o t t  was s e n t  
in 1834 t o  P o n d i c h e r y  as  a b o t a n i s t - a q r i c u l t e u r . in  t h e  s e r ­
v i c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
managing  a " v e g e t a b l e  p l a n t a t i o n "  and a b o t a n i c a l  g a r d e n .  
Above a l l ,  i t  was t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s i l k  which  o c c u p i e d  h i s  
t i m e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  
S c i e n c e s ,  t h e  g ov e r n m e n t  a g g r e s s i v e l y  s p o n s o r e d  t h i s  new
i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  mi gh t  r e p l a c e  t h e  c o f f e e
83and s u g a r  i n d u s t r i e s  which had f a l l e n  on h a r d  t i m e s .
But i t  i s  above a l l  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  navy which  must  
be k e p t  i n  mi n d ,  f a r  w i t h o u t  t h e  navy t h e r e  would have  been 
no p o i n t s  d * a p p u i . A navy c o n s t r a i n e d  by p o l i t i c s ,  and whose 
m e t i e r  o f  w a r  s u f f e r e d  a long  p e r i o d  o f  d o r m a n c y ,  was f o r c e d  
to  d i s c o v e r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  mode o f  s u r v i v a l .  The n a v y ' s
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e x p l o r a t i o n s  and e x p e d i t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e d  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  
F r a n c e ' s  c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  b u t  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  an e f f e c t i v e  k i n d  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s t  s t r a t e g y .  Who wer e  t h e s e  
i n t r e p i d  w a n d e r e r s  who t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  " s t a m m e r i n g  s t e p s "  i n  
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  F r e nc h  e m p i r e — t h e s e  n a t u r a l i s t e  
v o y a g e u r s , t h e s e  s a v a n t - o b s e r v a t e u r s , t h e s e  a m a t e u r  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  ( D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s ) , t h e s e  l o y a l  s e r v a n t s  o f  F r a n c e ?
Al l  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  r emain  t o  be a ns wer ed  i n  
s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s  wher e  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  
g l o b e  w i l l  be examined  i n  d e t a i l .  But  f i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  
a n o t h e r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a l l y  whi ch  d e s e r v e s  some a t t e n t i o n - - T h e  
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s .
CHAPTER IV
THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF PARIS:
EXPANSIONIST ALLY
1 2 
Whi le  Donald McKay and o t h e r s  have w r i t t e n  a b o u t
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t h e  adv ocacy  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m  by t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  in
e x i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r d  R e p u b l i c ,  s c a r c e l y  anyone has  been
c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  p i o n e e r  among t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s :  The
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s .  F o r m a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  by
December  15 ,  1821 ,  t h i s  s o c i e t y  r e m a i n e d  t h e  on l y  one o f  i t s
k i n d  f o r  more t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s .  Was t h e r e  a n a s c e n t  s p i r i t  o f
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e x p a n s i o n i s m  w i t h i n  t h i s  v e n e r a b l e  g ro up?  I f  s o ,  how was t h i s  
s e n t i m e n t  e x p r e s s e d ,  who e x p r e s s e d  i t ,  and why was i t  d e s i r e d ?
McKay a sk ed  s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s  b u t ,  p e r haps  c o n s t r a i n e d  
by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d i z a t i o n  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m ,  he chos e  n o t
t o  i n s p e c t  p r e-1871  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  B u l l e t i n  de l a  S o c i é t é  de
/  5
G é o g r a p h i e , t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Mo reover ,
in  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  s u b - t h e s i s  t h a t  g o ve r nm en t a l  s u p p o r t  o f
e x p l o r e r s  was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  French e x p a n s i o n i s m ,
McKay a r g u e s  t h a t  F r a n c e  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  s u b s i d i z e  "an
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e x p l o r a t i o n  v e n t u r e "  u n t i l  1878.  A g a i n ,  had he examined
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t h e  Bui 1e t i n s  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1871,  he would be a war e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  v e n t u r e s  and t h a t  t h e  
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f t e n  p u b l i c i z e d  them.
C h r i s t i a n  S c h e f e r  has a rgued s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h a t  a t r u e  
c o l o n i a l  s p i r i t  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy a l t h o u g h  t h e  
p u b l i c ,  and even t h e  government  i t s e l f ,  may have f a i l e d  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  i t s  e x i s t e n c e . ^  His  t h e s i s  has  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  and one 
c o u l d  w e l l  a p p l y  i t  t o  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  as  a r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  sample  o f  t h e  F rench  e x p a n s i o n i s t  s p i r i t .  F i r s t ,  a word 
a b o u t  t h e  s o c i e t y .  Founded o s t e n s i b l y  t o  promote  t h e  a d v a n c e ­
ment  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  f e w e r  t h a n  f i f t e e n  g e o g r a p h e r s  may be
g
i d e n t i f i e d  among t h e  f o u n d in g  numbers .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y  22 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  members h e l d  n o b l e  r a n k  and some o f  
them e n j o y e d ,  or  wou l d  en j oy  e v e n t a l l y ,  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power and
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p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  government  o r  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.
Some 20 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  members were f u n c t i o n a r i e s  i n  n a t i o n a l
o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h i l e  a b o u t  10 p e r  c e n t  were  p r o f e s s i o n a l
men ( p r o f e s s o r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  men o f  l e t t e r s )  and 9 per
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c e n t  were members o f  t h e  armed f o r c e s .  S e v e r a l  b a n k e r s  and
m e r c h a n t s  j o i n e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  as  d i d  a few p r o m i n e n t  f o r e i g n -  
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e r s .  I m p o r t a n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
s o c i e t y ’ s i n c e p t i o n :  t h e  Marqui s  P i e r r e  L a P l a c e ,  who s e r v e d
as t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  General  Assembly o f  t h e  Geograph­
i c a l  S o c i e t y ;  t h e  Vi comt e  de C h a t e a u b r i a n d ;  Baron Georges
C u v i e r ;  Baron J e a n  B a p t i s t e  F o u r i e r ;  and A l e x a n d e r  von
12Humboldt  who r e s i d e d  i n  P a r i s  f o r  many y e a r s .
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T h e r e  were  some p r e d i c t a b l e  r e g i o n a l  b i a s e s  i n  t h e
m em b e r s h i p ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a B o r d e l a i s  c o t e r i e :  t h e  Due de
R i c h e l i e u ,  Vicomte  L a i n e ,  and Baron P o r t a l  d ' A l b a r e d e s .
F r i e n d l y  t o  B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  men
e n j o y e d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  h i gh  i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  
13
C h a r l e s  X. O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  members o f  t h i s  r e g i o n a l  c l i q u e
who j o i n e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  i n c l u d e d  Count  Lo ui s  
✓ '
Mole and t h e  Due E l i e  D e c a z e s ,  bo th  of .  whom became p r e s i d e n t s  
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o f  t h e  g r o u p .  Among t h e  B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p i n g  f i r m s ,  t h e
B a l g u e r i e s  e n j o y e d  t h e  most  i n t i m a t e  c o n n e c t i o n s  wi t h  members
o f  t h i s  g r o u p .  T h i s  b u s i n e s s  house  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e
i n  e x t e n d i n g  F r ench  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r s e a s  t h r o u g h  i t s  commerc ia l
t i e s  in  t h e  O r i e n t  and in Sout h  A mer i ca .  Thanks  to  Count
Mole ,  t h e  head  o f  t h e  House o f  B a l g u e r i e - S a r g e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e
c r o s s  o f  a C h e v a l i e r  o f  t h e  Legion o f  Honor e a r l y  in  t h e
c e n t u r y  f o r  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ,  and in 1825 t h e
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  commended t h e  f i r m  o f  B a l g u e r i e -
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S t u t t e n b e r g  f o r  i t s  s e r v i c e  t o  g e o g r a p h y .  Al l  o f  t h i s  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  was n o t ,  s t r i c t l y  
s p e a k i n g ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  which  r ema i ned  a l o o f  and 
c o m p l e t e l y  d e t a c h e d  f rom French n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  g o v e r n ­
menta l  o f f i c i a l s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  compl ex  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  
f o u n d i n g  m e m be r sh i p ,  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  B u l l e t i n s  t h e m s e l v e s  
be d i r e c t e d  t owar d  a n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l i e n t e l e .  T h u s ,  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  a w i de  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c a l
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m a t e r i a l  drawn f rom a number  o f  s o u r c e s :  s p e e c h e s  o f  p r e ­
s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  e s s a y s  w r i t t e n  by members ,  r e v i e w s  of  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p l o r e r s  o r  
g r o u p s  o f  e x p l o r e r s ,  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a r t i c l e s  f rom o t h e r  
j o u r n a l s ,  and o f f i c i a l  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  fo rmal  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  
s o c i e t y .  All  t h i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
B u l l e t i n s . e n a b l e s  one t o  d e v e l o p  a p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n ­
i s t  a t t i t u d e s  of  a d i v e r s e  g r o u p .
B ef o r e  embar k i ng  on a c u m u l a t i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  a t t i t u d e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Bu i 1e t i n s , c e r t a i n  
m e c h a n i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  s h o u l d  be b r i e f l y  s t a t e d .  Two g r o u p s  
o f  o f f i c i a l s  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y :  ( 1)
o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  who met  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  
membersh i p  t w i c e  a y e a r  a n d ,  (2)  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commi t t ee  who h e l d  t w i c e - m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  and who u l t i m a t e l y  
b o r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  mundane work o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  No 
d o u b t  chosen  f o r  t h e i r  h i g h  r a n k ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Genera l  
Assembl y  l e n t  g r e a t  p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  w h i l e  g u a r a n t e e ­
i n g  e n t r e e  to t h e  C o u r t .  P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Gener a l  Assembly 
had an o f f i c i a l  d u t y  which r e q u i r e d  them t o  l e a d  a d e l e g a t i o n  
whi ch  r e g u l a r l y  p a i d  a New Y e a r ' s  c a l l  on t h e i r  monarch .
I t  has been p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  membership  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  d e r i v e d  f rom d i v e r s e  g r o u p s .  Many o f  t h e  members 
we r e  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  and w e l l - t r a v e l e d  and a p p e a r e d  t o  be 
s i n c e r e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e .
Yet  t h e  a r t i c l e s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  and r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  Bui 1e t i  ns
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f r e q u e n t l y  s t r a y  f r om  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a t t e r s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  
a l a r m  i s  o f t e n  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g r owth  o f  B r i t i s h  
i n f l u e n c e  r e s u l t i n g  f rom h e r  c r e e p i n g  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  
South  P a c i f i c  and o v e r  h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  g a i n  t a c t i c a l  a d v a n t ­
ages  i n  t h e  Red Sea and t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean.  And,  i f  t h e r e  i s  
one a r e a  which r e m a i n e d  pa r amo un t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  members ,  
i t  i s  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  A f r i c a .
F i r s t  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  A f r i c a  o c c u r r e d  i n  1825 when a summary o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  
g e o g r a p h y  c o n t a i n e d  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  " A f r i c a  i s  a l w a y s  t h e
c o u n t r y  whi ch  f i r s t  d raws  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  
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g e o g r a p h y . "  T h i s  comment grew o u t  o f  an e x p r e s s e d  c o n ce r n  
o v e r  E n g l i s h  e x p l o r e r s  i n  t h e  Sudan and i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
A f r i c a .  The s o c i e t y ' s  a n x i e t y  became d e m o n s t r a b l y  a p p a r e n t  
when i t  began a p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  same y e a r  f o r  a 
p r i z e  which was t o  be awarded t o  t h e  f i r s t  F rench  e x p l o r e r  
who r e a c h e d  T i m b u k t u ,  a S a h a r i a n  e n t r e p o t  on t h e  N i g e r .  On 
r e t u r n ,  t h e  p r i z e  r e c i p i e n t  was o b l i g e d  t o  s u p p l y  F r en ch  
a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h  an a c c u r a t e  map o f  T i m b u k t u ' s  p r e c i s e  l o c a ­
t i o n ,  t o  i n f o r m  them o f  t h e  n a t u r e  and q u a n t i t y  o f  good 
exchang ed  t h e r e ,  and t o  p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f o s t e r i n g  o f  commerc ia l  t i e s  w i t h  t r a d e r s  who 
f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  e n t r e p o t . M .  Rene C a i H i e '  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
p r i z e  i n  1 8 2 8 ,  and a few y e a r s  l a t e r  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  p e r s o n a l l y
r e c e i v e d  him a t  t h e  T u i l e r i e s  and d e c o r a t e d  him f o r  h i s  o u t -
21
s t a n d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t .
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I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  was n o t  c o n ­
f i n e d  t o  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  Both Baron  Damas,  
M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and Count  Chabrol  du C r o u z o l , 
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy,  c o n t r i b u t e d  2 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s  each  from 
t h e i r  m i n i s t e r i a l  f u n d s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  the  s o c i e t y ' s  s u b -  
s c r i p t i o n  f o r  p r i z e  monies  e v e n t u a l l y  awarded t o  C a i l l i e .  
C h a b r o l ,  when p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  commented t h a t  
h i s  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  Timbuktu  grew o u t  of t h e  Naval  
M i n i s t r y ' s  a t t e m p t  " t o  open and s u p p o r t  commercia l  r e l a t i o n s
between s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  S en ega l  and t h e  i n t e r i o r "  o f  
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A f r i c a .  Chabr o l  m a i n t a i n e d  e x c e l l e n t  r e l a t i o n s  wi t h  t h e
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  and became p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Genera l
Assembly i n  1827 .  In h i s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s ,  he i n fo r med
t h e  members t h a t  as  c h i e f  o f  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  he c o u l d
" v i g o r o u s l y  push t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  Geography" d u r i n g  h i s  
23
p r e s i d e n c y .  M or eo ve r ,  he p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  would
become "one o f  t h e  most  u s e f u l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  which F ran ce
can t a k e  p r i d e "  and a s s u r e d  t h e  members t h a t  t h e i r  a s s o c i a -
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t i o n  would c o n t i n u e  t o  grow.
Baron Damas,  s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  Fore ign  M i n i s t r y ,  a l s o  
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  by l e t t e r  to t h e  s o c i e t y .  He 
w r o t e  t h a t  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  would  b r i n g  a b o u t  " the  
p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  and o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n , "  and t h a t  i t  would 
b e n e f i t  " i n d u s t r y  and commerce" as w e l l .  Voyages  in A f r i c a ,  
he commented,  m e r i t e d  " t h e  i n t e r e s t  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
French  g o v e r n m e n t .
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In 1826 t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  b eg an  a n o t h e r  cam­
p a i g n  f o r  f u n d s ,  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  French  
G u i a n a .  Chabr o l  q u i c k l y  r e s p o n d e d  b e c au s e  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
Naval  M i n i s t r y  knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  F r ench  c o l o n y .  He was 
a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o re ig n  
A f f a i r s  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  c o n t r i b u t e  equa l  
amounts  “ f o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e  and t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  of
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commerce and i n d u s t r y . '  Campaigns f o r  p r i z e  f unds  c o n t i n u e d  
i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  come,  and t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t t r a c t e d  
a number o f  i m p o r t a n t  p a t r o n s  who were w i l l i n g  to  s u b s c r i b e  
t o  t h e  p r i z e  f u n d s .
By 1 8 3 0 , . t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  had  g a i n e d  a very  
i m p o r t a n t  p a t r o n :  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  Not o n l y  d i d  he p l a c e
h i s  name a t  " t h e  head o f  t h e  membership l i s t , "  he c o n t r i b u t e d  
money f o r  t h e  p r i z e s  awarded by t h e  s o c i e t y ,  and he a c t i v e l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  F r e nc h  e x p l o r e r s . ^7 I n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
e x p e d i t i o n s ,  he f r e q u e n t l y  r e a d  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n s  
which were  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  he 
r e ad  p l a n s  f o r  a p r o p o s e d  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e  which 
had been s u b m i t t e d  by C a p t a i n  J u l e s  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  one of  
t h e  e r a ’ s most  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x p l o r e r s .  A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e s e  
p l a n s ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  p e r s o n a l l y  i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  
d ' U r v i l l e ' s  i t i n e r a r y  be a l t e r e d  to i n c l u d e  an a t t e m p t  to 
r ea ch  t h e  South P o l e  d u r i n g  t h e  voyage  ( 1 8 3 7 - 4 0 ) . A f o u n d­
i n g  member of  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  d ' U r v i l l e  made an 
a t t e m p t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  k i n g ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and he was
63
e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commi t t ee  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s
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r e t u r n  f rom t h e  A n t a r c t i c .  No d o u b t  h i s  s u c c e s s  a s  a p r e ­
e m i n e n t  e x p l o r e r  was r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  o f f i c e  i n  
t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  had a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n n e c t i o n
y
w i t h  one o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y :  Due E l i e  D e c a z e s ,
a member o f  t h e  B o r d e l a i s  c o t e r i e .  F r i e n d l y  t o  s h i p p i n g
i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n , D e c a z e s  was t h e  l i n c h p i n  i n  t h e
a t t e m p t e d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  Ak a r o a ,  New Z e a l a n d  i n  1 8 38 ,  a
c o l o n y  d e s i r e d  by B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p e r s .  A l t houg h  d o c u m e n t a r y
e v i d e n c e  i s  s c a n t y ,  s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  was
i n v o l v e d  in  t h i s  c o l o n i a l  v e n t u r e  and t h a t  Decazes  s e r v e d  as 
31h i s  a g e n t .  In any e v e n t ,  D e c a z e s ,  h i m s e l f ,  was h e a v i l y  
i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  Akaroan scheme f o r  p r o f i t ,  so i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  membersh ip  he e m p h a s i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  open new 
m a r k e t s  as one  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  But  he a l s o  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
unknown p a r t s  o f  t h e  wor ld  s h o u l d  be s o u g h t  o u t  by e x p l o r e r s  
" f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  h u m a ni t y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n . " ^ ^  For  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s  whom he c a l l e d  " p a c i f i c  c o n q u e r o r s " ,  Decazes  e m p h a s i z e d
a t w o - f o l d  m i s s i o n :  t h e y  mus t  " s p r e a d  t h e  s e e d s  o f  t r u t h  and
33t h e  germs o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n , "  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  a l s o  r e t u r n  t o  
F r a n c e  w i t h  "a  p r o f i t a b l e  p l a n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a new t r e e  
f o r  o u r  f o r e s t s ,  a u s e f u l  an i mal  f o r  o u r  f a r m s . "34
On New Y e a r ' s  Day i n  1834,  Decazes  l e d  a d e l e g a t i o n  
f rom t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  which p a i d  a f o r ma l  c a l l  on
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L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  and h i s  f a m i l y .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  d e l e g a t i o n
r e c e i v e d  a s p e c i a l  a u d i e n c e ,  a f a c t  c a r e f u l l y  n o t e d  i n  t h e  
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Bu i 1e t i n . But  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  r e m a i n e d  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  o t h e r  
p r e s i d e n t s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  Count  M o n t a i i v e t ,  d u r in g  
h i s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  i n  1834 ,  b r o u g h t  news o f  a d o n a t i o n  from 
t h e  k i n g  which s e r v e d  t o  u n d e r w r i t e  t h e  c o s t  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  a 
f o u r t h  volume o f  memoi r s ;  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  were  s p o n s o r e d  
by t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y " i n  o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  i n t e r e s t  in 
f u t u r e  e x p l o r a t i o n s .  M o n t a i i v e t  a l s o  a n no u nc ed  t h a t  t h e  Duke 
o f  O r l e a n s  had c o n t r i b u t e d  money i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  s o c i e t y .  Whi le  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  own s e n t i ­
m e n t s ,  M o n t a i i v e t  p r a i s e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  f o r  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t o  t h e  g r owt h  o f  French commerce and a l s o  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g e o g r a p h y  f o r  f u t u r e  e x p l o r e r s  and f o r  t h e  
m i l i t a r y . ^ ^
Baron J e a n - J a c q u e s  P e l e t ,  a L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l  i n  the  
Fr ench  army and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  in 1835,  
saw a d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween g e o g r a p h y  and m i l i t a r y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  In f a c t ,  " g e o g r a p h y  d o m i n a t e s  p o l i t i c s , "  
he d e c l a r e d  i n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t s  d i s c o u r s e . B u t  w a r ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  p r o v i d e d  a s e r v i c e  t o  g e o g r a p h y ,  s i n c e  m i l i t a r y  
c o n q u e s t s  p e r m i t t e d  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  which had been 
c l o s e d  t o  Eur op ean  t r a v e l l e r s .  P e l e t  t o o k  g r e a t  c a r e  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t o  t h e  membership t h a t  members o f  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  
had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  Camp ai gn ,  and  he announced  
t h a t  " l a s t  y e a r  [ 1 8 3 5 ]  t h e  p r i n c e  r o y a l  c a r r i e d  t h e  F rench
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s t a n d a r d  t o  t h e  A t l a s  m o u n t a i n s , "  when t h e  F r e n c h  army
^  38
e x p l o r e d  " M a u r i t a n i e  c e s a r i e n n e "  ( t h e  M a g r i b ) .  P e l e t ,  t h e
f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  have  i n t r o d u c e d  a s t r o n g
m i l i t a r y  t o n e ,  seemed t o  s u g g e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y
c o n q u e s t s .
F r a n c o i s  G u i z o t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was more c i r c u m ­
s p e c t  and a l l o w e d  no p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  t o  s l i p  i n t o  h i s  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly i n  1837.  Why he d i d  n o t  use  
t h i s  forum t o  a c c u m u l a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A l g e r i a n  C o l o n i a l  
S o c i e t y  w i t h  which he was known t o  be s y m p a t h e t i c  and which
39he had p u b l i c l y  s u p p o r t e d  r ema i ns  a m a t t e r  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n .
He d i d  e x p r e s s  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  work o f  F r e n c h  m i s s i o n a r i e s
who made c o n q u e s t s  " f o r  s c i e n c e  as  p a s s i o n a t e l y  as  t hey  made
c o n q u e s t s  f o r  God . "^^  They were  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  when F ra nc e
made h e r  P a c i f i c  c o n q u e s t s  ( p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i ) ,  b u t  Gu i zo t  d i d
n o t  e m p h a s i z e  t h i s  p o i n t  f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .
In 1838 ,  M. S a l v a n d y ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,
was more c a n d i d  in h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  s pe ec h  when he in fo r med
h i s  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  e x p l o r e r s  were  t h e  f i r s t  c o n q u e r o r s  o f  a
c o u n t r y  and t h a t  " A f r i c a  a p p e a r s  d e s t i n e d  t o  be r e t u r n e d  t o
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c i v i l i z a t i o n  by F r a n c e . "  A l t h ou gh  S a l v a n d y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
f a m i l i a r  m i s s i o n  c i v i l i s a t r i c e , h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  seemed t o  
s t r e s s  t h e  commerc ia l  b e n e f i t s  which were  l i k e l y  t o  f o l l o w  
s u c c e s s f u l  F r ench  e x p l o r a t i o n s .
T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  in  t h e  c a s e s  o f  M. V i l l e m a n ,  
M i n i s t e r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and L a u r e n t  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e ,
66
M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and Commerce,  b o th  o f  whom s e r v e d  as
p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1841 and 1842 
43r e s p e c t i v e l y .
By 1843,  O c ea n i a  became a m a j o r  t o p i c  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r
t h e  S o c i e t y ,  and d o u b t l e s s  t h i s  was r e l a t e d  t o  r e c e n t l y
e s t a b l i s h e d  French  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  t h e  Marques as  and T a h i t i .
S a b i n  B e r t h e l o t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commi t t ee ,  w r o t e
i n  h i s  annua l  r e p o r t  t h a t  " t h e  P o l y n e s i a n  r e g i o n  i s  becoming
one o f  t h e  g r e a t  c e n t e r s  [ o f  t h e  w o r l d ]  where  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f
44F r a n c e ,  R u s s i a ,  and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  come t o  a h e a d . "
He i n f o r m e d  t h e  membersh ip  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  Navy and 
C o l o n i e s  had c i r c u l a t e d  a document  which p r o c l a i m e d  a b s o l u t e  
F r en ch  c o n t r o l  o v e r  p o r t s  in  t h e  Marquesas  and T a h i t i .  
B e r t h e l o t  a rgued t h a t  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a r c h i ­
p e l a g o e s  p r ov id ed  F r a n c e  w i t h  " l i e u x  de r e l â c h e  e t  de 
r a v i t a i l l e m e n t . " ^ ^  F r a n c e ' s  g a i n s  i n  O c e a n i a ,  he a s s u r e d  h i s  
r e a d e r s ,  " shou l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t oward  t h e
f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y  of  [ F r e n c h ]  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  South 
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P a c i f i c . "
T h i s  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  O c e a n i a  l e d  t o  t h e  r e p u b l i -  
c a t i o n  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s t  memoirs  i n  t h e  Bui 1 e t i n . One o f  t h e  
mos t  z e a l o u s  was w r i t t e n  by a member o f  t h e  Chamber o f
D e p u t i e s ,  Louis E s t a n c e l i n ,  and i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d
% ^  47
i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  de l a  S o c i é t é  m a r i t i m e  de P a r i s , C a h i e r  5.
His  a r t i c l e  was ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  a r esume o f  documents
f o r w a r d e d  t o  him by C a p t a i n  H u r t e l , a n a v i g a t o r  in  t h e  F r e nc h
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n a v y .  S i n c e  E s t a n c e l i n  was a s t r o n g  O r l e a n i s t  who e n j o y e d  a
c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  i t  seems s i g n f i c a n t
t h a t  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  c h o s e  t o  r e p u b l i s h  h i s  e x p a n -
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s i o n i s t  a r t i c l e .
H u r t e l  had i nformed E s t a n c e l i n  t h a t  he r emained  
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  F r a n ce  cou l d  i n c r e a s e  h e r  commercia l  w e a l t h  by 
s e t t i n g  up power fu l  m a r i t i m e  b a s e s  i n  t h e  Marquesas  and i n  t h e  
S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s .  Once t h i s  was d o n e ,  t h e n  Fr ance  s h o u l d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  form commercia l  t i e s  w i t h  South  Amer ica ,  C e n t r a l  
A m e r i c a ,  and t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o a s t  o f  Nor th Amer ica .  E s t a n c e l i n  
r e p e a t e d  H u r t e l ' s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  m o t i v e s  bu t  changed t h e  f o c u s  
o f  t h e  d e s i g n .  He ag r eed  t h a t  F r a n c e  s h o u l d  e mu l a t e  t h e  
A m e r i c a n s ,  B r i t i s h  and R u s s i a n s  who were  o u t s t r i p p i n g  h e r  in 
t h e  P a c i f i c ,  b u t  t h e  commercia l  t i e s  which E s t a n c e l i n  p r o p o s e d  
c a l l e d  f o r  l i n k a g e s  between c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
h e m i s p h e r e  and China .  Once f i r m l y  e n t r e n c h e d  in P o l y n e s i a ,  
E s t a n c e l i n  was c o n v i n ce d  t h a t  F r a n c e  c o u l d  s u c c e s s f u l l y
49e x c l u d e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  f rom t h i s  l u c r a t i v e  t r a d e  r o u t e .
W i t h o u t  E s t a n c e l i n ' s  power and h i s  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t ,  
H u r t e l ' s  v iews  q u i t e  p r o b a b l y  would n o t  have found a l a r g e  
a u d i e n c e .  As i t  was ,  h i s  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a pp e a l  r e c e i v e d  c o v e r ­
age i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  M a r i t i me  S o c e i t y  and t h e  
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  and E s t a n c e l i n  a l s o  spoke  a bou t  t h e  same 
s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  Chamber o f  D e p u t i e s  as  w e l l . ^ ^
By 1844 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s t r a t e g i c  c a n a l s  drew t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  In a d i s c o u r s e  t o
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t h e  G en er a l  Assembly i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Adr ien  
C o c h e l e t ^ ^  t o l d  t h e  a s s e m b l y  a b o u t  o n - g o i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c a n a l  t h r o u g h  Lake N i c a r a g u a .  But  he 
p l a c e d  more i mmed ia t e  need  on a c a n a l  be t ween  t h e  M e d i t e r ­
r a n e a n  and t h e  Red S e a ,  s i n c e  h i s  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  as  c o n s u l  
i n  E gy pt  c o n v i n c e d  him t h a t  F r a n c e  c o u l d  p u t  t h i s  cana l  t o  
b e t t e r  u s e .  He remin de d  t h e  a s s e m b l y  t h a t  Napoleon had seen
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a c a n a l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a n o t  so s u b t l e
52r e m i n d e r  o f  N a p o l e o n i c  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
The Mehemet A1i A f f a i r  no d o u b t  had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o
Fr ench  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Red S e a .  T h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n
c o n t i n u e d  in 1845 when Viven S t .  M a r t i n ,  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e
C e n t r a l  Co m mi t t e e ,  w r o t e  in  h i s  a n n u a l  summary t h a t  " t h e
p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  which t h e  E n g l i s h  now p o s s e s s  a t  Aden
g i v e s  them p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o m a l i a , "  a p a r t  o f  t h e
A b y s s i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  which was s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  A r a b i an
53p e n i n s u l a  o n l y  by t h e  G u l f  o f  Aden.  S i n c e  F r a n c e  had been 
s e n d i n g ,  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e n d ,  t eams  o f  e x p l o r e r s  t o  
A b y s s i n i a ,  and s i n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  had  d e f e a t e d  h e r  E g y p t i a n  
a l l y  r e c e n t l y ,  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  e x p a n s i o n i s m ,  and p o l i t i c s  seemed 
t o  form a t i g h t  web i n  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  Red Sea a r e a . ^ ^
O t h e r  p a r t s  o f  A f r i c a  a l s o  drew t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
F r e n c h ,  i f  one can j u d g e  f rom t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e p o r t s  in t h e  
Bui 1e t i n s . The g o v e r n me n t  e n c o u r a g e d  d eep  i n t e r i o r  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n s  i n  w e s t  A f r i c a ,  and s u b s i d i z e d  e x p l o r e r s  t o  e a s t  A f r i c a  
as  w e l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Z a n z i b a r  and M a d a g a s c a r .  The S u l t a n
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o f  Musca t  was hounded  by F r e n c h  a g e n t s  f o r  commerc ia l  t r e a t i e s
and was n e r v o u s l y  o b s e r v e d  by t h e  French when t h e y  o c c u p i e d
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s m a l l  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  Mozambique Channel  as e a r l y  as  1843.
But  t h e  theme o f  F r a n c e ' s  c i v i l i z i n g  m i s s i o n  r e o c c u r ­
r e d  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e .  Baron C h a r l e s  W a l c k e n a e r ,  w h i l e  
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly i n  December ,  1 846 ,  r emin de d  
t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  F r a n c e  needed  
i n d u s t t r y  and w e a l t h ,  s h e  a l s o  need  g lo i  r e . D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  
t h e  g l o r y  o f  d i s c o v e r i e s  was p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  
c o n q u e s t s ,  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  i f  A l e x a n d e r  d e s e r v e d  and k e p t  
" t h e  G r e a t "  as  p a r t  o f  h i s  name,  i t  was b e c a u s e  he b r o u g h t  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  A s i a . ^ ^
Count  L o u i s  Mole^ e m p h as i z e d  what  had been c l e a r l y  
e v i d e n t  f o r  some t i m e  when he made h i s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s  in  
1847.  In s p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  Ge ne r a l  Assembly he a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  
"we l i v e  i n  t i m e s  when s c i e n c e  i t s e l f  can no l o n g e r  be 
i s o l a t e d  f rom g r e a t  c i v i l  and  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s . " ^ ^  As 
an i m p o r t a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  who p r e s i d e d  o v e r  an o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s c i e n c e s  (he was P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  Co un ci l  i n  1 8 3 7 ) ,  he was t h e  b e s t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  h i s  
own t h e s i s .  In c l o s i n g  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  he t o l d  t h e  members t h a t  
t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d  a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  t o  F ran ce  i n  t h a t  t h e y  were
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  z e a l  and d e v o t i o n  o f  e x p l o r e r s  who w e r e ,  a f t e r
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a l l ,  " t h e  s c o u t s  o f  commerce . . .  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f . "
U n t i l  1848 when E d m e - F r a n ^ o i s  Jomard became P r e s i d e n t -  
E l e c t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  As sembl y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t s
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had been g r a n ds  n o t a b l e s . But  Jomard was n o t  a commonplace 
man;  he had s e r v e d  a s  an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  f o r  
many y e a r s ,  and he p o s s e s s e d  p r o p e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s .  
But  he r e p e a t e d  some f a m i l a r  t hemes  e x p r e s s e d  by p a s t  p r e s i ­
d e n t s  when he s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  A f r i c a .  He avowed
t h a t  f u t u r e  F rench  d e s i g n s  on t h a t  c o n t i n e n t  depended  h e a v i l y
59on h a v i n g  c o r r e c t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Chauvi ni sm 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  one o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s  when he v e r b a l l y  c h a s t i z e d  
t h e  award c ommi t t ee  f o r  g i v i n g  p r i z e s  t o  f o r e i g n e r s .  French  
e x p l o r e r s  b r o u g h t  h ono r  t o  F r a n c e ,  and Jomard f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  
s h o u l d  n e v e r  be d i s c o u r a g e d  by t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  
M or eo ve r  he was d i s t r e s s e d  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  o f  B r i t i s h
e x p l o r e r s ,  and  f e l t  t h a t  F r a n c e  was f a l l i n g  t o o  f a r  b eh i nd
. .  . _ 60 h e r  o l d  r i v a l .
No d o u b t  J o ma r d ,  Baron Damas and Count  C h a b r o l ,  t h e
l a s t  two h av i n g  been e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
t h e  f i r s t  e x p l o r e r  t o  r e a c h  T i m b u k t u ,  would have a p p r o ve d  an
a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t  p r o p o se d  by Dr .  D od ich on ,  a F r en ch  p h y s i c i a n
r e s i d i n g  i n  A l g i e r s .  His  p r o p o s a l ,  p r i n t e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y
i n  t h e  B u i l e t i n . a g a i n  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  use  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l
S o c i e t y  as  a p r op ag an da  forum f o r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  i n t e r e s t s .
Dod i chon  p r o p o s e d  a t r a d e  u n i o n  be tween A l g i e r s  nad S e n e g a l ,
h a v i n g  as  i t s  c e n t r a l  e n t r e p o t  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  s e l e c t i o n s - -
T i m b u k t u .  Such a u n i o n ,  he w r o t e ,  would f u r n i s h  F ra nc e  w i th
an i n t e r n a l  p o r t  in t h e  Sudan which c o u l d  s e r v e  t h r e e  i n t e r n a l
cn
t r a d e  r o u t e s .  I f  t h i s  u n io n  were  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  F r ance  c o u l d
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t h e n  d o m i n a t e  m a r k e t s  in A f r i c a  which wer e  c o n s t a n t l y  
t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h .  Oases  i n  t h e  S a h a r a ,  l i k e  a r c h ­
i p e l a g o e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  c o u l d  be u s e d  as  “ p o i n t s  de 
r e l â c h e s "  f o r  t h e  d e s e r t  p o r t  o f  A l g i e r s ,  a p o r t  whose com­
m e r c i a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  were e s t i m a t e d  t o  be 20 t o  30 m i l l i o n  
f r a n c s  a n n u a l l y .  Dodichon ,  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l  i n f o r m e d ,  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  Sud an es e  go l d  mines  and l u x u r y  p r o d u c t s  ( i v o r y
and o s t r i c h  plumes),  were  o f  such  g r e a t  v a l u e  t h a t  t h e  Sudan
6 3
c o u l d  e a s i l y  become "une C a l i f o r n i e  a f r i c a i n e . "  Whether  
D o d i c h o n ' s  p r o j e c t  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i m p o r t a n t .  What i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  ho we ve r ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  chose  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  p r o p o s a l  in  i t s  
e n t i  r e t y .
A l t h o u g h  t h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  t h e  r e i g n  o f  
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ,  one can  g e n e r a l i z e  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  C l e a r l y  d o m i n a t e d  by men 
who were  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  geog raph y  
p e r  s e . t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was a mic roc osm o f  French e l i t e  
i n t e r e s t s .  The c l u e  t o  e l i t i s m  emerges  q u i t e  e a r l y .  When 
one a n a l y z e s  t h e  f o u n d i n g  memb er sh i p ,  one f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
s o c i e t y  c o n t a i n e d  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  n o b l e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l s ;  l e s s  t h a n  7 p e r  c e n t  wer e  g e o g r a p h e r s .  
M o re ov e r ,  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Gener a l  As sembl y  were a lways  
g r a n d s  n o t a b l e s  who b r o u g h t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  g r e a t  p r e s t i g e  a t  
l i t t l e  c o s t .  And w h i l e  t h e s e  men c o u l d  have  f u n c t i o n e d  as 
h o n o r a r y  f i g u r e h e a d s ,  some o f  them c h o s e  t o  use  t h e
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G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  as  an e x p a n s i o n i s t  forum when d e l i v e r i n g  
t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s e s  t w i c e  a y e a r .  Us ing t h i s  f o r u m ,  
t h e y  f a s h i o n e d  c u l t u r a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and commerc ia l  r h e t o r i c  
t o  c o v e r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a ims  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  e r a  which demanded 
d i s c r e t i o n .  T h u s ,  i n  a s e n s e ,  a s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
e x i s t e d  between t h o s e  who used  t h i s  forum and t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  which s o u g h t  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o l i t i c a l  and 
c o mmer c i a l  e l i t e  o f  F r a n c e .
The S o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  i t s  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  v o y a g e s ,  t h r o u g h  
a w a r d i n g  p r i z e s ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  B u l l e t i n  which s e r v e d  as  an 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e ,  and t h r o u g h  i t s  e l i t e  membership  
c o n n e c t i o n s  c r e a t e d  a nexus  o f  i n t e r e s t s  which u r ged  e x p a n ­
s i o n i s m .
A l l  o f  t h e  u s u a l  m o t iv es  f o r  e x p a n s i o n i s m  were 
e x p r e s s e d ,  bu t  commerce seemed t o  d o m i n a t e .  D e c a z e s ,  V i l l e -  
m a i n ,  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e , Chabro l  and Damas e x p r e s s e d  commerc ia l  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s e s ;  B e r t h e l o t  
e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  m o t i v e  i n  h i s  annua l  summary o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  
o f  g e o g r a p h y .  Moreov er ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  p u b l i s h e d  E s t a n c e l i n ' s  
r a d i c a l  p l a n  f o r  French commerc ia l  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  South  
P a c i f i c  and D o d i c h o n ' s  p l a n  f o r  commerc ia l  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Sudan.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  were t h e  u s ua l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n s  and  t h e s e  were b e s t  e x p r e s s e d  by P e l e t  and C o c h e l e t ,  
b o t h  o f  whom had s e r v e d  u n d e r  Nap o l eo n .  A r t f u l l y  r e c a l l i n g  
h i s  e x p l o i t s ,  t h e y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  menace n e c e s s i ­
t a t e d  v i g o r o u s  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  F r a n c e .
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And o f  c o u r s e ,  p r e s t i g e  and t h e  c i v i l i z i n g  m i s s i o n  
s e r v e d  t o  j u s t i f y  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ,  o b s e s s e d  
w i t h  s u r p a s s i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h m a n ,  James 
W e d d e l l ,  o r d e r e d  d ' U r v i l l e  t o  A n t a r c t i c a .  O t h e r s ,  S a l v a n d y ,  
W a l c k e n a e r  and Mole ,  w a n t e d  t o  b r i n g  F rench  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  
t h e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .
In  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  n a s c e n t  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  s e n t i m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t .  As a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s amp l e  o f  l a r g e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  
t h e  s o c i e t y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c ,  y e t  u n o b t r u s i v e ,  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a f o u n d a t i o n  which t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  
R e p u b l i c  u t i l i z e d  in  b u i l d i n g  F r a n c e ' s  g r e a t e s t  e m p i r e .
CHAPTER V
AFRICAN NETWORK: EXPEDITIONS TO ABYSSINIA, ALGERIA,
AND EASTERN AND EQUATORIAL AFRICA
U n l i k e  t h e  P a c i f i c  w h er e  p r i m a r i l y  na va l  p e r s o n n e l  
e x p l o r e d  t h e  s e a s  and t h e  i s l a n d s ,  c o n d u c t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e ­
d i t i o n s ,  and p r o c u r e d  p o i n t s  d *appui  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  F rench  e x p a n s i o n i s m ,  A f r i c a  was i n v a d e d  by d i f f e r e n t  g r oup s  
o f  Frenchmen.  Dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
n o t  o n l y  m a r i n e  f o r c e s  b u t  army p e r s o n n e l ,  p r i v a t e  e n t r e p r e ­
n e u r s ,  and a d v e n t u r e r s  p e n e t r a t e d  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  A f r i c a ,  
s e i z e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  b a s e s ,  c o l l e c t e d  an i m p r e s s i v e  a r r a y  o f  
d e mo g r a p h i c  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a ,  s u r v e y e d  t h e  commer c i a l  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  p r o m i s i n g  s i t e s ,  and amassed  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  a b o u t  A f r i c a .  In so d o i n g ,  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  men 
p r e p a r e d  t h e  way f o r  French s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l  o f  a n e t w o r k  o f  
c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  from E q u a t o r i a l  A f r i c a  t o  A l g e r i a .  Many 
o f  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t e p s  began  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  
Monarchy.
A s h o r t  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  of  t h e  r e i g n  o f  
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ,  A f r i c a  was a wor l d  s e a l e d  o f f  f rom E ur o p e  by
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Arab c o n q u e r o r s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  E u r o p e a n s ,  t h e  Arabs  
n e v e r ^ u n i f i e d  t h e i r  d i s p a r a t e  s u b j e c t s  i n t o  one c o h e s i v e  
u n i t ,  t h u s  p e r m i t t i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  s e i z u r e  o f  A l g i e r s  
by t h e  F r e n c h  i n  1 8 2 9- 3 0 .  T h i s  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  f o o t h o l d  e n a b l e d  
t h e  J u l y  Monarchy t o  expand  i t s  c o n t r o l  i n t o  a Regency f o r  a l l  
o f  A l g e r i a .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  began i n  1840 when t h e  French 
g o v e r n m e n t  o p t e d  f o r  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  o f  A l g e r i a ,  a move 
a c c om pa n i e d  by t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  send  a l a r g e  s c i e n t i f i c  com­
m i s s i o n  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e  much o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .
D u r i n g  t h e  same d e c a d e ,  t h e  French  a l s o  t h o r o u g h l y  
e x p l o r e d  A b y s s i n i a ,  r e c o n n o i t e r e d  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  and t h e  l a n d s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  Senega l  
r i v e r ,  and  made f o r a y s  deep i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  
Sudan.  F r e n c h  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  A f r i c a  had begun .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  be s t - known e p i s o d e  of  F rench  e x p a n s i o n ­
ism i s  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  much 
i n t e r e s t  in o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  Le t  us  f i r s t  
examine  F r e n c h  a t t e m p t s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  A b y s s i n i a  s i n c e  t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p l o r a t i o n s  t h e r e .
P r i o r  t o  gov er nmen t  i n v o l v e m e n t  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s
e x p l o r e d  A b y s s i n i a .  Edmond Combes and Maur i ce  T a m i s i e r ,  two
S t .  S i mo n i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  E g y p t ,  e x p l o r e d  p a r t s  o f  Choa (1835-
2
37) i n  n o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e y  c om p l e t e d  
t h e i r  j o u r n e y ,  M. J u l e s  Dufey and Dr .  Loui s  A u b e r t - R o c h e ,  two 
a d v e n t u r e r s ,  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  form commerc ia l  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  
v a r i o u s  c h i e f t a n s  i n  n o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a .  However ,  a n i m o s i t y
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on t h e  p a r t  o f  Arab m e r c h a n t s  a l r e a d y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  Massawa
and Z e y l a ,  two i m p o r t a n t  p o r t s  on t h e  Red S ea ,  p r e v e n t e d  t he
3
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  h o p e s .
U n d e t e r r e d  by t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  Dufey and Roche t o  g e t  a 
commerc ia l  t o e h o l d  i n  A b y s s i n i a ,  Edmond Combes i n  1839 s u c ­
ceeded  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  b u s i n e s s m e n  f rom Nan tes  and Bor deaux  t o  
form a t r a d i n g  company f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e .  T h i s  t a s k  was 
n o t  e a s y  however .  His  c a u t i o u s  a s s o c i a t e s  were r e l u c t a n t  to  
a c t  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n me n t  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  s u p p o r t ,  and so  Combes 
was o b l i g e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  an a g g r e s s i v e  campaign f o r  s t a t e  
i n v o l v e m e n t .  W r i t i n g  t o  Marshal  S o u l t ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  Combes i n fo r m e d  him of
t h e  comp an y ' s  A b y s s i n i a n  v e n t u r e  and r e q u e s t e d  g o v e r n m en t a l  
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a s s u r a n c e .  Combes '  a s s o c i a t e s ,  MM. Tochez  and Nogues o f  
N a n t e s ,  and MM. H y p o l i t e  Baba and B a l g u e r e s  o f  B o r d e a u x ,  a l s o  
w r o t e  S o u l t  u r g i n g  him t o  s u p p o r t  e n d e a v o r .  They p r o p o s e d  t h e  
p u r c h a s e  of  Z e y l a  and p ro mi s ed  t h a t  i t  would be r e t r o c e d e d  to 
F r an ce  once t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  company was a s s u r e d .  In  o r d e r  
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e s e  aims t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  a F rench  g a r r i s o n  
be p l a c e d  a t  t h e  c o m pa ny ' s  d i s p o s a l ,  and i n  o r d e r  t o  p u r c h a s e  
t h e  p o r t  t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  6 , 00 0  muske t s  and 1 , 0 0 0  smal l
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arms be s e t  a s i d e  t o  s e r v e  as  c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  
P r o b a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Duke o f
O r l e a n s  h e l d  i n  h i g h  e s t e e m  t h e  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s e d  by Combes and 
h i s  a s s o c i a t e s , ^  S o u l t  soon w r o t e  t o  Gene r a l  S c h n e i d e r ,  
M i n i s t e r  o f  War,  r e q u e s t i n g  prompt  d e l i v e r y  of  t h e  a r m s .  On
77
>
December 2 ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  arms and
S c h n e i d e r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  a d v i s e d  company o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h i s
good n e w s . ^  M o r e o v e r ,  two m i n i s t r i e s  p r o v i d e d  some f u n d i n g :
Combes r e c e i v e d  6 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s  from F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  and 6 ,000
f r a n c s  from A g r i c u l t u r e  and Commerce o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e
8
y e a r s  ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 8 4 0 ) .  The Naval  M i n i s t r y  p r o v i d e d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,
t o o l s ,  a rms ,  and f r e e  p a s s a g e  on s h i p s  o f  s t a t e  f o r  company
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o f f i c i a l s  as  w e l l .  The company ' s  s u c c e s s  seemed t o  be a s s u r e d .
A r r i v i n g  in  A l e x a n d r i a ,  Egypt  in  November ,  1 8 3 8 ,
Combes i m m e d i a t e l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he needed a s s i s t a n c e  in  mak­
ing  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  c r o s s  Egypt  in o r d e r  to r e a c h  t h e  p o r t  o f  
Z e y l a .  He c a l l e d  upon Adr ien  C o c h e l e t ,  French  c o n s u l  in 
Egypt ,  and i n fo r m e d  him o f  t h e  company ' s  p l a n  t o  p u r c h a s e  
Z ey la  and r e q u e s t e d  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e .  C o c h e l e t  was a s t o n i s h e d  
t h a t  t h e  F r ench  go ve r nmen t  had n o t  a d v i s e d  him o f  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  
and he was a l s o  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  Combes d i d  n o t  know t h a t  
Z e y la  b e l o n g e d  t o  Mehemet A l i ,  Pasha  o f  Eg yp t ,  and t h u s  c o u l d
no t  be p u r c h a s e d  f rom some- unknown A b y s s i n i a n  c h i e f t a n  as had 
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been assumed.  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  h i n t  t h a t  Combes'  
e l a b o r a t e  scheme m i g h t  t u r n  s o u r .
Now t h a t  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  s i t e  was known t o  be 
u n a v a i l a b l e ,  company o f f i c i a l s  s e t t l e d  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of  
Edd,  an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t  on t h e  Red Sea.  However ,  l o c a l  
s w i n d l e r s  s o l d  p r o p e r t y  o v e r  which t h e y  had a b s o l u t e l y  no 
c o n t r o l ,  and t h i s  c l um sy  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  
S o u l t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  a l l  s u p p o r t . H e  n o t i f i e d  t h e
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N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  g r oup  and Combes o f  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  w h i l e  a l s o
i n f o r m i n g  them t h a t  t h e  g ove r nment  arms s h o u l d  be r e - e x p o r t e d
12and s o l d  i n  Sout h  Amer ica .
I l l  c o n c e i v e d  and too  h a s t i l y  p l a n n e d .  Combes’ v e n t u r e  
was p r o b a b l y  doomed f rom t h e  s t a r t .  The u n d e f i n e d  r o l e  which 
t h e  g ov e r n m e n t  p l a y e d  may have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  o v e r - c o n f i d e n c e  
on t h e  p a r t  o f  company o f f i c i a l s ,  b u t  t h e i r  own n a i v e t e  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  A b y s s i n i a  was a m aj o r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
company.  To make m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  f o r  some f o r t y  y e a r s  f u t u r e
commer c i a l  a t t e m p t s  in  A b y s s i n i a  were  d i s c o u r a g e d  by t h e
13b u n g l i n g  a t t e m p t  o f  t h i s  company.
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  d u r i n g  t h o s e  i n t e r v e n i n g  d e c a d e s  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n t e r e s t  r ema in ed  c o n s t a n t ,  and Fr ench  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n  o f  A b y s s i n i a  i n t e n s i f i e d .  S o u l t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o r d e r e d  
t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t o r  o f  A b y s s i n i a  in  1839 
even w h i l e  t h e  Combes'  g r oup  was t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a com­
m e r c i a l  f o o t h o l d  i n  Z e y l a .  He o r d e r e d  C a p t a i n s  F e r r e t  and 
G a l i n i e r ,  two g e n e r a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  o f  T i g r e ,  Semi en ,  and Amhara " t o  s t u d y  t h e  more s ,  
c u s t o m s ,  r e l i g i o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s , "  and a l s o  demanded t h a t  t h e y  a s s i s t  t h e  crew o f  
t h e  Ankober  ( t h e  o f f i c i a l  v e s s e l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  N a n t o -  
B o r d e l a i s e  company) w i t h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  commer­
c i a l  t i e s  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a l o n g  t h e  A b y s s i n i a n  c o a s t .
F e r r e t  and G a l i n i e r  were l e s s  t h a n  s u c c e s s f u l  in  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  t h e  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  o f
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t h e i r  v o y a g e , b u t  t h e i r  z e a l  f o r  s c i e n c e  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  
r e s u l t i n g  f rom t h i s  were  n o t e w o r t h y . ^ ®  They e v i d e n t l y  gave  
v e r y  l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c rew o f  t h e  A n k o b e r . They were 
e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  company o f f i c i a l s  and 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  Edd,  t h e  p o r t  p u r c h a s e d  when Z e y l a  
was n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  was a w o r t h l e s s  o n e .  R e p o r t s  c r i t i z i n g  
t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  company f l o w e d  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  S o u l t .
S o u l t ' s  b e h a v i o r  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Though r e l u c t a n t  a t  
f i r s t  t o  h ono r  t h e  o v e r t u r e s  coming f rom t h e  Combes'  g r o u p ,  
he moved f o r c e f u l l y  once  he l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  Duke o f  O r l e a n s  
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  company.  I t  may b e ,  one s u s p e c t s ,  t h a t  
S o u l t  had f r i e n d s  who i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e  company as  w e l l .  One 
may p o s e  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s .  Why d i d  S o u l t  a g r e e  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  
company w i t h  arms and a g a r r i s o n  o f  F r e nc h  s o l d i e r s ?  A l t h o ug h  
t h e  guns  were  t o  s e r v e  as  c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  l an d  
which would be r e t r o c e d e d  t o  F r a n c e ,  t h e  whole  b u s i n e s s  was 
a v e r y  r i s k y  v e n t u r e  f rom t h e  s t a r t .  Why d i d  he send  F e r r e t  
and G a l i n i e r  on an o f f i c i a l  m i s s i o n  w i t h  o r d e r s  t o  a s s i s t  men 
e mbar k i ng  on a h a r e b r a i n e d  q u a s i - o f f i c i a l  commercia l  a t t e m p t ?
A l i k e l y  a ns w er  seems t o  be t h a t  he was a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  
t h e  growth o f  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  Red Sea a r e a ,  and 
r e g a r d e d  t h i s  commerc ia l  v e n t u r e  as  a b a s e  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  
c o u n t e r p o i  s e .
I t  i s  known t h a t  i n  1839 S o u l t  a s ke d  J omar d ,  member 
o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  and one o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  t o  a d v i s e  him c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a
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Fr ench  c o n s u l a t e  a t  Massawa,  an A b y s s i n i a n  p o r t  on t h e  Red
S e a .  Jomard s u p p o r t e d  s uch  a move s t r e s s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  p r o t e c t i n g  French i n t e r e s t s  and French  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  Red
Sea r e g i o n ;  he a l s o  recommended t h a t  F r ench  n ava l  c r u i s e s  be
u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  same a r e a  a s  a c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  a g a i n s t  t h e
growth  of  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e  r e s u l t i n g  f rom h e r  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
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Aden i n  1839.  Two c o n s u l a t e s  were  soon e s t a b l i s h e d — one a t
Massawa and t h e  o t h e r  a t  D j / d d a :  A l e x a n d r e  D e g o u t i n ,
C o c h e l e t ' s  p r o t e g e ,  headed  t h e  f o r m e r  and F u l g e n c e  F r e s n e l ,
known f o r  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  in  Egypt  and i n  A r a b i a ,
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headed t he  l a t t e r  p o s t  i n  1 840 .  C l e a r l y  S o u l t  i n t e n d e d  t o
keep a b r e a s t  o f  B r i t i s h  a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  t h w a r t  t h e i r  d e s i g n s
\
v i s - a - v i s  F r a n c e ' s  E g y p t i a n  f r i e n d ,  Mehemet A l i .  And s i n c e
t h e  Pasha o f  Egypt  was d i r e c t l y  e m b r o i l e d  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n
Q u e s t i o n ,  F r a n c e ' s  A f r i c a n  e x p e d i t i o n s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n  o f  European d i p l o m a t i c  a f f a i r s .
The re  was no d e f i n i t e  E a s t e r n  Q u e s t i o n  in  t h e  minds o f
European s t a t e s m e n  b e f o r e  1830 .  Yet in l e s s  t h a n  a de ca de
Mehemet A l i ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  d o m i n a t e  S u l t a n  Mahmud I I  ( and  l a t e r
h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Adbul Mej i d)  r e s u l t e d  in a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which
20war seemed imminent  be tween F r a n c e  and B r i t a i n .  Under t h e  
Pasha  and t h e  French  e x p e r t s  whom he b r o u g h t  t o  E g y p t ,  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  power w h i l e  r e m a i n ­
ing  a v a s s a l  t o  t h e  Ot toman S u l t a n  in  name o n l y .  Mehemet Al i  
a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of  h i s  power h e l d  S y r i a  and was a l s o  in  p o s s e s ­
s i o n  o f  Mecca and Medina ;  t h e  l a t t e r  a c q u i s i t i o n s  made i t
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a p p e a r  t h a t  he i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n q u e r  a l l  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  P e n i n ­
s u l a .  As e a r l y  as  1 8 3 7 ,  S u l t a n  Mahmud I I ,  d i s t u r b e d  by h i s  
v a s s a l ' s  a g g r e s s i v e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  
occupy Aden,  f o r  which  t h e y  n eeded  l i t t l e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .
From t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  t h e  F r a n c o - E g y p t i a n  
f r i e n d s h i p  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a s p h e r e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  s t r e t c h ­
ing  from t h e  L e v a n t  t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
P a l m e r s t o n  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  p e r m i t  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p owe r fu l  b l o c ,  g i v e n  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  h o l d i n g s  in 
I n d i a .
The Mehemet Al i  d i s r u p t i o n  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  e n t e n t e
between F r a n c e  and Engl and  which was a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  by t h e
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no r e a l  community o f  economic  i n t e r e s t s
between t h e  two n a t i o n s .  The E n g l i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  P a r i s  had
a l r e a d y  warned t h e  g o ve r nmen t  t h a t  "two n a t i o n s  c a n n o t
c o n t i n u e  t o  be u n i t e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  bound
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d i r e c t l y  by t h e  bonds o f  commercia l  a f f a i r s . "  French
b u s i n e s s m e n  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  B r i t i s h  c o m p e t i t i o n  and demanded
t a r i f f  h i k e s  which d i d  n o t  s e t  wel l  w i t h  B r i t i s h  c o m p e t i t o r s .
By 1837 P a l m e r s t o n  was g r u m b l i n g  t h a t  F r a n c e  was j e a l o u s  " o f
t h e  commercia l  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  England and d e s i r e d  t o  a r r e s t
23t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y . "
The E a s t e r n  Q u e s t i o n  r e a c h e d  c r i s i s  p r o p o r t i o n s  when 
Mehemet Al i  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he was g o i n g  t o  d e c l a r e  h i s  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  f rom T u r k e y .  S u l t a n  Mahmud opened  h o s t i l i t i e s  
f i r s t  ( A p r i l ,  1 8 3 9 ) ,  b u t  h i s  f o r c e s  were  soon r o u t e d  by t h o s e
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o f  h i s  E g y p t i a n  v a s s a l .  P a l m e r s t o n ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  war  was
i m m i n e n t ,  had t r i e d  s i n c e  l a t e  s p r i n g  o f  1838 t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e
o t h e r  powers  t o  u n i t e  i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o e r c i v e  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t
Mehemet A l i ,  b u t  F r a n c e  r e s i s t e d .  A l r e a d y  a n x i o u s  a b o u t
R u s s i a n  i n v o c a t i o n  o f  h e r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  U n k i a r  
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S k e l e s s i ,  P a l m e r s t o n  r e s o l v e d  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  a f f a i r  once  and
f o r  a l l  i n  1839 .  By t h e  end of  S e p t e m b e r ,  B r i t a i n  i n f o r m e d
F r a n c e  t h a t  R u s s i a ,  A u s t r i a ,  P r u s s i a ,  and B r i t a i n  were  g o i n g
t o  a c t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  " w h e t h e r  F r a n c e  j o i n s  o r  n o t ;  b u t  t h a t
on e v e r y  a c c o u n t  we s h a l l  d e e p l y  r e g r e t  t h a t  F ra nc e  s h o u l d  n o t
25be a p a r t y  t o  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s . "  T h i e r s ,  s u c c e e d i n g  S o u l t  
as  head  o f  t h e  g o ve r nmen t  in 1840,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e e  no r e a s o n  
why he s h o u l d  compel Mehemet Al i  t o  abandon t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  
S u l t a n .  On J u l y  15 ,  1840 P a l m e r s t o n  was a b l e  t o  s i g n  a 
Q u a d r u p l e  Agreement  w i t h  the o t h e r  po we r s ,  and t h i s  a p p e a r e d  
t o  be t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  in  t h e  c r i s i s .  As a r e s u l t ,  Mehemet 
A l i  was f o r c e d  t o  r e t i r e  to h i s  E g y p t i a n  d o m i n i o n s .  More­
o v e r ,  F r ance  was i s o l a t e d  and t h e r e  was t a l k  o f  war  a g a i n s t  
E n g l a n d ,  b u t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ,  d i smayed  a t  T h i e r s '  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  
f a c e  f a c t s ,  d i s m i s s e d  him and as r e s u l t  t h e  T h i e r s '  g o v e r n ­
ment  f e l l  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1840.  T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  F r a nc e
26c o n t i n u e d  t o  s end  e x p l o r e r s  t o  A b y s s i n i a .
So many e x p l o r e r s  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  F e r r e t  
and G a l i n i e r  t h a t  i t  app ea r ed  t h a t  t h e  French  were  o b s e s s e d  
w i t h  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  C o p t s .  C h a r l e m a g n e - T h e o p h i l e  
L e f e b v r e ,  a f o r m e r  a s s o c i a t e  o f  t h e  d ' A b b a d i e  b r o t h e r s  d u r i n g
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a s c i e n t i f i c  m i s s i o n  t o  B r a z i l ,  began  an a g g r e s s i v e  campaign
i n  1838 b e s e e c h i n g  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  t o  s p o n s o r  a l a r g e  s c a l e
o f f i c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  commiss ion  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e  A b y s s i n i a .
27He f i r s t  w r o t e  t o  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ,  and t h e n  t o  Count  Mole ,
M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  Mole p e r s u a d e
28t h e  k i n g  i n  h i s  b e h a l f .  T e n a c i o u s  in h i s  q u e s t  f o r  a
g o ve r nm en t  s u b v e n t i o n ,  L e f e b v r e  p e r s i s t e d  i n  h i s  campaign by
w r i t i n g  t o  L a u r e n t  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  Commerce and
A g r i c u l t u r e  and a member o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a s s u r i n g
him t h a t  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  e x p e d i t i o n  would  b e n e f i t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
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French  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  commerce.  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e  r a l l i e d  t o
L e f e b v r e ' s  c a u s e  and w r o t e  t o  Admira l  Ro same l ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e
Navy,  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  he i n t e n d e d  t o  s u b s i d i z e  L e f e b v r e ' s
m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  amount  o f  2 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s  f o r  t h e  coming y e a r .
Swayed by C u n i n - G r i d a i n ' s  a c t i o n ,  Rosamel  r e s p o n d e d  by
a n n o u n c i n g  t h a t  he would p r o v i d e  L e f e b v r e  w i t h  f unds  amou nt i ng
t o  t e n  f r a n c s  p e r  d a y ,  and t h a t  he would a l s o  a r r a n g e  f r e e
p a s s a g e  on g ove r nment  s h i p s  f o r  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  and f o r  t h e i r
30
s u p p l i e s .
L e f e b v r e  head ed  t h e  f o r m a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  S c i e n t i f i c
Commission o f  A b y s s i n i a ,  and he and two s t a f f  members f rom
t h e  Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  D r s .  P e t i t  and D i l l o n ,  a r r i v e d
i n  Massawa on 5 J une  1839.  From t h e r e  t h e y  t r a v e l l e d  t o
T i g r e  w her e  t h e y  met  C h i e f  Oubie  who g r a n t e d  them p e r m i s s i o n
31t o  e x p l o r e  w i d e l y  i n  h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  B e f o r e  L e f e b v r e  d i d  
s o ,  h ow e ve r ,  Oubie u rged  him t o  r e t u r n  t o  F r a nc e  w i t h  a
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p r o p o s a l  f o r  a commercia l  t r e a t y  g r a n t i n g  Fr a nc e  f a v o r a b l e  
t r e a t m e n t .  L e f e b v r e  a g r e e d  t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  he s e i z e d  t h e  
moment t o  a s k  f o r  t h e  c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Bay o f  A m p h i l i a ,  and 
when he a r r i v e d  i n  F r a n c e  he n o t  o n l y  had t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  
document  i n  h i s  p o c k e t ,  b u t  he was a cc o m p a n i e d  by a d e l e g a ­
t i o n  f rom King O u b i e ' s  c o u r t .  Baron R o u s s i n ,  now M i n i s t e r  o f  
t h e  Navy ,  welcomed them b u t  T h i e r s ,  now F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  p u t  
them o f f  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  r e t u r n  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r l i a m e n ­
t a r y  s e s s i o n .  A few days  l a t e r  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d
t o L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  who may have  e n c o u r a g e d  L e f e b v r e  t o  p r e s s
32T h i e r s  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  t r e a t y .  At  any r a t e ,  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  k i n g ,  L e f e b v r e  w r o t e  a 
long r e p o r t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  an a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  Oubie*! 
T h i e r s  f i n a l l y  a l l o c a t e d  money f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  g i f t s  f o r
/  33
Oubie and a l l o w e d  L e f e b v r e ' s  r e t u r n  t o  T i g r e .
Co nc e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  L e f e b v r e ' s  m i s s i o n  was 
no t  y e t  a s s u r e d ,  Baron R ous s in  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  r e m i n d i n g  
T h i e r s  t h a t  t h e  aim o f  L e f e b v r e ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  was a c t u a l l y  
t h r e e - f o l d :  " p o l i t i c a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  and s c i e n t i f i c . I n  
a n o t h e r  n o t e  which  f o l l o w e d  on t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,
R o u s s i n  warned T h i e r s  a b o u t  t h e  E n g l i s h  t h r e a t  and t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
A b y s s i n i a :
S i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
be tween  I n d i a  and Europe  by way o f  t h e  Red Sea 
and E g y p t ,  u n e x p e c t e d  i m p o r t a n c e  has  been  
a c q u i r e d  by t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  c a l l i n g
85
a t t e n t i o n  t o  A b y s s i n i a  as  w e l l  as t h e  A r a b i a n  
p e n i n s u l a ,  where  a l r e a d y  England has  l a i d  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e . ^5
L e f e b v r e ,  now p r omo t ed  t o  I t .  de V a i s s e a u  and named 
C h e v a l i e r  o f  t h e  Legion  o f  Honor ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  A b y s s i n i a  f u l l  
o f  h o p e ,  b u t  he  f ound  t h a t  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  had n o t  f a r e d  so  
w e l l .  D i l l o n  had d i ed  and P e t i t  was d i s c o u r a g e d  and s u f f e r ­
ing  f rom e x h a u s t i o n .  T h i n g s  grew w or se .  By J a n u a r y ,  1841 
L e f e b v r e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  he  had been duped by O u bi e ,  and he 
had t o  i n f o r m  h i s  g o v e r n me n t  t h a t  t h e  r a s  o f  T i g r e  had ceded 
t h e  Bay o f  A mp h i l i a  to  F r a n c e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  
do so .^G
Yet  L e f e b v r e ' s  t r o u b l e s  had j u s t  b e gu n .  H o s t i l i t y  on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  French  c o n s u l ,  D e g o u t i n ,  and l a c k  of  c o n f i ­
dence  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Combes (he  was t h e r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  group d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r )  which  he e x p r e s s e d  
in  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  c au s e d  L e f e b v r e ' s  r e p u t a ­
t i o n  t o  s u f f e r .  Degou t in  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he was m a l i g n i n g  t h e
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French g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i l e  Combes r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L e f e b v r e ' s
38m i s s i o n  was a d i s a s t e r .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  Le febv re  was 
r e p r o a c h i n g  Combes f o r  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  o f  h i s  own e n t e r ­
p r i s e . ^9
The e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  bound on a c ou r se  o f  
s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .  Not o n l y  were  e x p l o r e r s  i n  A b y s s i n i a  
d e f e a t i n g  t h e i r  own e f f o r t s  by j e a l o u s  a t t a c k s  on each o t h e r ,  
b u t  gover nment  o f f i c i a l s  c o u l d  n o t  a g r e e  on t h e  t r u e  s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s .  Every agency  seemed t o  work a t  c r o s s  p u r p o s e s .
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In 1 8 4 2 ,  C u n i n - G r i d a i n e  a s ke d  G u i z o t ,  now h e a d i n g  t h e  S o u l t -
G u i z o t  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  L e f e b v r e  had been g iven
40
a p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n .  The M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and
Commerce r e c e i v e d  a s t e r n  r e p l y  f rom G u i z o t :  "M. L e fe bv r e
had no p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n .  He has  a l r e a d y  e r r e d  by having
Oubi e  ce de  t e r r i t o r y  which d i d  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  h i m. "  He
c o n c l u d e d  by d i s a v o w i n g  L e f e b v r e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n c l u d e  a
41commer c i a l  t r e a t y .  Only two y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  Rouss in  had
t o l d  T h i e r s  t h a t  L e f e b v r e ' s  m i s s i o n  was n o t  o n ly  p o l i t i c a l ,
b u t  was commerc i a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  as w e l l !  A p l a u s i b l e
e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  G u i z o t ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a n c e  i s  t h a t  h i s
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  was by t he n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e
E a s t e r n  Q u e s t i o n  i n  1840.  M o r e o v e r ,  Lord Aberdeen had
r e p l a c e d  P a l m e r s t o n  as F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  and r e l a t i o n s  between
F r a n c e  and Eng l and  had e n t e r e d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  second
e n t e n t e  c o r d i a l e  which would l a s t  u n t i l  t h e  r e t u r n  o f
P a l m e r s t o n  i n  1846.
G u i z o t ' s  l e t t e r  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  Combes f o r  h i s  having
compromised t h e  d i g n i t y  and name o f  F r a n c e  i n  t h e  clumsy and
42f r a u d u l e n t  p u r c h a s e  o f  Edd. L e f e b v r e  and Combes t h u s  had 
two t h i n g s  i n  common: both s u f f e r e d  f rom t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of
F r e n c h  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  v i s - a - v i s  B r i t a i n ,  and both  were  s tu ng  
by t h e  d u p l i c i t y  o f  n a t i v e  c h i e f t a n s  i n  A b y s s i n i a .
On L e f e b v r e ' s  r e t u r n  t o  F r a n c e  i n  t h e  summer o f  
1 8 4 3 ,  he was e x i l e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Maps and P l a n s  where 
he d e d i c a t e d  h i m s l f  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  a m u l t i - v o l u m e
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work d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  work o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  
43
A b y s s i n i a .  Whi le  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and commerc i a l  a s s i g n m e n t s  
p r o d u c e d  no s p e c t a c u l a r  r e s u l t s ,  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
were  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  and a r e  w i d e - r a n g i n g .  They 
i n c l u d e d :  d a t a ,  r e c o r d i n g s ,  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  g e o g r a p h y ,  p h y s i c s ,
a s t r o n o m y ,  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  m a g n e t i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  (Arago mus t  have 
been p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e s e ) ,  b a r o m e t r i c  r e a d i n g s ,  m i n e r a l o g y ,  
b o t a n y ,  z o o l o g y ,  cos tumes  and p r o t r a i t s  o f * n a t i v e  p e o p l e s ,  
o r n i t h o l o g y ,  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  commerce and p r o d u c ­
t i o n  o f  f o o d s t u f f s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  on n a v i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  Red S e a ,
n o t e s  on r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c s ,  mores and laws o f  d i f f e r e n t
44g r o u p s  i n  A b y s s i n i a ,  as w e l l  as l i n g u i s t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .
The Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  p r a i s e d  him and a s s o c i a t e s  i n  
i t s  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  The G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s  
r e c o g n i z e d  him f o r  h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s c i e n c e  
and i n  1846 awarded  him a g o l d  m e d a l ,  one o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  
h i g h e s t  h o n o r s .
Al th oug h  L e f e b v r e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  were  f a r  f rom 
r e a l i z e d ,  o t h e r  e x p l o r e r s  were  e q u a l l y  hampered  by r e l u c t a n t  
g ov e r n me n t  s u p p o r t .  Ev i denc e  o f  t h i s  may be f ound  i n  a l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  t o  Napoleon I I I  in Ma rc h , 1863 where  in  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  
C h a r l e s  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  i n f o r me d  t h e  monarch t h a t  h i s  d e a t h  
i n  Djedda r e s u l t e d  f rom p r i v a t i o n s  and f a t i g u e  s u f f e r e d  i n  a
t h i r d  m i s s i o n  t o  A b y s s i n i a .  He had r e c e i v e d  minimal  c o o p e r a ­
t i o n  f rom h i s  own governmei 
b r o t h e r ' s  work s u c c i n c t l y :
o v e r n m e n t . D ' H e r i c o u r t  summed up h i s
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My b r o t h e r  . . . was c h a r g e d  w i t h  a s c i e n t i f i c  m i s s i o n  
by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  and by t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s  and Commerce w i t h  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  s o u t h e r n  
and n o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a .  T h r e e  s u c c e s s i v e  j o u r n i e s  
we r e  c o m p l e t e d :  t h e  f i r s t  two a t  h i s  own e x p e n s e
be t ween  1839 and 1846 . . .  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  
Ad el s  and t h e  kingdom o f  Choa.  No Eur opean  
t r a v e l l e r s  b e f o r e  him had c r o s s e d  t h e  D e s e r t  o f  
t h e  Ade l s  nor  had g i v e n  so d e t a i l e d  a d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  C h o a . 47
N o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a  f i r s t  a t t r a c t e d  d ' H e r i c o u r t  f o r  
good r e a s o n ;  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Choa p r o v i d e d  F r a n c e  an e x c e l ­
l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t h e  g r owt h  o f  E n g l i s h  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  c e n t r a l  A f r i c a .  He a r g u e d  i n  a memoir :
The c i v i l i z i n g  o f  c e n t r a l  A f r i c a  s e r i o u s l y  p r e o c c u p i e s  
E n g l a n d :  t h i s  power  has  j u s t  p r e p a r e d  a t  g r e a t
e x p e n s e  . . .  an e x p e d i t i o n  which i s  p r o c e e d i n g  up 
t h e  N i g e r  . . . .  At  l e s s  e x p e n s e  and w i t h  a g r e a t e r  
c h an ce  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  F r a n c e  c o u l d  b r i n g  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  p a r t  o f  i n t e r t r o p i c a l  A f r i c a .
She can e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  i n  Choa.  The p e o p l e  
who d om in a t e  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
r o y a l  r a c e ,  a l r e a d y  s h a r e  a p o i n t  in common w i t h  u s ,  
r e l i g i o n .  Who w i l l  d o m i na t e  Choa,  w i l l  d o m i n a t e  
A b y s s i ni  a . 48
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  g e o p o l i t i c a l  
t w i s t  b a s ed  on F r a n c e ' s  f a m i l i a r  m i s s i o n  c i v i l i s a t r i c e . I t  
seems u n f o r t u n a t e ,  somehow,  t h a t  F r ench  a u t h o r i t i e s  d i d  n o t  
r e c o g n i z e  R o c h e t ' s  v i r t u o s i t y  and t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t a k e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A b y s s i n i a .  He c o n s t a n t l y  
u r g e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  w i t h  S a h l e  S e l a s s i e ,  r u l e r  o f  
Choa and a C h r i s t i a n ,  by s e n d i n g  him g i f t s  o f  arms and French
49l u x u r y  p r o d u c t s  in  o r d e r  t o  i n i t i a t e  commerc ia l  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  
A l t h o u g h  h i s  views d i d  t e m p o r a r i l y  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e ,  
and War,  a l l  o f  whom d i d  s e n d  g i f t s ,  t h e s e  men grew r e l u c t a n t
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when d ' H e r i c o u r t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  b i n d  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  a
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t r e a t y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  and commerce f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e .
But  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  d i d  n o t  u n d e r t a k e  t h r e e  a r d u o u s  
j o u r n e y s  t o  A b y s s i n i a  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  p o l i t i c s  and commerce 
a l o n e .  He had g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
l o v e d  s c i e n c e ,  and l i k e  t o  t r a v e l .  When he c om p l e t e d  h i s  
f i r s t  voyage  a t  h i s  own e x p e n s e  in 1840,  t h e  Academy o f  
S c i e n c e s  r e c o g n i z e d  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in i t s  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a ­
t i o n  :
M. R o c h e t ,  g u i d e d  by t h e  l o v e  o f  s c i e n c e  had c o n c e i v e d  
t h e  p r o j e c t  o f  e x t e n s i v e l y  e x p l o r i n g  A f r i c a  
[ A b y s s i n i a ] .  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  have  p r e v e n t e d  h i s  r e a l i ­
z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  aim i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  . . .  he had few 
s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t s . ^ '
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  was v e r y  c om p l i m e n t a r y  a b o u t  
h i s  n o t e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  g e o g r a p h y  and g e o l o g y ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h a t  he had g a t h e r e d  d a t a  on a “ c o u n t r y  where u n t i l  now no 
g e o l o g i s t  has  e n t e r e d . "  S i n c e  Roc he t  was by t h a t  t i m e  p r o ­
p o s i n g  a s e c o n d  v o y a g e ,  t h e  members o f  t h e  Academy e n c o u r a g e d
him t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  work and p r omi sed  him p r o p e r
52i n s t r u m e n t s ,
Roche t  l e f t  M a r s e i l l e s  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1842 on a s econd  
vo yage  w i t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  Commerce and 
War s i n c e  he had c o n v i n c e d  t h e  gove r nmen t  t h a t  S a h l e - S e l a s s i e  
was i n t e r e s t e d  in commer c i a l  t i e s  w i t h  F r a n c e .  Roche t  had
b r o u g h t  g i f t s  f rom t h e  k i ng  o f  Choa t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  French
53
a u t h o r i t i e s .  On t h i s  t r i p  he made d e t a i l e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  
g e o l o g i c a l ,  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l ,  b o t a n i c a l ,  and z o o l o g i c a l
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o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  a l l  o f  which  were examined and n o t e d  by a s p e c i a l  
c om mi t t e e  o f  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .  The members o f  t h e  
co m m i t t e e  p r on ou nced  t h e  second  voyage more f r u i t f u l  t h a n  t h e  
f i r s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  d a t a  was i m p r e s ­
s i v e  and had been r e c o r d e d  wi th  t h e  a i d  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s
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f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  Academy.
But Ro ch e t  had  o t h e r  o b l i g a t i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s  s e c o n d  
j o u r n e y ,  one o f  which was t o  d e l i v e r  g i f t s  t o  S a h l e - S e l a s s i e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p romote  F r en ch  i n f l u e n c e  i n  Choa.  A f t e r  a d a n g e r ­
ous t r i p  t o  t h e  k i n g ' s  c o u r t  made so by E n g l i s h  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  
he d e l i v e r e d  e l a b o r a t e  g i f t s  c o n s i s t i n g  of  g u n s ,  c a n n o n s ,
55s a b e r s ,  f i n e  c l o t h ,  an o r g a n ,  c a r p e t s ,  and p e r s o n a l  i t e m s .
His  c a r e f u l  m a c h i n a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  in t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  a com­
m e r c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t r e a t y  which was s i g n e d  by S a h l e -  
S e l a s s i e .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
r e q u e s t  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom France  s h o u l d  Choa be a t t a c k e d  by 
Muslim s t a t e s ,  and i n  r e t u r n  t h e  king a g r e e d  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  F r en ch  s u b j e c t s  i n  Choa. A t a r i f f  r e d u c t i o n  was 
n e g o t i a t e d  which p r o v i d e d  t h e  F rench  w i t h  a m o s t - f a v o r e d  
n a t i o n  a d v a n t a g e  and F rench  c i t i z e n s  were  p romi sed  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  buy and r e t a i n  l a n d  and o t h e r  forms o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  a l l  
t e r r i t o r y  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  k i n g . ^ ^
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  i n fo r m e d  
Roche t  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  h i s  m i s s i o n  n or  
had he been d e l e g a t e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  power to  n e g o t i a t e  t r e a t i e s  
w i t h  f o r e i g n  p ower s .  The t r e a t y  coul d  n o t  be r a t i f i e d .
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Once a g a i n ,  t i m i d i t y  and a s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  communica t ion  and 
p l a n n i n g  i s  e v i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  may 
have  been compounded by R o c h e t ' s  o v e r e a g e r n e s s .  None t he ­
l e s s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  w h i l e  c o u r a g e o u s  men r i s k e d  t h e i r  
l i v e s  and c a r e e r s  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  F r a n c e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  
gove r nmen t  was a s  a u d a c i o u s  as  t h e y ,  t h e s e  e x p l o r e r s  were 
o f t e n  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  P e r h a p s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  p o l i c y  was m i s l e a d i n g ,  p r o m i s i n g  more t h a n  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  were  w i l l i n g  t o  d e l i v e r  when c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  
B r i t i s h  o b j e c t i o n s .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  B r i t i s h  were a p p r e h e n s i v e  
a b o u t  F r ench  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A b y s s i n i a  and E a s t  A f r i c a .  In 
f a c t ,  so many F r en ch  s h i p s  and e x p l o r e r s  came and went  t h a t  
Governor  H a i n e s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  Aden,  s u s ­
p e c t e d  t h e  F r en ch  o f  s p y i n g .  He r e p o r t e d  h i s  c o n c e r n s  to  
t h e  I n d i a  O f f i c e  i n  Bombay, and he was i n fo rmed  t h a t  any 
s e t t l e m e n t ,  m i l i t a r y  or  o t h e r w i s e  o p p o s i t e  Aden,  would be 
c o n s i d e r e d  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s . ^8 Th i s  
t h r e a t  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  n e r v o u s  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  French  
s i n c e  g e n e r a l  B r i t i s h  o b j e c t i o n s  w e r e  wel l  known.
Hope t r i u m p h e d  o v e r  e x p e r i e n c e  when Roche t  u n d e r ­
t o o k  a t h i r d  m i s s i o n  in  1847.  He r e s p o n d e d  t o  a r e q u e s t  
f rom t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Commerce who c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  d e t a i l e d  commercia l  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  A b y s s i n i a ,  and who a t  
t h e  same t i m e  h i n t e d  t h a t  he m i g h t  i n i t i a t e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
f o r  t r e a t i e s  o f  commerce.  Whether  Roche t  knew i t  or  n o t ,  
i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h i s  t h i r d  m i s s i o n  was o r d e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  to
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s e r v e  a s  a " c o v e r "  f o r  a d e l i c a t e  m i s s i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  by 
L e f e b v r e .  F r ench  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  Bourbon and 
R e u n i o n ,  were  s u f f e r i n g  f rom a s h o r t a g e  o f  l a b o r e r s  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e  t r a d e ,  and L e f e b v r e ' s  
s e co n d  m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  A b y s s i n i a n  
f r e e  l a b o r e r s  who were  t o  be r e c r u i t e d  a s  i mm igr an t  w o r k e r s .  
These  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  n a t i v e  c h i e f t a n s  i n  A b y s s i n i a  were 
v e r y  d e l i c a t e  s i n c e  t h e  t r u e  s t a t u s  o f  some o f  t h e  wo r ke r s  
r e m a i n e d  i n  d o u b t . 59
The g e n e s i s  o f  L e f e b v r e ' s  m i s s i o n  came a b o u t  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  one o f  h i s  e s s a y s  a b o u t  A b y s s i n i a n  i m m ig ra n t  
l a b o r e r s  which was s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  in  a m u l t i - v o l u m e  
h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  f i r s t  j o u r n e y  t o  A b y s s i n i a . ^0 Br ough t  t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i gh  o f f i c i a l s  in  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y ,  t h i s  
p l a n  was s a n c t i o n e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and p l a c e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
as  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  m i s s i o n . 61
Meanwhi le ,  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  a r r i v e d  i n  A b y s s i n i a  
in  1847 c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  he had an  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  to c o m p l e t e .  
He began s e n d i n g  vo l umi nou s  commer c i a l  r e p o r t s  a s  o r d e r e d  
by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Commerce.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  and more 
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  
Commerce ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  They were  i n d i f ­
f e r e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  by F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  s i n c e  t h i s  m i n i s t r y  
was f o r  t h e  t i me  b e i n g  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  L e f e b v r e ' s  
i m mi g r a n t  wor ker  scheme.  T h i s  was R o c h e t ' s  t h i r d ,  and l a s t ,  
m i s s i o n .  He d i e d  i n  A b y s s i n i a ,  e x h a u s t e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r ,  and no d o u b t  d i s i l l u s i o n e d . 62
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L e f e b v r e  h a r d l y  f a r e d  b e t t e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e g o u t i n ,  
L e f e b v r e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  a c o n t i n g e n t  o f  wor ker s  
which he  b r o u g h t  t o  Massawa f o r  t r a n s s h i p m e n t  t o  t h e  French 
c o l o n y  a t  t h e  l i e  de Bourbon.  They n e v e r  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  L e f e b v r e ' s  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  was suspended 
due i n  no s m a l l  p a r t  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 8 4 8 . ^ ^
In t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  b o t h  t h e  g ov er nmen t  and 
i n d i v i d u a l  e x p l o r e r s  s h a r e d  an i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  in  A b y s s i n i a ,  
h o we ve r ,  o n l y  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  were  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  b ig  
g a m b l e s .  The French go ve r nmen t  was p r e p a r e d  t o  send  ships  
and men t h e r e  f o r  many r e a s o n s ,  one  o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  b e i ng  A b y s s i n i a ' s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Egypt  and t h e  
s e n s i t i v e  Red Sea a r e a  wh er e  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s e n c e  t h r e a t e n e d  
F r a n c e ' s  f r i e n d ,  Mehemet A l i .
But  t h e  French we r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  E a s t  Af r i ca  
as a w h o l e ,  s i n c e  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean i s l a n d s  and s h i p p i n g  
l a n e s  wer e  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  r e g i o n a l  r i v a l r y  be t ween  t h e  
B r i t i s h  and Fr ench  and o t h e r  g r e a t  p o w e r s .  In 1844 France 
began an e x t e n s i v e  and m e t h o d i c a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e  
w a t e r s  o f f  t h e  e a s t e r n  A f r i c a n  c o a s t  f rom Cape G ua r d a f u i  t o  
t h e  Mozambique Channe l .  One o f  t h e  mos t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
t h e s e  v o y a g e s  was t h a t  o f  C a p t a i n  C h a r l e s  G u i l l a i n  who,  in 
1846 ,  r e c e i v e d  command o f  t h e  D u c o u e d i c  w i t h  o r d e r s  t o  
e x p l o r e  in d e t a i l  t h e  c o a s t  o f  e a s t  A f r i c a  f rom t h e  Bay of 
Logoa and Cape Guar da f u i  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  l i t t o r a l  of  
M a d a g a s c a r .  G u i l l a i n  was a d v i s e d  by C a p t a i n  R o ma n- D es fo s se s , 
commandant  o f  t h e  French n av a l  d i v i s i o n  a t  Bourbon ,  t h a t
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t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  was c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  French commerce and
t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e  and t h a t  a t h o r o u g h  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
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t h e  A f r i c a n  c o a s t  was t h o u g h t  t o  be in  o r d e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  Navy and t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  Commerce were
p r e p a r e d  t o  s u b s i d i z e  h an ds ome ly  t h i s  v oy a g e — t h e y  p r o mi s ed  
65
1 0 , 0 00  f r a n c s .  G u i l l a i n  was a l s o  i n fo r me d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n ­
ment  was v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Z a n z i b a r ,  c o n t r o l l e d  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  by S y e d - S a i d - b e n - S u l t a n - b e n - A h m e d ,  S u l t a n  o f  Musca t .
He was o r d e r e d  t o  promote  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  s u l t a n  
and t o  c o n v i n c e  him t h a t  t h i s  v oyage  was i n  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  
F r a n c e ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  and h o n o r a b l e  i n t e n t i o n s .
G u i l l i a n  l e f t  S t .  Denis  (Bourbon)  in A u g u s t ,  1846 
and b eg an  a s e r i e s  o f  v oy ag es  whi ch  u l t i m a t e l y  p l a y e d  a r o l e  
in F r a n c e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  j o u s t s  w i t h  En gl an d .  A l r e a d y  d o m i n a t ­
i n g  Aden and M u s c a t ,  two commanding p o i n t s  on t h e  Arab 
s e a b o a r d ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  h e l d  s u p e r i o r  p o s i t i o n s .  But  t h e  
F r e n c h  t a c t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean had improved 
a l s o  s i n c e  M a y o t t a ,  one o f  t h e  Comoro I s l a n d s ,  had been 
ann ex ed  in 1843.  E q u i d i s t a n t  f ro m A f r i c a  and M a d a g a s c a r ,  
i t  commanded t h e  Mozambique Channe l  and had been dubbed 
"a l i t t l e  G i b r a l t e r "  by a B r i t i s h  s ea  c a p t a i n ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  G u i l l a i n . ^ ^
G u i l l a i n  was b i t t e r  a b o u t  t h e  wrongs  t h e  B r i t i s h  
had d e a l t  F r a n c e :  t h e y  had s m o t h e r e d  h e r  in  I n d i a ,  and t h e y
had c r i p p l e d  h e r  i n  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  due t o  s t r o n g  B r i t i s h
95
o p p o s i t i o n  t owar d  s l a v e r y ,  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  
sys t em in  t h e  I n d i e s .  G u i l l i a n ,  an a r d e n t  e x p a n s i o n i s t ,  
u r ge d  F r a n c e  to  r e c o u p  h e r  t e r r i t o r i a l  l o s s e s  by l a u n c h i n g  
a move f rom M a y o t t a ,  t h e  "1 i t t i e  G i b r a l t a r . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
in  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  E n g l a n d ,  he was 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  knowledge  was n e c e s s a r y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m o r a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a  and 
in  t h e  i s l a n d s  a s  w e l l . ^ ^  T h u s ,  when t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  
o r d e r e d  him t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  he 
w r o t e  :
I d i d  n o t  r e s t r i c t  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  commerce 
a l o n e  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  . . . G eog raph y ,  h y d r o g ­
r a p h y ,  and t h e  e t h n o l o g y  o f  e a s t e r n  A f r i c a ,  an 
a r e a  so l i t t l e  known,  were no t  f o r g o t t e n  by t h e  
p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n . 69
A l th oug h  M a d ag as ca r  was no t  y e t  a F r e n c h  p o s s e s s i o n ,
G u i l l a i n  eyed i t  e a g e r l y :
The A f r i c a n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Red Sea can be d om in a t e d  
by F r e n c h  i n t e r e s t s ,  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  we p o s s e s s  
a l o n g  t h i s  r o u t e  Bourbon ,  S a i n t e - M a r i e , M a y o t t a ,  
and N o s s i - b e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e ,  when we want  M a d a g a s c a r ,  
we s h a l l  have i t ,  an A u s t r a l i a  o f  our  own. . . .70
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  G u i l l i a n  knew t h a t  i f  t h e  I s t hm us  of  
Suez was o p e n e d ,  F r e n c h  p o s s e s s i o n s  on t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  
A f r i c a  would t a k e  on g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e . 71 Emphas iz i ng  t h e  
u r g e n t  need f o r  F r e n c h  e x p a n s i o n i s m  in  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean he 
w r o t e :
I t  mus t  n o t  be f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  Red Sea has  i t s  
G i b r a l t a r ,  t h e  p o r t  o f  Aden which commands t h e  S t r a i t s  
o f  B a b - e l - M a n d e b . I f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  England has a l r e a d y  
a c q u i r e d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  n e u t r a l i z e d  . . . ,  t h e  c u t t i n g  
o f  t h e  I s t hmus  o f  S u ez ,  i n s t e a d  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t o  t h e
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s h i p s  o f  Europe d i r e c t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean,  
w i l l  m e r e l y  have e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  Red Sea 
t h e  impasse  which now c l o s e s  t he  M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 72
Th i s  was s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  was no t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  1856,
we l l  a f t e r  t h e  t e n s e  p e r i o d  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  E a s t e r n  Q u e s t i o n
i n  1840.
While nava l  o f f i c e r s  may have i n d u l g e d  i n  e x p a n ­
s i o n i s t  r h e t o r i c  d u r i n g  t h e  S o u l t - S u i z o t  m i n i s t r y ,  s t a t e s ­
men se ldom d i d .  For  one t h i n g ,  t h e  government  had made t h e  
e n t e n t e  c o r d i a l e  w i t h  England  (1841)  t h e  p i v o t  o f  i t s  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y ,  and f o r  a n o t h e r ,  gover nment  o f f i c i a l s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  F r a nc e  was p ower fu l  enough t o  make s e r i o u s  c l a i m s  upon 
M ad ag asca r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  F rench  o p t e d  o n l y  
f o r  p o i n t s  d ' app ui  and Admira l  de Hell  n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  May o t t a  and N o s s i - b e ,  two o f  t h e  Comoro 
I s l e s . 73
On t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  t h e  same s y s t em  was 
f o l l o w e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  "La Gu i n e e . " 7 4  Thus ,  in  c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  F rench  " h a n d s - o f f "  p o l i c y  in A b y s s i n i a ,  a m o de s t  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  p o l i c y  emerged  in t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean and i n  West 
A f r i c a .  O p e r a t i o n a l  b a s e s  wer e  a c q u i r e d  which wer e  e x p e c t e d  
t o  p r o v i d e  p o r t s  o f  c a l l  f o r  F rench  s h i p s ,  e n t r e p o t s  f o r  
F rench  commerce,  and c e n t e r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  nava l  
s q u a d r o n s .75
Commander L o u i s - E d o u a r d  Bouet -Wi l l auraez  c a r r i e d  o u t  
such a p o l i c y  when in  1839 he began n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  King 
Denis  and King L o u i s ,  two n a t i v e  c h i e f t a n s  p o s s e s s i n g
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t e r r i t o r y  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  Gabon R i v e r .  By t h e  end
of  March ,  1841 ,  he had f a s h i o n e d  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  b o t h  o f
t h e m . 76 A s s i s t e d  by an a g e n t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Bordeaux
Chamber o f  Commerce,  a Mr.  B r o q u a n t ,  B o u e t - W i l l a u m e z  a l s o
n e g o t i a t e d  a t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  Garroway who c onc ed ed
t e r r i t o r y  t o  F r a n c e  on t h e  G u l f  o f  G u i n e a . 77 By t h e s e  a c t s ,
French  E q u a t o r i a l  A f r i c a  was b o r n .
Th e re  were  E n g l i s h  p r o t e s t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  .
a c t i v i t i e s .  Lord Ab er deen  w r o t e  t o  Count  de J a r n a c ,  F rench
amb as s ad o r  in London ,  t h a t  England oppos ed  B o u e t - W i l l a u m e z ' s
e f f o r t s  t o  e x t e n d  F ren ch  i n f l u e n c e . 78 Ambassador  J a r n a c
w r o te  t o  G u i z o t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  England
had no q u a r r e l  w i t h  F r ench  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  u n o c c u p i e d  p a r t s
of  A f r i c a ;  i t  was q u i t e  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  howeve r ,  when F rance
a c q u i r e d  c o m p t o i r s  i n  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s .  In t h e  l a t t e r
c a s e ,  E n g l i s h  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  was
t h r e a t e n e d  by Fr ench  a c t i v i t i e s .  J a r n a c  u r ged  G u i z o t  to
a l l o w  t h e  B r i t i s h  f r e e  and eq ua l  t r a d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  in
F r a n c e ' s  newly a c q u i r e d  compto i  r s .79
Lord Cowley ,  E n g l i s h  a mbas sador  t o  P a r i s ,  f o l l o w e d
up on t h i s  m a t t e r  by w r i t i n g  t o  G u i z o t ,  and s t a t i n g  t h e
B r i t i s h  r e a s o n s  and c o n c e r n  f o r  equa l  t r a d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s :
Commercial  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  B r i s t o l  and L i v e r p o o l  
a r e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  French o c c u p a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  
p o s t s  on t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ;  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  
t h i s  would l i k e l y  p r o v e  i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  t r a d e  t h e y  
have  c a r r i e d  on f o r  more t han  t h i r t y  y e a r s . 80
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The E n g l i s h  o b j e c t i o n s  proved p e r s u a s i v e  b e c a u s e
t h e  c o m p t o i r s  a c q u i r e d  a t  Ga r rowy ,  A s s i n i e  and  Nor th  Gabon
f rom n a t i v e  c h i e f t a n s  wer e  a l l o w e d  to l a n g u i s h .  The French
n e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  m o n o p o l i z e d  t r a d e  t h e r e .  At b e s t ,  t h e y
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were  o n l y  t o k e n s  o f  e x p a n s i o n i s m .
Bu t  i n  S e n e g a l ,  an o l d  French c o l o n y  l o s t  d u r i n g  
t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  d e b a c l e ,  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy i n s t i t u t e d  a 
p o l i c y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t o t a l  c o n t r o l .  R e t u r n ed  t o  F ran ce  
i n  1814,  t h e  c o l o n y  s e r v e d  as  an e x p e r i m e n t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o l o n y  wh er e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  and  i n d i g o  was 
e n c o u r a g e d .  The r e s u l t s  wer e  d e p l o r a b l e  s i n c e  most  o f  
t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  were  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  making a q u i c k  f o r t u n e .
When t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  compete  w i t h  t h e  ch ea p  i n d i g o  p ro duced  
i n  Bengal  and b r o u g h t  t o  E u r op ea n  marke t s  by t h e  B r i t i s h ,  
and when t h e  g ov er nmen t  r e d u c e d  f unds  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c o l o n i ­
z a t i o n  on S e n e g a l ,  a g e n e r a l  f l i g h t  of p l a n t e r s  began .
But  t h e r e  were  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  
p r o d u c t i v e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e s e  can be
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s - - l a c k
82o f  r a i n f a l l ,  p o o r  s o i l ,  e t c .  Farming was a l m o s t  com­
p l e t e l y  a b a n d o n e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o l o n y  r e ma i ned  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  
o t h e r  r e a s o n s .
F o r  one t h i n g ,  t h e  c o l o n y  s e r v e d  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  
e m b a r k a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  F rench  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  E q u a t o r i a l  A f r i c a  
and t h e  Su dan .  Comments i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  P a r i s  Geo­
g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  French dreamed o f  a v a s t
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n e t w o r k  o f  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  s t r e t c h i n g  f rom A l g i e r s  t o  
Timbuktu  t o  West  A f r i c a .  The r i c h e s  o f  A f r i c a  c o u l d  be 
e x p l o i t e d  p r o v i d e d  e x p l o r e r s  opened t h e  w a y . S3 T ha t  t h e  
g o v e r nm en t  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  t h r o u g h  on some o f  t h e s e  once  a g a i n  
r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f e a r f u l n e s s  o f  d i r e c t  gover nment  
a c t i o n .
J e a n - B a p t i s t e  Ann R a f f e n e l  p r o v i d e s  one  o f  t h e  most  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  examples  o f  F r ench  d i l i g e n c e  i n  o pen i ng  
S e n e g a l .  Member o f  a commiss ion  s e n t  t o  e x p l o r e  Senega l  
in  1 8 43 ,  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  a t r e a t y  o f  
commerce w i t h  t h e  Almay du Bondou,  and in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
F rench  c o m p t o i r  on t h e  Faleme R i v e r .  On h i s  r e t u r n  to  
F r a nc e  in 1 84 4 ,  he p r o p o s e d  a n o t h e r  e x p e d i t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  
S e n eg a l  R i v e r .  The Naval  M i n i s t r y  a p p r o v e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  v e r y  
q u i c k l y ,  no d o u b t  due  to  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s  
p r e v i o u s  m i s s i o n . 84
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  j o u r n e y ,  G u i l l a i n  w r o te  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  and f ound a s y m p a t h e t i c  p u b l i s h e r  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  r a i l w a y  i n t e r e s t s . 85 The p u b l i s h e r ' s  p r e f a c e  
to  R a f f e n e l ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  s o j o u r n  r e v e a l s  an a t t i t u d e  
which c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t  i n t e r e s t s  n o t  so u n us u a l  
w i t h i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi ty o f  P a r i s ,  and which  f o r  t h a t  
r e a s o n  i s  wo r t h  r e p e a t i n g .  In b r i e f ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  i s  t h a t  
o f  a l l  t h e  West  A f r i c a n  r i v e r s ,  t h e  S e n eg a l  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  
mos t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  r o u t e  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  i n t e r i o r  f o r  com­
m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s  and p e r h a p s  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  By way o f
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t h e  S e n e g a l ,  t h e  G h i o b i l a  and t h e  N i g e r  r i v e r s  c o u l d  be
r e a c h e d ;  f rom t h e  N i g e r ,  t h e  French  c o u l d  p e n e t r a t e  800
l e a g u e s  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  and f i n d  Lake Chad
i m m e d i a t e l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  They e n t h u s e d :  " M a s t e r s  o f  t h e
86N i g e r ,  we would be m a s t e r s  o f  A f r i c a ! "
L i k e  h i s  p u b l i s h e r s ,  R a f f e n e l  h e l d  g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
f o r  F r ench  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  A f r i c a .  P r o j e c t i n g  a f i v e - y e a r  
p l a n ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  F r a n c e  in  t h a t  p e r i o d  c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  
t r a d i n g  f a c t o r i e s  f r o m  S t .  L o u i s ,  in  t h e  Sen eg a l  e s t u a r y ,  
t o  t h e  ga teway  o f  t h e  S u d a n - - t h e  N i g e r  and o t h e r  r i v e r s .
"We co u l d  i n c r e a s e  o u r  p r e s e n t  commerc ia l  r e v e n u e s  a h u n d r e d ­
f o l d , "  he w r o t e ,  s i n c e  t h e  " f a c t o r i e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t r a d e  in
i r o n ,  g o l d ,  c o p p e r ,  o i l s ,  s k i n s  and h i d e s ,  dyes  and p r e p a r e d  
87f o o d s . "  M or eo ve r ,  R a f f e n e l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  in t e n  y e a r s
Fr ench  s t e a m b o a t s  c o u l d  t r a v e l  up t h e  r i v e r s  o f  t h e  Sudan ,
show t h e  F rench  f l a g ,  and i m p r e s s  t h e  A f r i c a n  w i t h  t h e
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  m a r v e l s  o f  a s u p e r i o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  In t w e n t y
y e a r s ,  " p e r ma n en t  r e l a t i o n s "  be tween A l g e r i a  and c e n t r a l
A f r i c a  would be an a c c o m p l i s h e d  f a c t .  Dur ing  t h e  same p e r i o d
F r a n c e  s h o u l d  c o n v e r t  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  t h e
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h ,  so t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  "a b e n e f i c i a l
p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v e r  an immense t e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i z i n g  of
i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  and t o  t h e  p r o f i t  o f  o u r  commercia l
i n t e r e s t s . "88 i  o f  t h i s  c o u l d  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  t h r e e
t h i n g s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  R a f f e n e l :  p e r s e r v e r a n c e , w i l l ,  and
89t h r e e  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  p e r  y e a r .
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At m o t h e r  p o i n t  w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  same p u b l i ­
c a t i o n ,  R a f f e n e l  sounds  a l m o s t  S t .  S i m o n i a n .  The " r e g e n e r a ­
t i o n "  o f  A f r i c a  seemed t o  o b s e s s  h im,  more so t h a n  t h e  
c ommer c i a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  S e n e g a l ,  and he was convinced t h a t  
r e g e n e r a t i o n  c o u l d  come a b o u t  when t h e  F r en ch  r e s c u e d  the 
Ne gr oe s  f rom b a r b a r i s m  by i n t r o d u c i n g  them t o  t h e  t r u e  God. 
T h a t  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  p e r h a p s  i n  t i m e  " t h e  s t i g m a t a  o f  co l o r
w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  and t h e  two r a c e s  w i l l  no l o n g e r  have the
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b a r r i e r  o f  p r e j u d i c e  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e m . "
Baron Ange Mackau,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and C o l o n i e s ,  
o u t l i n e d  R a f f e n e l ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  A p r i l ,  
1846 i n  which he s t r e s s e d  t h e  commer c i a l  a s p e c t s  men t ioned  
h e r e t o f o r e .  He a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  among t h e  v a r i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Sudan ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  t h o s e  t h a t  mi ght  have  a d i r e c t  b e a r i n g  on A l g e r i a .
He e n c l o s e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  the 
Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  and t h e  Depot  o f  Maps and P l a n s ,  
r e m i n d i n g  R a f f e n e l  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  were  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  
i n d u s t r y  and p o l i t i c s ,  as w e l l  as  f o r  s c i e n c e .  And, as f o r  
as t h i n g s  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  Navy were  c o n c e r n e d ,  Mackau 
r e q u e s t e d  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i n g s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to
French s e t t l e m e n t s  on t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  "and above
91a l l  to o u r  c o m p t o i r s  on t h e  Gold C o a s t . "  A l t houg h  Raf fenel
was a l l o c a t e d  34 , 000  f r a n c s  by t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  War, Foreign
A f f a i r s ,  Commerce,  and P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  he g r umbl ed  in h i s
book t h a t  he had e xp e ns e s  which e x c e e d e d  t h e s e  fu nds  by 5,000 
92
f r a n c s .
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A f t e r  a voyage  o f  s i x t e e n  months  d u r i n g  which he
c o v e r e d  o v e r  1 , 000  m i l e s ,  R a f f e n e l  r e t u r n e d  t o  F ra nc e  i n
J u n e ,  1848.  He had been  i l l  and d i d  n o t  r e a c h  e a s t  A f r i c a  as
he had  h op ed .  F o r  s c i e n c e  he had a c c o m p l i s h e d  much;  t h e
s e c o n d  volume o f  h i s  work d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  voyage  t e s t i f i e d  t o
t h i s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  a r e  n o t e d  in  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f
t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  and h i s  work i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  d e s -
93c r i b i n g  t h a  e t h n o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  S u d an ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s .
A f t e r  h a v i n g  s u r v e y e d  t h e  r e g i o n  and h a v i n g  r e f l e c t e d  
on t h e  b e s t  means f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  commerc ia l  p o s s i b i ­
l i t i e s  o f  w e s t  and c e n t r a l  A f r i c a ,  R a f f e n e l  recommended t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  a p r i v a t e  company s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  "which can 
a c c o m p l i s h  p r o d i g i o u s  f e a t s , "  e .  g . , t h e  r a i l r o a d  comp an ies  
in  F r a n c e .  I n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  h i s  p l a n ,  R a f f e n e l  showed h im­
s e l f  t o  be a l o y a l  p r o p a g a n d i s t  f o r  h i s  p u b l i s h e r .
R a f f e n e l  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  c f  an e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
w e a l t h y  company p o s s e s s i n g  a c a p i t a l  o f  some 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
f r a n c s  which would be needed  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c e n t r a l  
A f r i c a .  By p u t t i n g  up t h i s  much c a p i t a l ,  R a f f e n e l  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e  company c o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  t o  f u r n i s h ,  when 
n e e d e d ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f o r t s  and o t h e r  company-owned 
b u i l d i n g s .  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  company would r e q u e s t  m i l i t a r y  
f o r c e s  when j u d g e d  n e c e s s a r y  " i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r i e s  which would be u s e f u l  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y
q A
o f  t h e  company."
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The comp an y ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  same 
p l a n  w e r e ,  t h e  f o s t e r i n g  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  e x p e d i t i n g  o f  
c a r a v a n s ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  commer c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
p e o p l e s  of  c e n t r a l  A f r i c a ,  and t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  c e n t r a l  A f r i c a ,  and t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  
Dur ing  t h e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  i n  which t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y  
was b e i n g  us e d  f o r  t h e  commercia l  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  
s t a t e  would have  t o  a g r e e  t o  pay an i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o f  5%. Any 
monies  s p e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  N i g e r  R i v e r  would  b e a r  an 
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o f  102 due  t o  h i g h e r  r i s k  o f  l o s s .  At t h e  end 
o f  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  company was t o  be d i s s o l v e d ,  and t h e  
s t a t e  would t h e n  r e c e i v e  f u l l  r i g h t s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  and e n j o y ­
ment  o f  t h e  f o r t s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  and o t h e r  i mprovement s
95such as r o a d s ,  c a n a l s ,  b r i d g e s ,  e t c .
R a f f e n e l ' s  scheme b e a r s  some s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  Combes'  
scheme i n  A b y s s i n i a  and  t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i  s e  scheme i n  Akaroa  
( t o  be d i s c u s s e d  in  C h a p t e r  V I ) .  The same modus o p e r a n d i  i s  
a p p a r e n t  in a l l  t h r e e :  b u s in es s me n  and t h e  g o v e r n me n t  were
i n v o l v e d  in commerc ia l  schemes  which wer e  a t t e m p t e d  i n  l i t t l e  
known t e r r i t o r i e s .  T he s e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  b o u r g e o i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  c o l o n i a l  
e x p e r i e n c e .  Moreover ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  commerce and e x p l o r a ­
t i o n ,  and s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  were  wedded even a t  t h i s  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
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T h i s  I s  t r u e  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  A l g e r i a ,  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  A f r i c a n  c o l o n y .  Here  t h e  army,  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  and 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a nd  e x p l o r e r s  worked t o g e t h e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  
F r a n c e ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o l o n i a l  p r i z e .  The s t o r y  o f  t h e  s e i z u r e  
o f  A l g i e r s  i s  t o o  w e l l  known t o  r e p e a t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e s e  b r i e f  
d e t a i l s .  C h a r l e s  X,  a n g e r e d  by an i n s u l t  t o  h i s  c o n s u l  by 
t h e  dey o f  A l g i e r s  (a  c h i e f  e l e c t e d  f o r  l i f e  by p i r a t e  g u i l d s ) ,  
o r d e r e d  an array e x p e d i t i o n  t o  s e i z e  A l g i e r s  in 1 8 3 0 .  Less  
t h a n  t h r e e  weeks l a t e r  t h e  J u l y  R e v o l u t i o n  o c c u r r e d  and L o u i s -  
P h i l i p p e  r e p l a c e d  C h a r l e s  X. R e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  
A l g i e r s  was mixed :  t h e  Bour se  s c a r c e l y  r e a c t e d  and t h e  same
was t r u e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  M a r s e i l l e s ;  
i n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e r e  were  d i v e r s e  o p i n i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n  d e n o u n c i n g  i t  as  a p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r a c t i o n  f o s t e r e d  
by C h a r l e s  X. Most  o f  t h e s e  o p i n i o n s  were f o u n d e d  on t o t a l  
i g n o r a n c e  s i n c e  t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  l i t t l e  known a b o u t  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  o f  A l g e r i a . ^ ®  B e f o r e  t o t a l  c o n q u e s t  o f  A l g e r i a  was 
a t t e m p t e d ,  a s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  r e c t i f i e d  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  
i g n o r a n c e .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  a cc o m o d a t e d  
e x p a n s i o n i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.
An A f r i c a n  Commi ss i on ,  a commiss ion t o  s t u d y  t h e  
r e t e n t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a ,  began i t s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  
183 3 ,  and d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  s e v e r a l  g r o up s  
p e t i t i o n e d  in  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  A l g i e r s  and n e i g h b o r ­
i n g  t e r r i t o r y .  Almos t  as soon as  t h e  co mmi t t ee  b e g an  t o  m e e t ,  
t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce o f  A l g i e r s  f o r w a r d e d  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e
105
members and t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  S i g n e d  by t h e
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l g e r i a n  Chamber o f  Commerce and o t h e r  members
( P r e s i d e n t  Nadaud,  MM. D e s c o u s ,  M e r c i e r ,  F l o r e t  and B e r r y ) ,
t h i s  s t r o n g  n o t e  c r i t i c i z e d  commiss ion  members who had n e v e r
s e t  f o o t  on A l g e r i a n  s o i l .  They u r g e d  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e
t e r r i t o r y  w h i l e  c a l l i n g  f o r  gove r nment  s u p p o r t  of  b u s i ne s sme n
i n  A l g i e r s  as  w e l l ;  t h e y  r e mi nde d  t h e  commiss ion and t h e
M i n i s t r y  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  gover nment  s u p p o r t e d  commerce w h i l e
t h e  F r ench  c o l o n i e s  we r e  a l l o w e d  t o  succumb due  t o  n e g l e c t  by 
97t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .
At a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  M a r s e i l l e s  Chamber of  
Commerce a sk ed  f o r  some o b s e r v a t i o n s  f rom t h e  A l g e r i a n  Chamber 
o f  Commerce,  p r e s um a b l y  t o  s e r v e  as  an a i de - m e m o i r e  i n  t h e i r  
r ec omm en da t i o ns  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  Commission.  The A l g e r i a n  body 
r e s p o n d e d  by c h a r g i n g  t h e  F r ench  gover nment  w i t h  b e i n g  t i m i d  
and i n d e c i s i v e ;  n e v e r  had a s t a t e  p o s s e s s e d  a t  such a s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  f rom i t s  c o n t i n e n t a l  t e r r i t o r y  a c o l o n y  so v a s t  and 
p r o d u c t i v e  w i t h  so l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  and a t t e n t i o n .  The 
A l g e r i a n  Chamber u rged  t h a t  t h e  M a r s e i l l e s  g roup e x h o r t  t h e  
g o v e r n me n t  t o  p r o t e c t  p l a n t a t i o n s  in  A l g e r i a ,  t h a t  i t  s u p p o r t  
M a r s h a l l  C l a u z e l ,  b u i l d  f o r t s  and s t a b i l i z e  t h e  c o u n t r y . ^8 
M. R e y n a r d ,  a member o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  Commission and a depu ty  
f rom M a r s e i l l e s  to  t h e  French  Chamber ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  h i s  c o n s t i ­
t u e n t s '  w i s h e s  wel l  by s t r o n g l y  u r g i n g  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f
. 99A l g i e r s .
106
O t h e r  Chambers  o f  Commerce also s u p p o r t e d  r e t e n t i o n
o f  t h i s  c o l o n y .  J ohn  F. L a f f e y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s t a t e s  t h a t
t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce i n  Lyon,  t h e  most " c o l o n i a l "  o f  t h e
French c h a m b e r s ,  a c t u a l l y  began i t s  i m p e r i a l i s t i c  s t a n c e
when members " v i g o r o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  t he  A l g e r i a n  c o n q u e s t .
In a d d i t i o n  t o  Lyons and M a r s e i l l e s ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  o f
P y r e n e e s  O r i e n t a l e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  “c o n s e r v a t i o n "  o f  A l g i e r s
b e c a u s e  i t  " c o u l d  o n l y  f a v o r  F r en ch  commerce a n d ,  n o t a b l y ,
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t h a t  o f  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t . "
T h e r e  were  a l s o  p r i v a t e  commercial  i n t e r e s t s  which 
u r g e d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  A l g e r i a  and the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h o s e  who had a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  t h e r e .  One p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  by M. 
J e a n - A n t o i n e  Henr i  Hedde who w r o t e  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  u r g i n g  t h e  gov er nmen t  to p r o t e c t  t h e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s ,  and a l s o  p r e s e n t i n g  a p l a n  f o r
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s e t t l e m e n t  b as ed  on r a i s o n  s o c i a l e .
Under  p r e s s u r e  f rom t h e s e  groups and due t o  t h e  heavy 
i n f l u e n c e  e x e r t e d  by Gen er a l  C l a u z e l ,  i n t e r i m  g o v e r n o r  o f  
A l g e r i a  u n t i l  1 83 4 ,  and Deputy Reynard ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  Commission 
recommended t a k i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  A l g i e r s ,  Bone,  Oran and 
Boug i e— p a r t i a l  o c c u p a t i o n ,  i n  o t h e r  words.  P r e s i d e d  o v e r  by 
t h e  Duke D e c a z e s ,  a f r i e n d  o f  C h a r l e s  X and now o f  L o u i s -  
P h i l i p p e ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  may have  been s u b j e c t e d  t o  r o y a l  p r e s ­
s u r e  as w e l l .  In any e v e n t ,  a r o y a l  o r d i n a n c e  o f  22 J u l y  1834 
s a n c t i o n e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  recommendat ion f o r  l i m i t e d
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o c c u p a t i o n ;  and t h e  “ French  P o s s e s s i o n s  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a "  were 
c o n f i d e d  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  a Gov er no r  G e n e r a l .
Much d i s c u s s i o n  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  f o l l o w e d  and f u n d s  were  
f i n a l l y  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  1835 ;  t h e  P r o v e n ç a l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  t h e  M a r s e i l l e s  p r e s s  were  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
v o ca l  i n  u r g i n g  t h a t  t h i s  be done .  C o n q u e s t  was d e f i n i t e l y  
a s s u r e d  on May 2 0 ,  1835 when G u i z o t  a n n ou nc ed  t h a t  “F ra nc e
has  c o n q u e r e d  t h e  Regency o f  A l g i e r s  and F r a n c e  w i l l  keep h e r
* .. 104- c o n q u e s t .
N e v e r t h e l e s s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  u n t i l  1840 r e m a i n e d  con­
f u s e d ,  i n c o h e r e n t  and l a c k i n g  i n  o r i g i n a l i t y  and f u l l - s c a l e  
commitment .  Men were  s e n t  t h e r e  w i t h o u t  much d i r e c t i o n  and 
w i t h o u t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  F r a n c e  a t  t i m es  
seemed t o  r e n o u n c e  h e r  c o l o n y ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h i s  cha ng ed  wi th  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  G e n e r a l  Thomas Bugeaud in  December ,  1840;  h i s  
a r r i v a l  ended c o l o n i a l  v a s c i l l a t i o n  and t h e  d e f i n i t e  c o n q u e s t  
o f  t h e  whol e  o f  A l g e r i a  began .  A l s o ,  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o l o n i a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Bugeaud e n s u r e d  p e r m an en t  c o n t r o l  by s e t t i n g  
up i n  e v e r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g i o n  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ,  t h e  
b u r e a u  a r a b e . I t  was made up o f  o f f i c e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
a d v i s i n g  French  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  on p o l i c y  t o w a r d  l o c a l  
i n h a b i t a n t s .  O f f i c e r s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e s e  b u r e a u x  knew A r a b i c ,  
had s t u d i e d  t h e  l o c a l  c u s t o m s ,  and were  s u p p o s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n
c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e op l e  whose a f f a i r s  t h e y  were
. .  105d i r e c t i n g .
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No d o u b t  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e  Commiss ion s c i e n t i f i q u e  
d ' A f r i q u e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  knowledge  o f  t h e s e  
b u r e a u x  o f f i c i a l s  and t o  o t h e r s  who d e a l t  w i t h  F r a n c e ' s  
l a r g e s t  c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.  As 
e a r l y  a s  1837 G e n e r a l  B e r n a r d ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  War,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
" t h e  moment had come to  f i l l  t h i s  l a c u n a . "  ( t h e  l a c k  o f  know­
l e d g e  a b o u t  A l g e r i a ) . I t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  f i r s t  c o n ­
c e r n  a b o u t  A l g e r i a n  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  c u l t u r e ,  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y ,  e t c .  s h o u l d  emana t e  f rom t h e  War D e p a r t me n t  s i n c e  
t h i s  b o d y ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  was c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  and 
p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a .  W r i t i n g  t o  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  
in  1 83 7 ,  B e r n a r d  i n f o r me d  t h e  members t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  
have  i n s t r u c t i o n s  drawn up by a c ommi ss ion  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  f o r  
an e x p e d i t i o n  whi ch  he p l a n n e d  t o  s e n d  t o  A l g e r i a .  He a l s o  
i n f o r m e d  t h e  Academy t h a t  he had r e q u e s t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
t h e  Academy o f  I n s c r i p t i o n s  and B e l l e s - L e t t r e s , and t h a t  t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  and Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e  
had a g r e e d  t o  j o i n  him i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  v e n t u r e .
The Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  B e r n a r d ' s  r e q u e s t  
and i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  q u a n t i t y  and f i n e  q u a l i t y  were  w r i t t e n  by 
members o f  t h e  commiss ion  a p p o i n t e d  t o  draw up t h e  d i r e c t i v e s - -  
and no w o n de r .  Some o f  t h e  f i n e s t  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  F r a nc e  drew 
them up;  F r a n ç o i s  Arago,  Adolphe  B r o n g n i a r t ,  E l i e  de 
Beaumont ,  de F r e y c i n e t  and o t h e r s .  Many b r a n c h e s  o f  s c i e n c e  
wer e  i n c l u d e d :  z o o l o g y ,  b o t a n y ,  g e o l o g y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  m e d i c i n e ,
h y d r o g r a p h y ,  p h y s i c s ,  a s t r o n o m y ;  a r t  and h i s t o r y  and
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i n f o r m a t i o n  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  i n d u s t r y  were  n o t  n e g l e c t e d
108e i t h e r .
By 1839 i n s t r u c t i o n s  had been c o m p l e t e d  and t h e  
Chamber o f  D e p u t i e s  a l l o c a t e d  7 5 , 0 0 0  f r a n c s  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
f o r  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .  Headed by Col one l  Bory S a i n t  V i n c e n t ,  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  A f r i c a ,  t h e  e x p e d i ­
t i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  A l g i e r s  e a r l y  i n  1840.  Whi le  t h e  C o lo ne l  was 
a c o u r a g e o u s  man,  he was h a r d l y  t h e  s c h o l a r  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e s e a r c h  o u t ­
l i n e d  by t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .  He had been awarded  a 
c h a i r  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  howeve r ,  b e c a u s e  he had managed to
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  s a v a n t s  in  t h e  p a s t  and had p u b l i s h e d  some o f
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t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  p r i o r  e x p e d i t i o n s .  He had hoped t o  e d i t  
t h e  m a s s i v e  c o l l e c t i v e  works  o f  t h e  A l g e r i a n  e x p e d i t i o n ,  but 
he was f o i l e d  by P r o s p e r  E n f a n t i n ,  one o f  t h e  members o f  his 
e n t o u r a g e .  I t  may seem s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  E n f a n t i n  s e r v i n g  
as  a member o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  b u t  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  once  t h e  
b a ck g ro u nd  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  i s  r e v e a l e d .  Gene r a l  S a i n t - C y r ,  
h i s  c o u s i n ,  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  War f o r  h i s  a p p o i n t ­
m e n t ,  and he was as ked  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  work c o n c e r n i n g  
e t h n o g r a p h y ,  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y . A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were a g r e a t  number o f  
S t .  S imoni ans  among members o f  e x p e d i t i o n ,  and t h e r e  were  a l s o  
o t h e r s  who were  a l r e a d y  i n  A l g e r i a .
Al t hou gh  t h e r e  wer e  l e s s  t h a n  t w en t y  members o f  t h e  
e x p e d i t i o n ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  i n  A l g e r i a  o n l y  two
no
y e a r s ,  t h e i r  work was i m p r e s s i v e .  P r o d i g i o u s  and t h o r o u g h ,
t h e  r e s u l t s  f i l l  many pages  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e
112Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .  Al l  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  were  p u b l i s h e d
f i n a l l y  a t  g o ve r nm en t  e x p e n s e ,  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  i t s
f i n a l  form c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  volumes and f i v e  
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a t l a s e s .  Of a l l  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  which c a r r i e d  o u t  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  work i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  commi ss ion  a p p e a r s  
t o  have  had t h e  mos t  i m p r e s s i v e  r e c o r d .  T h i s ,  o f  co u r se . ,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n t e r e s t  and commitment  t o  t h e  
t a s k  o f  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  a h e r e t o f o r e  a b s o l u t e l y  unknown l a n d ,  
as was t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  A l g e r i a  o f  1830 when F rance  f i r s t  
s e i z e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  A l g i e r s .
The B r i t i s h  s c o f f e d  a t  French  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o l o n i z e  
A l g e r i a .  An a r t i c l e  i n  a p o p u l a r  j o u r n a l  o f  1849 i n f o r m e d  
t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  f o r  "upwards  of  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  s he  [ F r a n c e ]  has
a n n u a l l y  s q u a n d e r e d  f rom t h r e e  t o  f i v e  m i l l i o n  s t e r l i n g  upon
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an u n p r o d u c t i v e  c o l o n y  i n  Nor th  A f r i c a . "  Why d i d  she  do
i t ?  Acco rd i ng  t o  t h e  same a r t i c l e ,  r i v a l r y  w i t h  E n g l a n d ,  t h e
f e v e r i s h  d e s i r e  f o r  c o l o n i e s ,  and t h e  supremacy of  t h e  s e a s
were  t h e  m o t i v e s  f o r  F r a n c e ' s  r e t e n t i o n  o f  h e r  e x p e n s i v e  
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col  o n y .
While t h i s  may be s o ,  i t  i s  t oo  s i m p l i s t i c .  Ag r e e d ,  
t h a t  t h e  French  were  E n g l i s h  r i v a l s ;  bu t  t h e y  were more com­
p l e x  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  m o t i v e s .  T h e i r  
s c e n a r i o  c o n s i s t e d  of  a c o m p l i c a t e d  p l o t  w r i t t e n  by a t i m i d  
g o ve r n m e n t ,  b r a v e  men,  and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  c h a f i n g  f o r  g l o r y
m
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whose m o t i v e s  were  a macedo i ne  o f  h i g h  i d e a l s ,  economic  
i m p e r a t i v e s ,  a d v e n t u r e ,  and l o v e  o f  s c i e n c e ,  n a t i o n a l  p r e s ­
t i g e ,  a n d - - r i v a l r y  w i t h  Eng lan d .  Of t h e  c o u n t r i e s  which 
f a s c i n a t e d  t h e m ,  i t  was A f r i c a  above  a l l  o t h e r s  which drew 
them w i t h  m a g n e t i c  a t t r a c t i o n ,  f o r  h e r e  F r a n c e ' s  p o s t -  
N a p o l e o n i c  e m p i r e  was f i r s t  b u i l t  upon t h e  t w i n  s t a n c h i o n s  o f  
A l g e r i a  and S e n e g a l .  Wi t ho u t  h e r  s c i e n t i s t s  and e x p l o r e r s ,  
t h e  F rench  g o ve r nmen t  would have  s u f f e r e d  g r a v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
in  s o l v i n g  t h e  enigma o f  a m y s t e r i o u s  l a n d  p o p u l a t e d  by 
e x o t i c  p e o p l e s .  I t  t o o k  more t h a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  and a r m i e s  t o  
b u i l d  F r a n c e ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  A f r i c a n  e m p i r e .
CHAPTER VI
THE PACIFIC: "A WHALER'S DREAM,"
"A VOYAGE OF PURE CURIOSITY," AND OTHER EXPEDITIONS
A r e n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e  F ren ch  navy  began d u r i n g  t h e  
R e s t o r a t i o n ,  t h a n k s  t o  Baron P o r t a l  d ' A l b a r e d e s  who was 
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and C o l o n i e s  f rom 1818 u n t i l  1821.  T h i s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  due t o  a renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
P a c i f i c  which  was m o t i v a t e d  by :  (1)  commer c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  on
t h e  p a r t  o f  P o r t a l  and s h i p p i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  G i r o n d e ;  (2)  
F r a n c e ' s  d e s i r e  t o  r e b u i l d  i t s  economy,  a d e s i g n  which  c o u l d  
n o t  a l l o w  r i v a l  powers  t o  m o n o p o l i z e  d i s t a n t  m a r k e t s  i n  such  
p l a c e s  as  L a t i n  Amer ica  and t h e  Far  E a s t ;  (3)  s c i e n t i f i c  
d i s c o v e r y  and voyages  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  by n av a l
1
o f f i c e r s  who were  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  s a v a n t  c o r p s  i n  F r a n c e .
Much o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  and a c t i v i t y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  m e r ­
c a n t i l i s t  p o l i c y  o f  P o r t a l  and Bordeaux commerc ia l  h o u s e s ,  
however  few s h i p o w n e r s  were w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  in  
c o s t l y  v oyages  a r ound  t h e  w o r l d .  Thus ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  
t r a n s - P a c i f i c  voyages  came f rom t h e  n a v y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom 




s u c c e s s f u l  c r u i s e .  T h e i r  b e l i e f  was j u s t i f i a b l e .  Most  o f
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  n a v a l  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  had
t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t  one  o r  two c r u i s e s  in t h e  P a c i f i c ,  and f o r
c e r t a i n  o ne s  ( Ad mi ra l  F o u r i c h o n ) ,  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e i r
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e n t i r e  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .
I n  1815 t h e r e  was no F r en ch  p r e s e n c e  in  t h e  P a c i f i c ,
and s u b s e q u e n t  moves t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o o t h o l d s  or  even  s ma l l
t r a d i n g  b a s e s  w e r e  a l m o s t  a l ways  b l o c k e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  who
e n j o y e d  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  power  i n  Far  E a s t e r n  P a c i f i c  w a t e r s
and a l s o  i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c .  A f t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r
c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  New Wor ld ,  B r i t a i n ' s  i n t e r e s t  had s h i f t e d  t o
t h e  e a s t ,  and no F r en ch  a c t i o n  was t o l e r a t e d  which would
j e o p a r d i z e  h e r  d e s i g n s  i n  I n d i a ,  soon e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  Mehemet
Al i  A f f a i r .  L i k e w i s e ,  no French  a c t i o n  was t o l e r a t e d  which
m igh t  t h r e a t e n  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z e a l a n d ,
and even in  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a r k e t s  which B r i t a i n  s u b s e q u e n t l y
c o n t r o l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Nanking i n  1842 f o l l o w i n g  t h e
Opium War.  By v i r t u e  o f  t h i s  t r e a t y ,  E n g l a nd  f o r c e d  t h e
C h i n e s e  t o  cede  Hongkong i n  p e r p e t u i t y  and she  a l s o  s e c u r e d
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  f i v e  p o r t s :  C a n t o n ,  Amoi, F o u - t c h e o u ,  N i n g - p o ,
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and S h a n g h a i .
As e a r l y  a s  1 82 3 ,  t h e  F r en ch  were t o  become i n c r e a s ­
i n g l y  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  s a f e  p o r t s  o f  c a l l  where
s h i p s  c o u l d  a n c h o r  i f  F r a n c e  were  o b l i g e d  t o  f i g h t  a n ava l
war .  The Naval  M i n i s t r y  had r e c e i v e d  l e t t e r s  f rom Admiral
R o u s s i n ,  commander o f  F r ench  n a v a l  s t a t i o n s  i n  C h i l i  and
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P e r u ,  who recommended t h a t  French n a v a l  f o r c e s  abandon t h o s e
p o r t s  where  t h e i r  s h i p s  wer e  u n p r o t e c t e d .  R o u s s i n ,  h av i n g
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  new h o s t i l i t i e s  in S p a i n  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e
French p r e c a u t i o n a r y  i n v a s i o n  in 1 8 2 3 ,  f e a r e d  an imminent  war .
His l e t t e r s ,  and a r e p o r t  s e n t  l a t e r  t h a t  same y e a r ,  were
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  Naval M i n i s t r y  t o  f o r m u l a t e  a
A 5
new p o l i c y  f o r  p o r t s ,  o r  p o i n t s  de r e l â c h e s .
R o u s s i n ' s  a d v i c e  was t i m e l y .  George C a n n i n g ,  t h e
B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  was angered by F r ench  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  
\
v i s - a - v i s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  in S p a i n  and a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t e d
i n d e p e n d e n c e  movements  i n  South  Amer ica ,  movements  which had
been g a t h e r i n g  s t r e n g t h  s i n c e  the  N a p o l e o n i c  e r a .  A l s o ,
Canning was e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  weakness o f  S p a i n  f o r  a n o t h e r
r e a s o n .  S i n c e  h i g h  t a r i f f s  had been i mposed  on E n g l i s h  goods
i n  C o n t i n e n t a l  m a r k e t s ,  England  had f ound  new m a r k e t s  in
South  Amer ica  and t h e s e  m a r k e t s  had t o  be p r e s e r v e d .  Should
F ran ce  become i n v o l v e d  in  South  American t r a d e  w a r s ,  she  would
be in  a ve r y  v u l n e r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  s he  c h a l l e n g e
E n g l a n d ' s  new commer c i a l  s p h e r e  of i n t e r e s t ,  an i n t e r e s t
backed  up by t h e  power  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t .  S a f e  p o r t s  f o r
F rench  s h i p s  were  i n d e e d  n e c e s s a r y  as  commerc ia l  r i v a l r y
6
d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .
The F rench  were  e q u a l l y  concerned  w i t h  t h e  Far  E a s t ,  
and had been s i n c e  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  when B o r d e l a i s  s h i p p e r s  
and t h e  g o ve r nmen t  had t r i e d  t o  open commer c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
C o c h i n - C h i n a .  T h i s  s h i f t  i n  French p o l i c y  ( i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h
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t h e  a n c i e n  r e g i m e )  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  o r d e r s  which nava l  p e r s o n ­
ne l  r e c e i v e d  a s  t h e y  c r u i s e d  China  s e a s .  H y a c i n t h e  de 
B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was o r d e r e d  t o  s t a n d  and f i g h t  
s h o u l d  c o n f l i c t  a r i s e  when he was d i s p a t c h e d  i n  C o c h i n - C h i n a  
i n  1824 t o  a t t e m p t  t o  open o f f i c i a l  d i p l o m a t i c  and  t r a d e  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  G i a - L o n g ,  t o  show t h e  f l a g ,  and t o  p r o t e c t  
French  commerce.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he r e c e i v e d  " v e r y  s e c r e t "  
o r d e r s  which r e q u i r e d  t h a t  he c l o s e l y  o b s e r v e  E n g l i s h  p o s t s  
and s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S i n g a p o r e ,  in
o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and t o  a n a l y z e
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t h e  b e s t  means f o r  an a t t a c k .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  French
were  d e v i s i n g  l o n g  r a n g e  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  f a r  E a s t  in
r e s p o n s e  t o  B r i t i s h  e x p a n s i o n i s m ,  and as  a c o n s e q ue nc e  of
t h e i r  own t h i r s t  f o r  commerc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n .
As d i s c u s s e d  in C h a p t e r  I I ,  French e f f o r t s  t o  open
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  C o c h i n - C h i n a  ended in  f a i l u r e  and England
s u b s e q u e n t l y  d o m i n a t e d  t r a f f i c  in  Ch in es e  w a t e r s  f rom S i n g a -  
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por e  t o  Cant on .  Demands f rom Chambers o f  Commerce,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  Bor deaux ,  l e d  t h e  g ov er nmen t  t o  c r e a t e  a c o n s u l a t e  a t  
Mani l a  i n  1835.  Adolphe B a r r o t ,  t h e  new c o n s u l ,  was c h a r ge d  
w i t h  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  g ove r nment  a b o u t  commercial  a c i t i v i t y  in
C h i n a ,  I n d o c h i n a ,  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  J a v a  and S u m a t ra ,  t h e
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Molucca I s l a n d s ,  and A u s t r a l i a .  B a r r o t ,  a t  h i s  r e q u e s t  in
1838 ,  became Consul  Gener a l  o f  I n d o c h i n a  w i t h  c o n s u l a r
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  C h i n a ,  I n d o c h i n a  and Malays i a  w h i l e  h i s
r e p l a c e m e n t ,  Eugene C h a i g n e a u ,  became co ns u l  a t  S i n g a p o r e ,
10
a new p o s t .
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A no t he r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  g r o wt h  o f  French  a p p r e h e n s i v e ­
nes s  was t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n s i o n  be t we en  China  and B r i t a i n .
War seemed i n e v i t a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  p a s s e d  t h e  Government  
o f  I n d i a  Act  i n  1833,  an a c t  whereby  t h e  monopoly o f  t r a d e  
w i t h  C h i n a ,  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company,  
was a b o l i s h e d .  T ra d e  was d e c l a r e d  open t o  a l l  B r i t i s h  
s u b j e c t s  by t h i s  a c t ,  t h e  management  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom 
t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company ' s  S u p e r c a r g o e s  t o  a C h i e f  S u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t  whose s t a f f  was chos en  by t h e  C r o w n . A s  a r e s u l t  
o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t  B r i t i s h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
"hong" s h o u l d  no l o n g e r  s e r v e  as  i n t e r m e d i a r y  be t ween  B r i t i s h  
Crown a g e n t s  and t h e  C h i n e s e  E m p e r o r ' s  t r a d e r s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  
i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  soon d e v e l o p e d  be t we en  t h e s e  n a t i o n s .  More­
o v e r ,  t h i s  t e n s e  s i t u a t i o n  was c o m p l i c a t e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  
i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  opium in  C h i n e s e  m a r k e t s .  
Open c o n f l i c t  d e v e l o p e d  o f f  Chuen-p i  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  
Bocca T i g r i s  i n  November ,  1839 when two B r i t i s h  f r i g a t e s  
overwhelmed a f l e e t  o f  C h i n e s e  j u n k s .  Th i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  
T r e a t y  o f  Nank i ng ,  m e n t i o n e d  h e r e t o f o r e ,  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t
outcome o f  which was t h e  end o f  C h i n e s e  commerc ia l  e x c l u -  
12
s 1 v e n e s s .
Almost  c o n c u r r e n t l y  wi th  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  C h i n e s e  
m a r k e t s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  began t o  d o m i n a t e  much o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  
s i n c e  A u s t r a l i a  was a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  
by 1 8 4 0 ,  and s i n c e  by t h e  T r e a t y  o f  W a i t a n g i  ( 1840)  t h e y  
e x e r c i s e d  pe r manen t  c o n t r o l  ov er  New Z e a l a n d .  The French  
c o u l d  n o t  i d l y  s i t  by w h i l e  B r i t a i n  e n l a r g e d  h e r  e m p i r e .
117
As t h e  a bo ve  B r i t i s h  a c t i v i t i e s  e n s u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
R e s t o r a t i o n  and J u l y  Monarchy ,  t h e  F r ench  navy  was compi l ing  
a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r e c o r d  o f  t r a n s - P a c i f i c  v o y a g e s .  D ur i ng  the 
R e s t o r a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  one  o f  t h e  most  e f f i c a c i o u s  ploys 
t o  e n s u r e  a t r a n s - P a c i f i c  voyage  was t o  p r o p o s e  i t  i n  t h e  name 
o f  s c i e n c e .  T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Lou i s  
F r e y c i n e t  ( 1 8 1 7 - 2 0 )  he p u b l i s h e d  a s e v e n - v o l u m e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  h i s  voyage  which  a t t e s t s  t o  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s c i e n c e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  r e a l m  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  m a g n e t i s m ,  n a v i g a ­
t i o n ,  and h y d r o g r a p h y .  Mo re ov e r ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  p r e s e n t e d
t o  t h e  Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  c r e w ' s  energy^
13
in  c a r r y i n g  o u t  F r e y c i n e t * s  m i s s i o n .
A f t e r  F r e y c i n e t ' s  v o y a g e ,  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  began t o  
mo di fy  s t r i c t l y  s c i e n t i f i c  vo y ag es  t o  i n c l u d e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
commerc ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h i s  a l t e r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  a 
s u b t l e  s h i f t  in  p o l i c y  and f i r s t  o c c u r r e d  in  1822 when Louis 
D u p e r r e y  was a s ke d  by t h e  g o ve r nmen t  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  f e a s i ­
b i l i t y  o f  a p e n a l  c o l o n y  i n  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a p a r t  o f
14A u s t r a l i a  n o t  y e t  u n d e r  f u l l  B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l .  However ,  
D u p e r r e y ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  a l s o  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d i n g  t e r r e s t r i a l  m a g n e t i s m ,  h y d r o ­
g r a p h y ,  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  and n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .
As has  been  m e n t i o n e d ,  D up e r re y  r e c e i v e d  c r e d i t  for  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  F r ench  C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  in  t h e  P a c i f i c  
due t o  h i s  l e t t e r s  p r a i s i n g  t h e  work o f  P r o t e s t a n t  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s .  For  h y d r o g r a p h y  and g e o gr a ph y  he a c c o m p l i s h e d  a
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g r e a t  d e a l , n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  which was f i f t y - t h r e e  new maps 
and c h a r t s  whi ch  r e c t i f i e d  a number o f  e r r o r s  i n  w a t e r s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s  and t h e  C a r o l i n e s ,  a r e a s  where 
t h e  F r e nc h  would e s t a b l i s h  f o o t h o l d s  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Mon­
a r c h y .  ^ He was n o t  a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  a s u i t a b l e  s i t e  f o r  a 
pena l  c o l o n y ,  h oweve r .
H y a c i n t h e  B o u g a i n v i l l e ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  in  1824 was a l s o
s u c c e s s f u l  i n s o f a r  as  s c i e n c e  was c o n c e r n e d ,  however  he
f a i l e d  t o  g a i n  an a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Emperor  o f  C o c h i n - C h i n a
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as has been  p o i n t e d  o u t .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  he w r o t e  a 
n i n e - p a g e  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b i n g  European c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  h i s  s e c r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  In t h i s  a c c o u n t  he 
p r e p a r e d  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  s e l e c t e d  
s i t e s  i n  an a r e a  which r a n g e d  f rom Mani l a  t o  S i n g a p o r e  in  t h e  
F a r  E a s t ,  and he a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  of  
c e r t a i n  p o r t s  o f  South  A me r ic a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  C h i l i  and 
B r a z i l .  B o u g a i n v i l l e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  v iews  on p o r t  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
f o r  t h e  F r en ch  navy and he was most  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  Anambas.  T ra d e  r o u t e s  b e t ween  I n d i a  and 
China  w e r e  a l s o  exami ned  and d e s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  French  g o v e r n ­
m e n t . ^ ^
A l t h o u g h  s c i e n c e  was n o t  e mph as i z ed  p r i m a r i l y  i n  
B o u g a i n v i l l e ' s  e x p e d i t i o n ,  i t  s t i l l  r e m a in ed  one o f  t h e  pr ime 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  P a c i f i c  v o y a g e s .  T h u s ,  even b e f o r e  
B o u g a i n v i l l e ' s  r e t u r n  i n  J u n e ,  1826 ,  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  was 
bound f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  i n  what  has  been t e r m e d  t h e  "most  
i m p o r t a n t  French e x p e d i t i o n  s i n c e  t h a t  o f  La P e r o u s e . " ^ ^
119
In March,  1825 Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  r e t u r n e d  f rom a 
t r a n s - P a c i f i c  voyage w i t h  D up e r re y  d u r i n g  which he b o t a n i z e d  
and b o r e  pr ime r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l ­
l e c t i o n s .  In l e s s  t h a n  a y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  he began a 
l ong  voyage  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  m o n t h s ,  a voyage  d e d i c a t e d  t o  
s c i e n c e ,  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  French  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and i n i t i a t e d  by 
Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  h i m s e l f .  He o r i g i n a l l y  p r o p o s e d  an e x p e d i ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  New B r i t a i n ,  t h e  L o u i s i a d e s  and New 
G u i n e a ,  b u t  b e f o r e  h i s  p r o p o s a l  was a p p r o v e d  by t h e  Naval  
M i n i s t r y ,  Admiral  Paul  Ros se l  added New Z e a l a n d ,  Tonga and 
t h e  L o y a l t y  and F i j i  I s l a n d s  t o  h i s  i t i n e r a r y .  I t  was a l s o
u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  he would s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  r e ma i n s  o f
22
La P e r o u s e ' s  s h i p w r e c k  in  t h e  South  P a c i f i c .
R o u s s i n ' s  w a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  p o i n t s  de r e l â c h e
was a l s o  heeded  and Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  was o r d e r e d  t o  s e a r c h
f o r  moor ing  grounds  c a p a b l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  l a r g e  w a r s h i p s .  He
was a l s o  a sked  to  recommend an a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e  f o r  a p e na l
c o l o n y  ( F r a n c e  had lo n g  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e )  and t o  s u r v e y  t e r r i t o r y  in New Z e a l a n d
23
which  b o r d e r e d  t h e  Hokiange  r i v e r .  The l a t t e r  was c l a i m e d
by Baron C h a r l e s  de T h i e r r y ,  a F rench  a d v e n t u r e r  l i v i n g  in
24
E n g l a n d ,  who had o f f e r e d  t o  cede  i t  t o  C h a r l e s  X.
Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  r e t u r n e d  f rom a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  
c r u i s e  i n  March,  1829 ,  j u d g i n g  f rom t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y  s p e c i m e n s ,  and t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  c rew which a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  in an i m p r e s s i v e
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m u l t i - v o l u m e  work p u b l i s h e d  soon a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n .  The 
I n s t i t u t  c r e a t e d  a commiss ion which r e p o r t e d  immense r e s u l t s  
f o r  s c i e n c e :  53 maps and s k e t c h e s  o f  c o a s t s ,  p o r t s ,  and
moor ing  g r o u n d s ;  1 , 2 2 6  d r a wi n g s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e i r  c o s ­
tumes  and h o u s e s ;  153 p o r t r a i t s  d e t a i l i n g  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s ;  1 , 9 2 6  d r a w i n g s  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ;  and v a r i o u s  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h y d r o ­
g r a p h y  and a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  G e o l o g i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s
26
i n c l u d e d  a b o u t  900 s a mp l es  o f  r o c k s  f rom 22 c o u n t r i e s .
C a p t a i n  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  voyage had u n e x p e c t e d
r e s u l t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  which grew o u t  o f  Governor  D a r l i n g ' s
a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  F rench  s h i p s  in  t h e
w a t e r s  o f f  New H o l l a n d  and i n  t h e  h a r b o r s  o f  New Z e a l a n d .
D a r l i n g ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e
f o r  C o l o n i e s  i s  r e v e a l i n g :  " C a p t a i n  d ' U r v i l l e  would l e a d  me
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e
p u r p o s e s  o f  g e n e r a l  s c i e n c e . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he a l s o  r e p o r t e d
t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  French  had d e s i g n s  on New Z e a l a n d
j u d g i n g  from Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  e r r a t i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n  when he
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  s u r p r i s e  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  B r i t i s h  s e t t l e m e n t s  
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t h e r e .  In London,  t h e  gove r nment  became e q u a l l y  s u s p i c i o u s
and i n s t r u c t i o n s  were  i s s u e d  which o r d e r e d  a company o f
e i g h t e e n  s o l d i e r s  and t w en t y  c o n v i c t s  t o  occupy We s te rn  
28
P o r t  in  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  one o f  t h e  a r e a s  which t h e
French  had s u r v e y e d .  Al though  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  seem p r e m a t u r e ,
i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  c o l o n i a l  t e n s i o n s  were d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  
29
P a c i f i c . ^
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The F r en ch  we r e  e q u a l l y  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  and 
f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  L e g o a r a n t  de T r o m e l i n  was o r d e r e d  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  F r a n c e  by way o f  t h e  Sandwich  I s l a n d s  on c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s  
t o u r  o f  d u t y  i n  S o u t h  Amer ica  i n  1828.  Commanding t h e  
B a y o n n a i s e , T r o m e l i n  was a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  s a f e t y  o f  
F r e n c h  n a t i o n a l s  i n  t h e  Sandwich  I s l a n d s  and t o  r e p o r t  t o  
h i s  gover nment  t h e  s t a t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n s o f a r  as 
F r a n c e  was c o n c e r n e d .  I t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  
F r e n c h  a l i e n s  r e m a i n e d  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s .  A t t e m p t i n g  t o  s e t  up 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l  and t r a d i n g  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a g r oup  o f  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s  had a r r i v e d  some e i g h t  months  p r i o r  t o  T r o m e l i n ' s  
a r r i v a l .  The London M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  d i s t r u s t e d  any h i n t  
o f  C a t h o l i c  s u c c e s s  in  t h e  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s  and t h e  French 
knew i t — h e n c e ,  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  p r i e s t s  and t h r e e  
l a y  b r o t h e r s  who r e m a i n e d  i n  H a w a i i .  T r o m e l i n ,  h owe ve r ,  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had been p e r m i t t e d  t o  s t a y  i n d e f i n i t e l y  
and t h a t  t h e y  were  s t i l l  h o p e f u l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  To e n s u r e  
t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  he p a i d  h i s  r e s p e c t  t o  Queen Regen t  Kaahumanu 
and t h e  B r i t i s h  and Amer ican  c o n s u l s .
As t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s i t i o n  voyage  between t h e  r e i g n s  o f  
C h a r l e s  X and L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e  o c c u r r e d  ( t h a t  o f  C y r i l l e  
L a p l a c e ,  1 8 2 9 - 3 2 ) ,  i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  
and commerce had begun t o  d om in a t e  a s  m o t i v e s  f o r  t r a n s ­
p a c i f i c  v o y a g e s .  A l t h o u g h  s c i e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  as a s t e a d y  
f a c t o r ,  i t  was no l o n g e r  p a r a m o u n t ;  t h e r e  was one m a j o r  
e x c e p t i o n :  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  l a s t  v o y ag e ,  1 8 3 7 - 4 0 .
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The d e s i r e  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  French  i n f l u e n c e  in
C o c h i n - C h i n a  i n s p i r e d  L a p l a c e ' s  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  F a r  E a s t .
His  i n s t r u c t i o n s  wer e  l a i d  o u t  v e r y  c l e a r l y  by t h e  Naval
M i n i s t e r ,  Baron d ' H a u s s e z :  a t  T o u r a n e ,  he was  t o  t r y  t o
n e g o t i a t e  c o m me r c i a l  and  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ;  he was t o  l e n d
any s u p p o r t  r e q u i r e d  t o  Eugene C h a i g n e a u ,  a newl y a p p o i n t e d
v i c e - c o n s u l ,  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  t r y  to  g a i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f
Man dar i ns  i n  T o u r a n e ;  he was t o  show t h e  f l a g  and p r o t e c t
French  m e r c h a n t s ;  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w hi ch  would be o f  use
t o  F r en ch  commerce— l o c a l  t a r i f f s ,  p i l o t a g e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  an
a n a l y s i s  o f  m a r k e t a b l e  p r o d u c t s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o
p o r t  u s a g e .  S c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  he p e r f o r m
e l a b o r a t e  h y d r o g r a p h i c  work which was p r e s c r i b e d  by Daussy o f
t h e  H y d r o g r a p h i c  S e r v i c e :  t o  pay c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t
l o n g i t u d i n a l  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  M a n i l a ,  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Coch i n -
Ch i n a ,  t h e  G u l f  o f  T o n k i n ,  and t h e  Anambas and Natunas  which
a r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  Malaccan  S t r a i t s .  T he s e  a r e  a l l
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s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s .
In s e c r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  d ' H a u s s e z  o r d e r e d  t h a t  
L a p l a c e  l o c a t e  a p o r t  where  F r ench  w a r s h i p s  c o u l d  moor s a f e l y  
i f  F r a n c e  wer e  t o  f i g h t  E n g l an d .  D ' Haussez  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  I s l e  o f  Bourbon was w i t h o u t  a good h a r b o r  and t h a t  t h e  
use  o f  P o n d i c h e r y  was t o o  r i s k y .  He a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  i t  would 
be u s e f u l  t o  know a b o u t  a r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  a r e a  where  
w a r s h i p s  m i g h t  a s s e m b l e  f o r  an i m p o r t a n t  o f f e n s i v e  a c t i o n .
He t o l d  L a p l a c e  t h a t  t h e s e  o r d e r s  were " o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e r e s t
123
32
t o  t h e  Royal  Navy. "  A g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e
33
p o l i c y  o f  p o i n t s  de r e l â c h e .
L a p l a c e ' s  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n  ended i n  f a i l u r e ,  b u t
t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  was a p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  Co ch in -
China  where  Minh-Mang had r e f u s e d  t o  s e e  C h a i g n e a u .  L a p l a c e
had g i v e n  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  French  m e r c h a n t  s h i p s ,  had shown t h e
f l a g ,  and had o b t a i n e d  m i l i t a r y  and commer c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n
a b o u t  v a r i o u s  p o r t s .  He a d v i s e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  f o r g e t
a b o u t  Van D i e me n ' s  Land ( Tasmania)  and New H o l l a n d  ( A u s t r a l i a )
b e c a u s e  he saw no a d v a n t a g e s  t h e r e  f o r  F r a n c e ,  c o m m e r c i a l l y  o r
34as " p o i n t s  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n .
P r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  i n t e r n a l  power  s t r u g g l e s ,  L o u i s -  
P h i l i p p e ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  s p o n s o r e d  no more P a c i f i c  v oy ag es  u n t i l  
A u g u s t e - N i c o l a s  V a i l l a n t  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  i n  1835 t o  t r a n s p o r t  
c o n s u l a r  a g e n t s  t o  S ou th  America and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .
P o l i t i c a l  m o t i v e s  had now s u p e r s e d e d  s c i e n t i f i c  m o t i v e s  f o r  
t r a n s - P a c i f i c  v o y a g e s .
W r i t i n g  t o  C a p t a i n  V a i l l a n t  t h e  2 8 t h  o f  December ,  1835,  
Baron D u p e r r e ,  head  o f  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y ,  i n f o r m e d  him t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  aim o f  h i s  voyage  s h o u l d  be t h e  s a f e  a r r i v a l  o f  co n­
s u l a r  a g e n t s  who had been o r d e r e d  t o  C h i l i ,  Peru  and  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  With t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r s  
were a l s o  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  V a i l l a n t :  t o  show t h e  n a t i o n a l
c o l o r s  among t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s ,  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  C h i n a ,
C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  and i n  t h e  c o m p t o i r s  o f  t h e  I n d i e s — a l l  i n  t h e
35 /i n t e r e s t  o f  F r e n c h  commerce and n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e .  D up er re  
added :
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In  a w o r d ,  you w i l l  c o n d u c t  y o u r s e l f  in  s u c h  a manner  
so as t o  g i v e  an a c c u r a t e  i d e a  o f  F r a n c e ' s  power  and 
o f  t h e  v i g i l a n t  s o l i c i t u d e  o f  h e r  g o ve r nm en t  r e g a r d ­
i n g  t h e  K i n g ' s  s u b j e c t s  who de a l  i n  commerce 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d . 36
V a i l l a n t  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  w h i l e  h i s  vo yage  had no m a j o r
s c i e n t i f i c  p u r p o s e  he was e x p e c t e d  t o  spend any f r e e  t i m e  in
p u r s u i t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a .  I f  he and h i s  c rew d o u b t e d  t h i s ,
t h e y  were  a s s u r e d  by t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  drawn up by t h e  Academy
37o f  S c i e n c e s  t h a t  t h i s  was i n d e e d  e x p e c t e d  t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t .
I n t e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  work
s i n c e  C h a r l e s  G a u d i c h a u d ,  a n o t e d  b o t a n i s t ,  r e q u e s t e d  p e r r a i s -
38
s i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  c rew.  O t h e r  s a v a n t s  p e t i t i o n e d  t o  j o i n  as
w e l l :  Yves C h e v a l i e r ,  g e o l o g i s t ,  and B e n o i t - D a r o n d e a u ,
h y d r o g r a p h i c  e n g i n e e r .  Y e t ,  S u r g e o n -M a j o r  J o s e p h  Eydoux was
e x p e c t e d  t o  h a n d l e  most  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  d u t i e s  even  though
39
t h e s e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  men wer e  a b o a r d  t h e  Boni t e .
The Boni t e  c a r r i e d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p a s s e n g e r s - - n i n e
c o n s u l a r  o f f i c i a l s ;  o f  t h e s e ,  Adolphe B a r r o t  was t h e  most
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i m p o r t a n t  d i p l o m a t i c  o f f i c e r .  At t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  F rench  
Chambers  o f  Commerce t h e  g o v e r n me n t  had c r e a t e d  a new c o n s u ­
l a t e  i n  M a n i l a ,  and now B a r r o t  had been d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t h i s
p o s t  which was e x p e c t e d  t o  become an e s s e n t i a l  F ar  E a s t e r n
41" o b s e r v a t o r y "  f o r  t h e  F r e n c h .
D i p l o m a t i c  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s e r v e  as  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  b a r o ­
m e t e r s ;  a n d ,  t h e  J u l y  M o n a r c h y ' s  new a p p o i n t e e s  were  i n d i c a ­
t i v e  o f  s e v e r a l  t r e n d s .  The i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  a p p o i n t ­
men t s  t o  South  Amer ica  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy had
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d e c i d e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a l l  o f  S p a i n ' s  r e b e l  
c o l o n i e s ,  and t h a t  French commerc ia l  i n f l u e n c e  mus t  be 
c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e r e .  B a r r o t ' s  new c o n s u l a r  p o s t  r e v e a l e d  
t h r e e  t h i n g s :  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a c c e l e r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in
P a c i f i c  commer c i a l  e x p a n s i o n ;  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t he  
Bordeaux  l o b b y ;  and t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d e s i r e  t o  be w e l l -  
i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in  an a r e a  where  t h e  
B r i t i s h ,  and t h e  Amer icans  t o  some e x t e n t ,  were  l i k e l y  t o  
e x p l o i t  commer c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
I n fo rmed  o f  t h e  J u l y  M on a r c h y ' s  a n x i e t y .  V a i l l a n t  kept 
c o p i o u s  n o t e s  i n  h i s  j o u r n a l s  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  r e l a y e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  P a r i s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  j o u r n e y .  His  j u d g m e n t s  
a b o u t  t h e  g rowt h  of  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  were  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  o p t i m i s t i c  b u t  he warned t h a t  B r i t i s h  c o m p e t i t i o n  was a 
m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s .  C a p t a i n  V a i l l a n t  r ecom­
mended t h a t  a c o n s u l a t e  a l s o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in Ho n o l u lu  so 
t h a t  F r ance  c o u l d  have an o b s e r v a t i o n  p o s t  on t h e  w h a l i ng  
i n d u s t r y  which was p r e v a l e n t  t h e r e ;  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  w h a l e r s  
c a l l e d  i n  t h a t  p o r t  p e r  y e a r .  Mo re ov e r ,  Ho n o l u lu  l a y  on a 
g r e a t  t r a d e  r o u t e  be tween China  and Nor th  Amer ica  as  V a i l l a n t
c o u l d  a t t e s t  s i n c e  he had f r e q u e n t l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  m e r c h a n t s
42
s h i p s  t h e r e  as  w e l l .
In r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f o r  h i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  v i ews
43
on t h e  s t a t e  o f  commerce a t  C a n t o n ,  L i n t i n ,  and Macao,
V a i l l a n t  i n f o r m e d  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  
a l e n g t h y  t r e a t i s e  accompanied  by t r a d e  d o c u m e n t s . H e
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r e p o r t e d  t h a t  harmony be t ween  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  t h e  Ch i ne s e  had
b r o k e n  down i n  1834 and t h a t  a l l  commerc ia l  r e l a t i o n s  had
c e a s e d  f o r  two m on t hs ;  p a r t  of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o c c u r r e d  as a
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  L i n t i n  ( i n  t h e  Canton  R i v e r )  h av i ng
become an e n t r e p o t  o f  i l l i c i t  opium t r a d e .  However ,  t r a d e
d i d  resume i n  C a n t o n ,  and  when t h e  B o n i t e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  on
J a n u a r y  7 ,  1 8 3 7 ,  V a i l l a n t  coun t ed  f i f t y  c ommer c i a l  f i r m s ,
f o r t y - n i n e  o f  t h em s h a r e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  and t h e  A m e r i c a n s ,
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and one u n d e r  Dutch o w n e r s h i p .  He a nnounced  t h a t  E n g l i s h
t r a d e  w i t h  China  amounted  t o  " h u nd re d s  o f  m i l l i o n s "  [ f r a n c s ]
p e r  y e a r  and he e n c l o s e d  a copy o f  The Canton R e g i s t e r  to
i m p r e s s  upon t h e  g ov e r n me n t  h i s  own c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  growing
46
B r i t i s h  co mmer c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  in t h e  Far  E a s t .  The f o l l o w i n g
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  r e v e a l i n g :  Canton i m p o r t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e
amount  o f  3 2 , 4 2 6 , 6 2 3  S p a n i s h  d o l l a r s  w h i l e  e x p o r t i n g  p r o d u c t s
in  t h e  amount  o f  2 4 , 8 7 7 , 7 9 9  d o l l a r s ,  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  20% in
t r a d e  f i g u r e s - - a l l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  b a l a n c e  o f
t r a d e  i n  t h e  m a i n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r
op ium,  i n  S p a n i s h  d o l l a r s ,  amounted t o  1 7 , 9 0 4 , 2 4 8 ,  o r  56% o f
47a l l  B r i t i s h  p r o d u c t s  i m p o r t e d  t h e r e  f o r  one y e a r .
T h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  t r a d e  a c t i v i t i e s  was
r e p e a t e d  as C a p t a i n  V a i l l a n t  v i s i t e d  o t h e r  p o r t s  d u r i n g  h i s
voyage  o f  some t h r e e  y e a r s .  S c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  w er e  e q u a l l y
48
d e t a i l e d  as  s u b s e q u e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e v e a l .  V a i l l a n t ' s  
voyage  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  s u r v e y  o r d e r e d  
fay t h e  J u l y  Monarchy ,  and i t  was e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
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d i s p l a y i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P a c i f i c  t h e  new c o l o r s  o f  F r a n c e —
t h e  t r i c o l o r .  V a i l l a n t  w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  when h i s  j o u r n e y
was n e a r  c o m p l e t i o n :
I s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  v e r y  h o n o r e d  t o  
have  been  t h e  f i r s t  c a p t a i n  o f  o u r  Royal  Navy t o  have 
made known,  as  a t  t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s ,  t h e  P h i l i p ­
p i n e s ,  i n  C h i n a ,  in C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  a t  S i n g a p o r e ,  and 
a t  M a l a c c a ,  t h e  p a v i l i o n  of  t h e  King i n  t h i s  r a v i s h i n g  
and i m p o r t a n t  c o l o n y  where  one c a n n o t  e v e r  r e c a l l  t h a t  
a F r e n c h  w a r s h i p  has been  s e e n . ^ ^  [ P u l o - P e n a n g ]
But  F r a nc e  had o t h e r  l o y a l  s e r v a n t s  as  w e l l - - h e r
m i s s i o n a r i e s .  T h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were  bound t o  F r en ch  f o r e i g n
a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  so  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h a t  F a i v r e  d e s c r i b e s
t h e  r i v a l r y  be tween  French  C a t h o l i c s  and A ng l o - S ax o n  P r o t e s t a n t s
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as  a " c o l d  w a r . "  C h a r l e s  J u l i e n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e i r  c o m p l i c a t e d
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r i v a l r y  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  as  t h e  "war o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s . "
M i s s i o n a r i e s  were  t h e  f i r s t  W e s t e r n e r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h
p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e s  in O c e a n i a ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r r i v i n g  f i r s t .
The London M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  took t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  s t e p  in
1797 when i t  s e n t  an e v a n g e l i c a l  group of  t h i r t y - n i n e  p e r s o n s
i n  T a h i t i ;  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  a number  o f  B r i t i s h  P r o t e s t a n t
s e c t s  began  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  i n  P o l y n e s i a  and M e l a n e s i a .
S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  Amer ican Board o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r
f o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  Boston M i s s i o n ,  became
52a c t i v e  i n  Hawai i  and i n  p a r t s  o f  M i c r o n e s i a .
On t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h e  French were n o t  s e r i o u s l y
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  O c ea n i a  u n t i l  a b o u t  1825 a f t e r  which t i m e
53
D u p e r r e y ' s  l e t t e r s  seem t o  have been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  c a t a l y z ­
i n g  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  In S e p t e m b e r ,  1825 ,  t h r e e  P i c p u s i a n
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p r i e s t s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  c o u n t e r ­
b a l a n c e  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s .  However ,  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e t  up 
p e r m a n e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were  c i r c u m v e n t e d  by t h e  U. S .  and 
B r i t i s h  n a va l  o f f i c e r s .  In  1830 Pope P i us  V I I I ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  F r en ch  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e q u e s t ,  r e a d i e d  a m i s s i o n a r y
group f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  s o u t h e r n  P o l y n e s i a ,  b u t  t h e  f a l l  o f
54C h a r l e s  X d e l a y e d  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .
In s p i t e  o f  i t s  " l i b e r a l  and a n t i c l e r i c a l  o r i g i n s "  
t h e  J u l y  Monarchy d i d  n o t  h a l t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  were u s e f u l  t o  t h e  
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s t a t e .  Mo ns e i gn e r  Pompai l i e r .  V i c a i r e  A p o s t a l i c ,  r e c e i v e d  
a l e t t e r  f rom t h e  F r ench  commandant  o f  a n a va l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  S o u t h  Seas  a d v i s i n g  him t h a t  t h e  navy would r e n d e r  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i f  r e q u e s t e d  t o  do so .  His  l e t t e r  c o n ­
t a i n e d  v e r y  g e n e r a l  s t a t m e n t s ,  however  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l i b e r t i e s  had been p r o v i d e d  to  t he  p r i e s t s  in  
t h e  p a s t .  I t  was r e a s o n a b l e  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  
were  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  b egan  t o  
t a k e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s '  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
in  h i s  v i e w ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  " Ba la nc e  o f  Power" t h a t  had 
h e r e t o f o r e  been c o n f i n e d  t o  Europe  must  now be r e g a r d e d  w i t h  
m a t t e r s  o f  p o l i c y  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
T r a n s - P a c i f i c  voyages  r esumed a l m o s t  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  s c o p e  and q u a n t i t y  o f  C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s  u n de r  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.  While t h e  f i r s t  v o y a g e ,  
t h a t  o f  V a i l l a n t  in  1836 ,  was n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o
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p r o t e c t  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  he was o r d e r e d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  F ren ch  n a t i o n a l s  i n  t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s .  
King Kamehameha I I I  was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  
French p r o s e l y t i s m ,  b u t  he t o l d  V a i l l a n t  t h a t  French p r i e s t s
c o u l d  r e m a i n  in H ono lu lu  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  gave no r e l i g i o u s
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i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  h i s  p e o p l e .  L i k e w i s e ,  V a i l l a n t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  F ren ch  p r i e s t s  i n  Macao and r e a c h e d  a
s i m i l a r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r  when he c a l l e d  a t  t h e
n /  59P o r t g u e s e  p o r t .
But  o r d e r l y  a g r e e m e n t s  were  n o t  a lways  worked o u t .
C a p t a i n  Abel  A u b er t  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s , a p p a r e n t l y  F r a n c e ' s  most
t e m p e s t u o u s  commander ,  t w i c e  j o u r n i e d  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  and
c o n s t a n t l y  h a r a s s e d  t h e  T a h i t i a n s  and ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  t h e
H a w a i i a n s .  A f i e r c e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  French m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  D u p e t i t -
Thouars  q u a r r e l e d  w i t h  Queen Pomare IV in  T a h i t i  and w i t h  King
Kamehameha I I I  i n  t h e  Sandwich  I s l a n d s .  Both r u l e r s  were
i n f l u e n c e d  by P r o t e s t a n t  m i s s i o n a r i e s - - G e o r g e  P r i t c h a r d ,
B r i t i s h  c o n s u l  and member o f  t h e  London M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  in
t h e  ca s e  o f  Queen Pomore ,  and Hiram Bingham, o f  t h e  Bos ton
M i s s i o n ,  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  King Kamehameha. Both were c a u g h t  up
in f o r e i g n  i n t r i g u e  b u t  i t  was Queen Pomare who found h e r s e l f
a pawn i n  a p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r  which grew ou t  o f  B r i t i s h  and
French  e x p a n s i o n i s t  a i m s . ^ ^
In command o f  t h e  f r i g a t e ,  V ^ u s , C a p t a i n  D u p e t i t -
Thouars  began  h i s  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e  in December ,
1836.  The o r i g i n s  o f  h i s  voyage  grew o u t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s
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d e s i r e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  F rench  w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  which had had
l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  t o  d a t e .  S i n c e  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  had w r i t t e n  and
s u b m i t t e d  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  government  which i n f o r m e d  them a b o u t
t h e  b e s t  means f o r  r e v i v a l  o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y ,  he was
t h e  l o g i c a l  c h o i c e  t o  send t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  r e g i o n s .  Dur ing
\
h i s  c r u i s e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  w h a l e r s  
were  imp osed :  ( 1 )  t o  a i d  t h e  s e a - c a p t a i n s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g
d i s c i p l i n e  ( c re w d e s e r t i o n  was h i g h ) ;  (2)  t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p r o b l em s  which  a r o s e  i n  f o r e i g n  p o r t s .
A l t h ou g h  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  c a r r i e d  o u t  o r d e r s  d e v o t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  he was a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  
g a t h e r  as  much s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  as t i m e  p e r m i t t e d — t e m p e r a t u r e  
and b a r o m e t i c  r e c o r d i n g s ,  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  h y d r o g r a p h y ,  e t c .
He was a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e v i e w  v a r i o u s  s i t e s  f o r  t h e i r  c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e v i c t u a l l i n g  and r e p a i r  o f  a 
“ c r o i s i e r e  de g u e r r e , "  and t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e a l i n g  wi t h
t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  i s l a n d  p e o p l e s  d i s t r i b u t e d
6 2
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P a c i f i c .
D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  r e a c h e d  t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s  on J u l y  
7 ,  1837,  and i n  a few days  he was i n v o l v e d  i n  a h e a t e d  q u a r r e l  
be tween  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
King Kamehameha I I I .  Two m i s s i o n a r i e s .  F a t h e r  B a c h e l o t  (a 
French c i t i z e n )  and F a t h e r  S h o r t  (a B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t )  had been 
o r d e r e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  i s l a n d s .  Bef or e  t h e  Ve'nus a r r i v e d ,  t h e  
B r i t i s h  were p r e s s i n g  t h e  c a s e  o f  F a t h e r  S h o r t .  A f t e r  a n a l y z ­
i ng  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  a g r e e d  on j o i n t  a c t i o n  wi th
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t h e  B r i t i s h ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Amer ican  
m i s s i o n a r i e s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p r e s s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  F r ench  m i s s i o n ­
a r i e s ,  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  d e c i d e d  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  French  
c i t i z e n s  and h i s  t a c t i c s  w or ked .  Kamehameha a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  
p r i e s t s  c o u l d  r ema i n  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  made p l a n s  t o  l e a v e  a t  some 
t i m e  in  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  f u t u r e .  A l s o ,  a f t e r  p r e s s u r i n g  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  e x t r a c t e d  an a g r e e m e n t  which 
p r o mi s e d  f reed om o f  e n t r y  and p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  F r en ch  s u b j e c t s  
o t h e r  t h a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  T h i s  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  g a i n  f o r
F r en ch  commer ica l  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h a l i n g  f l e e t  
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c a p t a i n s .
A l t ho u gh  t h e  s k i p p e r  o f  t h e  Venus a c t e d  w i t h  s o b r i e t y  
i n  H a w a i i ,  t h i s  was n o t  t o  be  t h e  c a s e  i n  T a h i t i  were d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by m i s s i o n a r i e s  had r e c e i v e d  g r e a t e r  
a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y .  Whi le  i n  p o r t  a t  
V a l p a r a i s o  in  1837 D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  r e c e i v e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom Admiral  Ducampe de Rosamel ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  
Navy and C o l o n i e s .  Th ese  new i n s t r u c t i o n s  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
Venus t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s ,  to T a h i t i  in p a r t i c u ­
l a r  wh er e  two P i c p u s  p r i e s t s .  F a t h e r s  C a r e t  and L a v a l ,  had 
been o u s t e d  by Queen Pomare IV.  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  a r r i v e d  i n  
P a p e e t e  i n  A u g u s t ,  1837 ,  and s e n t  an u l t i m a t u m  t o  t h e  queen  
demanding  t h a t  ( 1 )  a l e t t e r  o f  a p o l o g y  be s e n t  t o  L o u i s -  
P h i l i p p e ;  (2)  2 , 0 0 0  S p a n i s h  d o l l a r s  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  p r i e s t s ;  
(3 )  t h a t  t h e  French  f l a g  be r a i s e d  and t h a t  a t w e n t y - o n e  gun 
s a l u t e  be g i v e n  i n  h onor  o f  t h e  French n a t i o n a l  c o l o r s .
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George P r i t c h a r d ,  a m i n i s t e r  and t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l ,  a s s i s t e d
t h e  queen  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  By S e p t e m b e r ,  Queen
Pomare had s i g n e d  a c o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F r ench  g u a r a n t e e i n g
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l i b e r t i e s  t o  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m i s s i o n a r i e s .
A f t e r  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  F r a n c e  i n  183 9 ,  he 
r e p o r t e d  o u t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  Marquesas  I s l a n d s  as  a 
pena l  c o l o n y  and a s  an e x c e l l e n t  s i t e  f o r  a p o i n t  de  r e l â c h e .
In A u g u s t ,  1841 ,  he was o r d e r e d  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  them and 
s a i l e d  once  a g a i n  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c .  He d i d  occupy t h e  M a r q u e s a s ,  
t h en  wen t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  had i n s t r u c t e d .  He
t u r n e d  t o w a r d  T a h i t i  wh i ch  he a l s o  viewed as  an i m p o r t a n t
s t r a t e g i c  p o r t  f o r  F r a n c e .  Th er e  he p r o t e s t e d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  F rench  s u b j e c t s  and demanded t h a t  Queen Pomare pay  1 0 , 0 0 0  
S p a n i s h  d o l l a r s  f o r  an i n s u l t  t o  French  s u b j e c t s ;  t h e  money 
must  be p a i d  w i t h i n  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s  o r  he t h r e a t e n e d  t o  t a k e  
p r o v i s i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  T a h i t i .  T h i s  was a h i g h - h a n d e d  a c t i o n  
s i n c e  t h e  French  commander had no gove r nmen t  a u t h o r i t y  which  
a l l o w e d  him t o  p l a c e  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s  u n d e r  a p r o t e c t o r a t e .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  M o n i t e u r , d a t e d  A p r i l  17 ,  1843 ,  a n n o u n c e d  
G u i z o t ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  s i n c e  one a s sumes  he 
d i d  n o t  f e e l  p o l i t i c a l l y  s t r o n g  enough t o  go a g a i n s t  t h e  t i d e  
o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  In November ,  1843 ,  George P r i t c h a r d  s e n t  
a b l u n t  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  F r ench  which s t a t e d  t h a t  F r e n c h  r u l e  i n  
T a h i t i  was a g a i n s t  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  f o r  D u p e t i t -  
T h ou a r s  had d ep os e d  Pomare and a c t e d  c o n t e m p t u o u s l y .  By 
March,  1844,  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  had i m p r i s o n e d  P r i t c h a r d  and w i t h
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t h a t  a c t i o n  p l u s  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Queen ,  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  seemed l i k e l y .  Only t h e  c a r e f u l  d i p l o m a t i c  work
o f  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  Aberdeen and Pr ime  M i n i s t e r  Gui zo t  k e p t
t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  u nde r  c o n t r o l .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e
a n n e x a t i o n  o f  T a h i t i  was wi thdrawn by F r a n c e ,  b u t  she  c o n t i n u e d
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i s l a n d  a s  a p r o t e c t o r a t e  once  r e p a r a t i o n s  were
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p a i d  t o  B r i t a i n .
C l e a r l y ,  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s *  a c t i o n s  i n  1843-44 a t  
P a p e e t e  were b or n  o u t  o f  French e x p a n s i o n i s t  dreams i m p l e ­
mented by d a n g e r o u s  m e t h od s — t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  an i m p o s s i b l e  
u l t i m a t u m  f o r  an i n s u l t  t o  French s u b j e c t s  and t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  
o f  a h e l p l e s s  i s l a n d  go v er n me n t .  A l t h o u gh  h e e l e d  in  by t h e  
B r i t i s h ,  t h e  f o o t h o l d  f o r  F r a n c e ' s  P o l y n e s i a n  empi re  had been
s e c u r e d  by an a r r o g a n t  s e a - c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of  t h e
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French  Royal Navy.
B r i e f  m en t i o n  s h o u l d  be made o f  two more e x p e d i t i o n s ,  
b o t h  o f  them a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  commerc ia l  demands and t h e  p r o ­
t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  f o r  
t h e  second  t i m e  and commanding t h e  f r i g a t e ,  1 ' A r t e m i s e ,
C a p t a i n  C y r i l l e  L a p l a c e  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e d  t h e  g l o b e  from 1837 to  
1840.  E x p r e s s l y ,  h i s  o r d e r s  were t o  r e n d e r  s e r v i c e  t o  French 
commerce by o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  v a l u e  t o  sh ip own ers  and 
t r a d e r s  and by o f f e r i n g  them t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  French naval  
u n i t s ;  he was a l s o  o b l i g e d  to s e a r c h  f o r  e x c e l l e n t  wh al i ng  
l o c a l i t i e s .  On h i s  r e t u r n ,  L a p l a c e  s u b m i t t e d  r e p o r t s  which 
r a n g e d  from an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y  t o  t r a d e
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s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  Middl e  E a s t ,  t h e  Far  E a s t ,  and South  Amer ica .
He a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  h y d r o g r a p h i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  b u t  t h i s  
was n o t  i n  any s e n s e  a m a j o r  p a r t  o f  h i s  o r d e r s .
P r i o r  t o  1 837 ,  t h e  F rench  navy had s u r v e y e d  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Ocean more t h a n  t h e  P a c i f i c  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
f u r n i s h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  commercia l  wh a l i ng  i n t e r e s t s .
A f t e r  1 837 ,  w h a l e r s  began t o  g r a v i t a t e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  a n d ,  
upon t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  s h i p o w n e r s  f rom Le Havre t o  t h e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ,  Thomas C ec i l  l e  was o r d e r e d  t o  t h e  South P a c i f i c  
e x p r e s s l y  t o  p r o t e c t  an i n d u s t r y  which France  c o n s i d e r e d  
w or t h  r e v i v i n g .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l l  nava l  u n i t s  s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  
P a c i f i c  c o a s t  o f  S ou th  America wer e  e x p e c t e d  t o  do t h e  same.  
Commanding t h e  H e r o i ne , C e c i l l e  s a i l e d  from B r e s t  in J u l y ,  
1 83 7 ,  and a f t e r  a j o u r n e y  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  months he r e t u r n e d
h a v i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s s i s t e d  t w e n t y  w h a l i n g  v e s s e l s ,  and
6 8a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  i m p o r t a n t  h y d r o g r a p h i c  t a s k s .
The l a s t  m a j o r  t r a n s - P a c i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
J u l y  Monarchy was d e s c r i b e d  as "a  voyage o f  pure  c u r i o s i t y "  
by F r a n ç o i s  Arago who u n e q u i v o c a l l y  opposed  J u l e s  Dumont 
d ' U r v i l l e ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  South P o l e .  He p u b l i c l y  
c r i t i c i z e d  d ' U r v i l l e  and r e f u s e d  t o  s e r v e  on t h e  commiss ion 
s e t  up by t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  which was c h a r ge d  w i t h  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
t i e s  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n . A r a g o  may n o t  have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
i t  was L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  h i m s e l f  who added t h e  p o l a r  e x p e d i t i o n  
t o  d ' U r v i l l e ' s  o r i g i n a l  i t i n e r a r y — a s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  
in t h e  South  P a c i f i c .
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Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  d e s c r i b e d  as " t h e  F r e n c h  Co o k , " ^^
p ro po se d  h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  V i ce - Ad m ir a l  Ros a me l ,  M i n i s t e r  o f
t h e  Navy,  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 837 .  In  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
voyage ,  he e x p l a i n e d  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n ;
Haunted  by C o o k ' s  e x a m p l e ,  I o f t e n  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  
famous n a v i g a t o r ' s  t h r e e  voyages  and n e a r l y  e v e r y  n i g h t  
I was t o r m e n t e d  by dreams i n  which I saw m y s e l f  on my 
t h i r d  v oy ag e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d . 72
O r i g i n a l l y ,  d ' U r v i l l e  s u b m i t t e d  a m od es t  p r o p o s a l  t o
t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y :  t o  p r o c e e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f
M a g e l l a n ,  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  Solomons  and o t h e r  s e l e c t e d  p l a c e s
i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c ,  t o  l o o k  f o r  s u r v i v o r s  f rom La P e r o u s e ' s
A s t r o l a b e  a t  V a n i k o r o ,  and t o  c a r r y  ou t  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v o y a g e . ^3 Admi ra l  Rosamel a s s u r e d  him t h a t  t h e
p r o p o s a l  was n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be a p p r o v e d ,  b u t  d ' U r v i l l e  was n o t
e a s i l y  d i s c o u r a g e d .  He w r o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  an o l d  f r i e n d ,  M.
C h a u c h e p r u t ,  t h e n  R o s a m e l ' s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and a s k e d  t h a t
he use h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  nava l  m i n i s t e r .  C h a u c h e p r u t
i n f o r me d  d ' U r v i l l e  t h a t  w h i l e  Rosamel was v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t
t h e  c o s t  o f  s uch  an e x p e d i t i o n ,  he had f o r w a r d e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l
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t o  Baron T u p i n i e r ,  C h i e f  o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( D i r e c t i o n  des
Mouvements ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  d e p e n d e d
75
on t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  he would make.  T u p i n i e r  a p p r o v e d .
However ,  d ' U r v i l l e  l e a r n e d  a s t a r t l i n g  f a c t ;  b e f o r e  t h e  end 
o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1838 (he  had s u b m i t t e d  h i s  p l a n s  i n  J a n u a r y ) ,  
t h e  p r o j e c t  had been  s u b m i t t e d  t o  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  The k i n g ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Ro same l ,  welcomed t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  h a v i n g  l e a r n e d  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h a t  an Amer ican  w h a l e r  was p r e p a r i n g  t o  s a i l
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t o  t h e  South  P o l e .  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  was adamant  a b o u t  a French 
e x p e d i t i o n  b e i n g  s e n t  t h e r e  a s  w e l l . ^ ^
When d ' U r v i l l e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  A g u u s t ,  
1837 ,  he  was t o l d  t h a t  two s h i p s ,  n o t  o n e ,  would be  s e n t  o u t  
u n d e r  h i s  command. His  mo d es t  p r o p o s a l  had been e x pa nd ed  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  He was t o  s a i l  f o r  t h e  S ou t h  S h e t l a n d s ,  and 
from t h e r e  t o  p r o c e e d  as f a r  s o u t h  as  p o s s i b l e  in o r d e r  t o  t r y  
t o  s u r p a s s  t h e  B r i t i s h  c l a i m s  o f  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  74® o f  l a t i ­
t u d e . O n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  t a s k ,  d ' U r v i l l e  was t o  p r o c e e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  M a g e l l a n ,  t h e n  t o  V a l p a r a i s o  and a c r o s s  
to  P i t c a i r n  and t h e  a d j a c e n t  i s l a n d s ,  and t h e n  on t o  R a r a t o n g a  
and t h e  F i j i s .  From t h e r e  he was o r d e r e d  t o  t h e  New H e b r i d e s ,  
t h e  Banks g r o u p ,  t o  V a n i k o r o ,  t h e  S a n t a  Cruz i s l a n d s ,  and t h e  
So l omons .  When he r e a c h e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  New Guinea ,  
he had t h e  o p t i o n  o f  s e n d i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  s h i p ,  l a  Ze^le“e , to
F rance  w h i l e  h i s  own s h i p ,  1 ' A s t r o l a b e . named a f t e r  La
cor 
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P e r o u s e ' s  v e s s e l ,  was t o  n t i n u e  t o  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,
Ta sman i a  and New Z e a l a n d .
B e f o r e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1837,  Rosamel  p r e ­
s e n t e d  d ' U r v i l l e  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  He r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  k in g  
" t a l k e d  t o  me f o r  some t i me  . . . and  a t t e n t i v e l y  f o l l o w e d
d e t a i l s  on a s ma l l  map o f  t h e  p o l a r  r e g i o n s  which I had t a k e n  
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c a r e  t o  b r i n g . "  For ced  t o  exami ne  h i s  i t i n e r a r y  a g a i n ,
d ' U r v i l l e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he f i n a l l y  " r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  an a t t e m p t
t oward  t h e  South  P o l e  would be a [ t h i n g ]  o f  g r a n d e u r  and
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m a r v e l "  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .  He a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  two p o we r f u l
13Z
n a t i o n s  wer e  a l s o  p l a n n i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  South P o l e ,  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  " h a v i n g  a l r e a d y  v o t e d  an enormous sum" [ t h e
Wi lkes  e x p e d i t i o n ]  w h i l e  t h e  Royal  S o c i e t y  o f  S c i e n c e s  and
t h e  B r i t i s h  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  wer e  p r e s s i n g  England f o r  t h e
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same k i n d  o f  u n d e r t a k i n g .  S i n c e  none  o f  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  
c o u l d  e n t e r t a i n  any t h o u g h t  o f  m i l i t a r y  a d v a n t a g e  as  a 
r e s u l t  o f  h a v i n g  a t t a i n e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
g l o b e ,  t h e n  one mus t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  r a c e  t o  t h e  p o l e  had 
enormous  p r e s t i g e  and n a t i o n a l i s t i c  v a l u e .  From t h e  e v i d e n c e  
a t  h a n d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f r e n z i e d  "South P o l e  
c o n t e s t " ;  d ' U r v i l l e  mus t  have  r e a l i z e d  t h i s  when he had h i s  
a u d i e n c e  w i t h  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  Both may have been i n f l u e n c e d  
by p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  But  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  must  have been 
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  p u b l i c i t y  which  t h e  Moni t e u r  gave t o  naval  
v o y a g e s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  i n  t h e  Annales  m a r i ­
t i m e s  e t  c o l o n i a l e s  and t h e  Bui 1 e t i n  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c e i t y  o f  P a r i s .  Some o f  t h e  voy ag es  r e c e i v e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r e c o g n i t i o n  and mos t  o f  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  were p u b l i s h e d  i n
82m u l t i - v o l u m e  works  o f t e n  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  gov er nmen t .
A l t h o u g h  Rosamel a p p r o v e d  d ' U r v i l l e ' s  p l a n s  f o r  a
s c i e n t i f i c  v o y a g e ,  he added t h a t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  had " e x p r e s e d
h i s  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  F r e nc h  commerce,"  as  
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w e l l .  T h e r e u p o n ,  d ' U r v i l l e  was o b l i g e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a 
r e s o u r c e  s t u d y  and t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  w ha l i n g  
i n d u s t r y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  were  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  commercial  
d e s i d e r a t e :  h a r b o r s  f o r  French  s h i p s ,  m a r k e t s  f o r  French
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p r o d u c t s ,  and p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  F rench  v e s s e l s  on t h e  h i gh  s e a s .
What had  begun as  a "voyage  o f  p u r e  c u r i o s i t y "  now became a
complex voyage f o r  s c i e n c e ,  n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e ,  and commerce.
At R o s a m e l ' s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  s e t  up
a commi ss ion  whi ch  was t o  p r e p a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s
e x p e d i t i o n ;  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  c o m p l i e d ,  d ' U r v i l l e  s t a t e d  t h a t
he f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  d i r e c t i v e s  were  s t a t e d  in “ c o l d  t e r m s . "
He was r i g h t .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  do have  a c a r p i n g  q u a l i t y :
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i t i n e r a r y ,  t h e  commi ss ion  p e e v i s h l y  n o t e d  t h a t
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a c u n a e  c a l l e d  f o r  a more l i m i t e d  vo ya ge  t h a n
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t h e  one p r op o s e d  by d ' U r v i l l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  i s s u e d
d i r e c t i v e s  c o v e r i n g  g e n e r a l  p h y s i c s ,  geography and n a v i g a -
87t i o n ,  g e o l o g y  and m i n e r a l o g y ,  b o t a n y  and zool ogy .  S i n c e  
d ' U r v i l l e  had become a d e v o t e e  o f  p h r e n o l o g y  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
he p r o p o s e d  h i s  p r o j e c t ,  and s i n c e  he had met a  M. Dumol i t i e r  
a t  t h e  P h r e n o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  P a r i s ,  he s o l i c i t e d  a u t h o r i ­
z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  man t o  j o i n  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  The Naval
M i n i s t r y  a pp r o v e d  t h i s  r e q u e s t  and Du mout ie r  took t h e  t i t l e
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o f  " P h r e n o l o g i s t  and P r e p a r e r  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y . "  T h i s  
i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  a p h r e n o l o g i s t  accompanied a 
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  t h e  
Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  i s s u e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n .
Dur ing  t h e  v o y a g e ,  t h e  A s t r o l a b e  and t he  Zele"e c r o s s e d  
t h e  e q u a t o r  s e v e n  t i m e s ,  and t h e  c rews  made two s e p a r a t e  
a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a c h  75° South  l a t i t u d e  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  k i n g ' s  w i s h e s .  D ' U r v i l l e  o n l y  managed t o  r e a c h  64° South
139
L a t i t u d e ,  b u t  he d i d  d i s c o v e r  a new t e r r i t o r y  which he 
p r o m p t l y  named " T e r r e  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e "  in  honor  o f  h i s  s o v e r ­
e i g n .  V a i n l y ,  he t r i e d  t h r e e  more t i m e s  t o  s u r p a s s  W e d d e l l ' s
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c l a i m  ev en  t h ou gh  he t h o u g h t  t h a t  Weddell  had l i e d .  In  
J a n u a r y ,  1840,  a t  g r e a t  p e r i l  t o  h i s  c r e w,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
p o l a r  r e g i o n  and a t t a i n e d  66® S ou t h  l a t i t u d e .  Dur ing  t h a t
a t t e m p t ,  he d i s c o v e r e d  new t e r r i t o r y  in  A n t a r c t i c a  which he
,  90
named " T e r r e  A d e l i e "  i n  h o no r  o f  h i s  w i f e .  Al l  o f  t h e s e  d i s ­
c o v e r i e s  and a c h i e v e m e n t s  were  h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  in t h e  
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M o n i t e u r .
A f t e r  a j o u r n e y  o f  t h i r t y - e i g h t  m on t hs ,  d ' U r v i l l e  
r e n d e r e d  an a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  and h i s  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  r e c e i v e d  e x t e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  i n  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  cool  t o n e
f o u n d  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e
92r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  voyage in  t h e  Comptes Rendus . P e r hap s  t h e
members now had l e a r n e d  t h a t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  h i m s e l f  had had a
hand in d ' U r v i l l e ' s  "voyage  o f  p u r e  c u r i o s i t y . "
In r e c e i v i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i s  s u c c e s s  d ' U r v i l l e  was
pr omoted  t o  t h e  r ank  o f  R e a r - A d m i r a l ,  and t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l
S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s  awarded him i t s  go l d  medal f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g
a c h i e v e m e n t .  When t h e  b u s t  o f  t h i s  i n t r e p i d  e x p l o r e r  was
u n v a i l e d  i n  t h e  Lou vr e ,  Le C o n s t i t u t i o n n e l  p u b l i s h e d  an a r t i c l e
whi ch  s t a t e d  t h a t  d ' U r v i l l e  was " t h e  n a v i g a t o r  who has  made
t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s "  i n  our  
93t i m e s .  Not  a l l  o f  t h e  French  v e n t u r e s  were so s u c c e s s f u l .
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Of a l l  t h e  F r en ch  a t t e m p t s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean ,  t h e
e f f o r t  t o  c o l o n i z e  Akar oa  p r o v e d  t o  be t h e  most  d i s a s t r o u s .
I t  was a l s o  t h e  most  i n t r i g u i n g  o f  u n d e r t a k i n g s  s i n c e  L o u i s -
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P h i l i p p e  h i m s e l f  t o o k  more t h a n  a " l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t "  i n  t h e
e n t e r p r i s e  and a p p e a r e d  t o  have been t h e  f o r c e  b e h i n d  h i s
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  n a v a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
p r i v a t e  company which e v e n t u a l l y  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  c o l o n i z a t i o n
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o f  Akar oa  f o r  p r i v a t e  s p e c u l a t i v e  and commer c i a l  g a i n .
I t  i s  we l l  known t h a t  C a p t a i n  J e a n  L a n g l o i s ,  c a p t a i n
o f  a w h a l e r  who f i r s t  c o n c e i v e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  f o r m i n g  a c o l o n y
a t  Akar oa  i n  1838,  t o o k  h i s  p l a n s  t o  f r i e n d s  who s u c c e e d e d  in
w i n n i n g  o v e r  g r ands  n o t a b l e s  who were  in  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  
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c a b i n e t .  F i e l d  Marshal  N i c o l a s  S o u l t ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
Co un c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  t o y e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
pena l  c o l o n y  t h e r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  b u t  n e v e r  f o l l o w e d
t h r o u g h .  Admiral  V i c t o r  D u p e r r e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and
C o l o n i e s ,  was i n i t i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  L a n g l o i s ;  scheme b u t
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e v e n t u a l l y  w i t h d r e w .  Who, t h e n ,  r e m a i n e d  i n t e r e s t e d  enough 
and p o w e r f u l  enough t o  i n s i s t  on a compact  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  
company which g u a r a n t e e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  would p r o v i s i o n  
and g i v e  nava l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  a p r i v a t e  v e s s e l  which was 
f i l l e d  w i t h  i mm i g r a n t s  bound f o r  Akaroa?
F a i v r e  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  Duke D e c a z e s ,  one o f  
L a n g l o i s '  o r i g i n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  h igh  gover nment  
o f f i c i a l s ,  w as ,  w i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  t h e  c h i e f  spokesman f o r  L o u i s -  
P h i l  i p p e  r e g a r d i n g  Ak ar oa .  And,  as i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  duke
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h i m s e l f  became t h e  k i n g p i n  o f  t h e  whol e  Akaroan  e n t e r p r i s e .  
Buick s t a t e s  t h a t  Decazes  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  o f  
Bordeaux and  N a n t e s  t o  i n v e s t  in t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  
“ Compagnie de B o r d ea ux  e t  Nantes  p o u r  l a  c o l o n i s a t i o n  de
•A. /  y
l ' I l e  de Sud de  l a  N o u v e l l e - Z e l a n d e  e t  s e s  d e p e n d e n c e s , "  a
company which a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o l o n i z e  A k ar o a  f o r  p r i v a t e  com- 
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m e r c i a l  g a i n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  s c a n t y  d oc um e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  
o t h e r w i s e ,  bo th  h i s t o r i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
t o  assume t h a t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d u b i o u s  
a f f a i r . " "
In any e v e n t ,  a compac t  was f i n a l l y  a r r a n g e d  be tween  
t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s company and t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  which 
t h e  J u l y  Monarchy p r o m i s e d  t o  f u r n i s h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  Comte 
de P a r i s , a p r i v a t e  v e s s e l ,  and t o  p r o v i d e  F r ench  i m m i g r a n t s  
t o  Akaroa w i t h  n a v a l  p r o t e c t i o n .  The Naval  M i n i s t r y  o r d e r e d  
C a p t a i n  Lavaud accompany t h e  Comte de P a r i s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n  o f  His  M a j e s t y ' s  s h i p ,  1 ' A u b e . The compac t  a l s o  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Akaroan 
i mm ig ra n t s  as  F r e n c h  p r o p e r t y .
But  f o r t u n e  d i d  n o t  s m i l e  on t h e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  
B r i t i s h  o u t m a n e u v e r e d  t h e  F r en ch  t h r o u g h  s e c r e t  m a c h i n a t i o n s .
By v i r t u e  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Wai t an g i  ( 1 8 4 0 ) ,  Lord P a l m e r s t o n  
c o n c l u s i v e l y  p r e v e n t e d  French  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  A k a r o a ,  b u t  n o t  
b e f o r e  F r ench  i m m i g r a n t s  were  a l r e a d y  bound f o r  New Z e a l a n d .
Too l a t e ,  t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s company l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  B r i t i s h
102
p r e e m p t i v e  d i p l o m a t i c  s t r i k e .  W i s e l y ,  L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e ‘ s
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g o ver nm en t  d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  and t h e  p r i v a t e  
company and t h e  Akaroan  i m m i g r a n t s  were  l e f t  t o  f e n d  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s .  The J u l y  Monarchy d i d  o f f e r  t o  t r a n s f e r  some o f  
them t o  o t h e r  F r e n c h  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  T a h i t i ,  bu t  
mos t  o f  them r e m a i n e d  in  Akaroa and a c c e p t e d  B r i t i s h  p r o t e c -
By 1843 ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g  was p e r m a n e n t l y  h o i s t e d  i n
New Z e a l a n d  and t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i  se  s p e c u l a t o r s  had l i q u i d a t e d  
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t h e i r  company.  Was i t s  f o u n d i n g  a d e a l  be tween  L o u i s -  
P h i l  i p p e ,  some g r a n d  n o t a b l e s , N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  s p e c u l a t o r s  
and a few s l i c k  p r o m o t e r s  w i t h  gov er nmen t  c o n n e c t i o n s ?  No 
h a r d  and f a s t  c o n c l u s i o n s  can be drawn f rom t h e  d o c um en t a r y  
e v i d e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  an 
i n t r i g u i n g  o n e .
M o t i v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  dozen o r  more e x p e d i t i o n s  and a 
d i s a s t r o u s  c o l o n i a l  a t t e m p t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  emanated  
from a me lange  o f  d e s i r e s .  E x p e d i t i o n s  were j u s t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  
s a ke  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a d v a n c e m e n t ,  f o r  commerce,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
a d v a n t a g e ,  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
p r e s t i g e  and t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  navy i n  a s e a r c h  f o r  p o i n t s  de 
r e l â c h e  and p o i n t s  d ' a p p u i . U n d e r l y i n g  a l l  o f  t h e s e  however ,  
t h e r e  i s  one c o n s t a n t ,  A ng l o - F r e n c h  r i v a l r y  was g rowing  in  t h e  
P a c i f i c  and t e n t a t i v e  e x p a n s i o n i s m  was t h e  ou tcome.  For  
F r a n c e ,  n av a l  o f f i c e r s  t o o k  t h e  b o l d e s t  s t e p s  i n  e x p l o i t i n g  
t h e  P o l y n e s i a n s  and  in  s e t t i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  e x p a n s i o n ­
i sm i n  I n d o - C h i n a ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  were a i d e d  by French
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commer c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  and by s t r e n u o u s  m i s s i o n a r y  s u p e r e r o ­
g a t i o n .
I n d i r e c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  s c i e n c e  must  be j u d g e d  a p a r t  o f  
e a r l y  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  t he  P a c i f i c  s i n c e  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e d  an 
e x c u s e  f o r  some e x p e d i t i o n s ,  and s i n c e  much o f  t h e  d a t a  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  French wi t h  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e s ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  and p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h a t  
t e r r i t o r y  which c o m pr i s e s  O c e a n i a  and I n d o - C h i n a .  C h a f i n g  f o r  
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  and i n s p i r e d  by a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
voyages  c om p l e t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  French 
e x p l o r e r s  p l y e d  t h e  P a c i f i c  w i t h  gr im d e t e r m i n a t i o n ;  o n l y  in  
a n o n - m i l i t a r y  s p h e r e  could t h e y  b r i n g  p r e s t i g e  t o  F r a n c e  and 
t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  One i s  r eminded  i r r e s i s t i b l y  o f  t h e  s p a c e  r a c e  
be tween  t h e  U. S. and t h e  U. S.  S.  R. where s u c c e s s  i n  a 
s p e c i f i c  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d  i s  f u l l  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p r e s ­
t i g e ,  and ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a d v a n t a g e .
The B r i t i s h ,  by o pe n i n g  C h i n a ,  by c o n t r o l l i n g  
A u s t r a l i a  and New Ze a l a n d  and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  South  and 
West  P a c i f i c  w a t e r s ,  pushed t h e  F r ench  t o  a c q u i r e  f o o t h o l d s  
in  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  South P a c i f i c  where  she  met  no s t r o n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  f rom o t h e r  powers .  S p u r r e d  by p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  
and r e l i g i o u s  m o t i v e s ,  the  F r en ch  government  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  e x p e d i t i o n s .  The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t ,  b r o a d  
P a c i f i c  Ocean was l a r g e  enough f o r  p r i z e s  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a l l ,  and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n  i t  so v a l u a b l e  t h a t  i t  w a r r a n t e d  
s e r i o u s  a g g r e s s i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  F r a n c e .
CHAPTER VII  
CONCLUSIONS
I n t e r e s t  in s c i e n c e  a c c e l e r a t e d  in  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  and i n  F r a nc e  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  was p a r t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  some o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  which were  c o m p l e t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  and t h e  J u l y  Monarchy,  For  one t h i n g ,  
a q u a r r e l  a r o s e  between Georges  C u v i e r  and E t i e n n e  G e o f f r o y  
S t .  H i l a i r e  o v e r  the  f i x i t y  o f  t he  s p e c i e s ;  C u v i e r ,  who 
e x e r c i s e d  a k ind  of  d i c t a t o r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
communi ty ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f i x e d  form t h e o r y  wher eas  G e o f f r o y  
S t .  H i l a i r e  f a v o r e d  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
C u v i e r  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  o p p o s i n g  v i ew,  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t r a n s -  
f o r mi s m.  As a c on s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  q u a r r e l  and 
o t h e r s ,  t he  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  i s s u e d  f r e q u e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which c a l l e d  f o r  the  c o l l e c t i o n  of many forms o f  animal  
l i f e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h e  ape f a m i l y ,  f o s s i l s ,  s o i l  and 
r o ck  s amples  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  i t e m s .  I f  enough 
d a t a  f rom a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  were c o l l e c t e d ,  p e r h a p s  
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  cou l d  be r e s o l v e d ,  t h e r e b y  a l l o w i n g  s c i e n c e  
to  b e t t e r  e x p l a i n  and d e s c r i b e  n a t u r e . ^
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T h e r e  was a l s o  a g r e a t  o u t b u r s t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a b o u t  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  magne t i sm i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  which r e s u l t e d  in  p r o v o k i n g  a r a s h  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  A n t a r c t i c a  and t h e  A r c t i c .  In F r a n c e ,  t h i s  
p r o b a b l y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  d e t o u r  t o  t h e  
A n t a r c t i c  d u r i n g  h i s  s e cond  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  
L o u i s - P h i l  i p p e ,  i n f l u e n c e d  by h i s  f r i e n d ,  H umbol dt ,  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  d ' U r v i l l e  p r o c e e d  i n t o  A n t a r c t i c  w a t e r s  even though h i s  
s h i p  was h a r d l y  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  t h i s  j o u r n e y .  A l s o ,  
when t h e  F r e nc h  g o v e r n m e n t  c r e a t e d  two s c i e n t i f i c  commis­
s i o n s ,  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  I c e l a n d  and G r e e n l a n d ,  
and t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  t h e  N o r t h ,  b o t h  g r oups  
r e c e i v e d  e l a b o r a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t e r r e s t r i a l  mag­
n e t i s m  ( r e c o r d i n g  compass  d e c l i n a t i o n s  and i n c l i n a t i o n s )  
and o t h e r  g e o p h y s i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  work 
p e r f o r m e d  by t h e  F r en ch  and s c i e n t i s t s  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  
e r r o r s  on n a v i g a t i o n a l  c h a r t s  were r e c t i f i e d ,  compass 
p r ob le ms  wer e  s o l v e d ,  and t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  modern m e t e o r ­
o l og y  e f f e c t i v e l y  l a i d . 2
I t  s h o u l d  be remembered t h a t  i t  was Napoleon  I who 
f i r s t  r e a l i z e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s c i e n c e  as  a v e h i c l e  f o r  t r a n s ­
m u t i ng  F r en ch  u n i v e r s a l  ism i n t o  c u l t u r a l  i m p e r i a l i s m .
Dur ing  h i s  E g y p t i a n  cam pa ig n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  was accompanied  
by a s t a f f  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  whose mos t  e n d u r i n g  l e g a c y  i s  
E g y p t o l o g y .  Whi le  no p o s t - N a p o l e o n i c  monarch  l e d  a r m i e s  
w i t h  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  t ow,  some o f  them d i d  e n c o u r a g e  e x t e n s i v e
146
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  as  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  v o y a g e s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  d i d  h i s  p a r t  f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s .  He had 
t r a v e l l e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  d u r i n g  h i s  e x i l e  and r e a l i z e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d i s c o v e r i e s  and t h e  need to  know more a b o u t  
unknown l a n d s ;  he e n c o u r a g e d  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a v e l l e r s ,  and 
v o y a g e r s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  F r e n c h  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ;  he seemed a wa r e  t h a t . t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  were  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  F r en ch  a t t e m p t s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  and d e v e l o p  t r a d e ,  
n o t  t o  m en t i o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  g a i n s  which o f t e n  e n s u e d .  
L a s t l y ,  v o y a g e r s  and t h e i r  t r i u m p h s  n o t  only  en hanced  t h e  
m o n a r c h ' s  p r e s t i g e ,  b u t  t h e y  a l l o w e d  him to d i s p l a y  t h e  
F r en ch  p a v i l I o n  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s .
For  t h e s e  same r e a s o n s ,  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  t h e  Navy,  
A g r i c u l t u r e  and Commerce,  War,  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and 
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  a l s o  h a n d s o m e l y  s u b s i d i z e d  many o f  t h e  naval  
and army p e r s o n n e l  who i n i t i a t e d  e x p e d i t i o n s ;  nava l  o f f i c e r s  
s u b m i t t e d  many r e q u e s t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y . u s u a l l y  g o t  a p r o m o t i o n  
o r  o t h e r  awards  i f  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e i r  m i s s i o n s .  S om et i mes ,  
t h e  g ove r nment  a l s o  h e l p e d  p r i v a t e  commercial  g r o u p s  such  as  
t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  company ,  a s  w e l l  as  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a v e l ­
l e r s  who p r o p o s e d  m i s s i o n s  whi ch  seemed l i k e l y  to b e n e f i t  
e i t h e r  t h e  g o ve r nmen t  o r  c e r t a i n  o f  i t s  o f f i c i a l s .  When 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  were  i s s u e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
was c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  commercia l  and t r a d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .
U 7
In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy has  been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
as  one  o f  t h e  mos t  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
s i n c e  n o t a b l e s  and h a u t e  b o u r g e o i s i e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  a c q u i r i n g  w e a l t h  and p u r s u e d  p o l i t ­
i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  o n l y  t o  g a i n  more  w e a l t h .  A l ex an dr e  de 
T o c q u e v i l l e  was one o f  t h e i r  s e v e r e s t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c s ,  
d e s c r i b i n g  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a " t r a d i n g  com­
pany"  w h e r e i n  t h e  k i n g ,  p a r l i a m e n t ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o f f i c i a l s  s h a r e d  f i n a n c i a l  t i d b i t s ,  exchan ged  i n s i d e  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n ,  and c o o p e r a t e d  in  t r a n s a c t i n g  m u t u a l l y  p r o f i t a b l e  
d e a l  s . 3 B a l z a c ,  a n o t h e r  c r i t i c ,  compared  t h e  economic l i f e  
o f  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy to  a " b a s k e t  o f  l i v e  c r a b s  s e e k i n g  ro 
d e v o u r  one  a n o t h e r . "4
Harsh w o r d s ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c on t em ­
p o r a r y  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  monar chy  and t h e  r i c h .  On b a l a n c e ,  
t h i s  r i n g s  t r u e  when one r e f l e c t s  on t h e  c o n v o l u t e d  a f f a i r s  
o f  t h e  Bordeaux s h i p o w n e r s  and b u s i n e s s m e n  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  
in  h i g h  p l a c e s .  I t  has been  shown t h a t  b o t h  P o r t a l  and 
D e ca ze s  c o o p e r a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  g r o u p s  in  Bordeaux and 
N a n t e s .  With r e g a r d  t o  t h i s ,  two i m p o r t a n t  examples  were 
d i s c u s s e d :  t h e  Akaroan scheme and t he  a t t e m p t  to p u r c h a s e
and d e v e l o p  a t r a d i n g  b as e  i n  A b y s s i n i a .  In both  a f f a i r s ,  
Decaze s  seems t o  have o p e r a t e d  a s  a f i n a n c i a l  eminence  g r i s e  
f o r  t h e  O r l e a n s  f a m i l y ;  however  i t  would be a m i s t a k e  t o  
r e a c h  d e f i n i t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  as  t h e  
e v i d e n c e  i s  s i m p l y  t oo  f l i m s y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  f r a g i l e
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c o n n e c t i o n  w a r r a n t s  m e n t i o n  s i n c e  i t  seems t o  f a l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  k i n g ' s  p r e f e r r e d  mode o f  o p e r a t i o n — 
a p o l i c y  o f  b e i n g  p r u d e n t ,  p e a c e - l o v i n g ,  and d e v o t ed  t o  t h e  
t a s k  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f o r t u n e .  As King o f  t h e  
F r e n c h ,  he c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  r i s k  E n g l a n d ' s  w r a t h .  In any 
e v e n t ,  mo s t  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  g r ou p  were  u n s u c c e s s f u l  v e n t u r e s ,  
a t  t i m e s  d e g e n e r a t i n g  i n t o  o p e r a - b o u f f e s  which f i z z l e d  o u t  
a s  t h e y  were  u n d e r  way.
But  F r ench  o v e r s e a s  t r a d e  grew n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  and 
g r a d u a l l y  a p o l i c y  of  a c q u i r i n g  f o o t h o l d s  and moor ing p l a c e s  
d e v e l o p e d ,  a p o l i c y  f a v o r e d  by t h e  Naval M i n i s t r y  and c o n ­
doned by Guizo t  a s  w e l l .  Tr a de  i n c r e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r  
c o l o n i e s  of  S p a i n ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  in  t h e  South  
P a c i f i c  where  i s l a n d  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  b o u g h t  and s o l d  in  o t h e r  
m a r k e t s .  The Ocean i a  t o  China t r a d e  r o u t e  promised  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  w e a l t h ,  b u t  t h o s e  m a r k e t s  were  p r e t t y  much c l o s e d  
to E u r o p e a n s .  From 1835 to  1838 Adolphe  B a r r e t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  
p romote  t r a d e  accommoda t ions  when h i s  gover nment  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a c o n s u l a t e  in M a n i l a ,  t h e i r  " e a s t e r n  o b s e r v a t o r y "  on com­
m e r c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t a g e m s  o f  o t h e r  powers .  But  t h e  
F rench  had t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  l e a d  t h e  way i n  f o r c i n g  
open t h e  C h i n es e  m a r k e t s  w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
t h e  Opium Wars o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  B e t t e r  days  f o r  French t r a d e r s  
a r r i v e d  l a t e  in t h e  c e n t u r y  (1874)  when t h e  government  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v e r  Annam. In t h e  m e an t i m e ,  a 
p o l i c y  o f  a c q u i r i n g  f o o t h o l d s  had t o  s u f f i c e .
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The growth o f  t r a d e  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  new m a r k e t s  
r e q u i r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  naval  s t a t i o n s  and o u t p o s t s  
f o r  m e r c h a n t s  f l e e t s  whe r e  v e s s e l s  c ou l d  be r e p r o v i s i o n e d ;  
t h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  w h a l e r s  i n  t h e  
South  P a c i f i c ,  a n d ,  j u s t  as  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  
to a i d  t h e  C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who had b ee n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
P a c i f i c  s i n c e  1825.  F a i v r e  views t h e  s t r u g g l e  be tween 
P r o t e s t a n t  An g l o -S a xo n s  and t h e  French  C a t h o l i c s  a s  a 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  " c o l d  w a r , "  a war f o r  c u l t u r a l  do mi na ­
t i o n ,  a n d ,  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n . ^
Time a f t e r  t i m e ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were e m b r o i l e d  in d i s p u t e s  in  
O c e a n i a ,  and to a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  i n  t h e  Far  E a s t ,  and t h e  
F rench  g ove r nment  o f t e n  a c t e d  as  i f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  honor  were  
a t  s t a k e  in s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s .  C r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  
in  t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  Marq ues as ,  and to  a l e s s e r  
e x t e n t  in  H a w a i i ,  and in  I n d o - C h i n a .  Some o f  t h e s e  q u a r r e l s  
were  r e s o l v e d  in f a v o r  o f  F r a n c e ,  and f o o t h o l d s  were 
a c q u i r e d  which f u r n i s h e d  t h e  b a s e s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
F rench  P o l y n e s i a n  e m p i r e .
The a c c o u n t  o f  F r ench  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  A f r i c a  i s  
r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t .  F i r s t ,  however ,  a b r i e f  c o l o n i a l  r e t r o ­
s p e c t  s h o u l d  be i n t r o d u c e d .  As men t ion ed  i n  C h a p t e r  I I , 
t h e r e  were o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
mood o f  t h e  n a v y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and c e r t a i n  men o f  p r o p e r t y  
due t o  an a b r u p t  change  i n  French c o l o n i a l  a f f a i r s  soon a f t e r  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  D i s a p p o i n t m e n t s
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and e x p e r i m e n t s  d e v e l o p e d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  “o l d  sys t em"  o f  t h e  a n c i e n  r e g i m e . Th i s  r eg ime had 
i n d u l g e d  in  a c o l o n i a l  s y s t e m  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  i n t e n s i v e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r i e s  ( p l a n t a t i o n  c o l o n i e s )  which were  
d e s i g n e d  to  f u n c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  m e r c a n t i l i s t  sys tem o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The b e s t  example  o f  t h i s  was t h e  " s u g a r  
f a c t o r i e s "  o f  t h e  A n t i l l e s  whe r e  s l a v e  l a b o r  p r oduced  s u g a r  
which s u p p l i e d  t h e  m é t r o p o l e  and which was s o l d  i n  Europe  
a t  h i gh  p r i c e s .  The Bourbons  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  
as  mere f o o t h o l d s  f o r  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n i s m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were 
e n t i r e l y  economic  ends  i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  
s ys t em was no l o n g e r  t e n a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
and o l d  a t t i t u d e s  began t o  c r u m b l e .  The l o s s  o f  ch eap  l a b o r  
as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  s l a v e  t r a d i n g  and t h e  
c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u g a r  f rom t h e  s u g a r b e e t  i n  Europe  
d e s t r o y e d  t h e  o l d  s y s t e m .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  a c o n f l i c t  a r o s e  
between t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  a n o t h e r  t i m e  and t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  
t h e  p r e s e n t .  As t h e  o l d  s y s t e m  was undermined  a new c o l o n i a l  
a t t i t u d e  d e v e l o p e d . ®
F r a n c e  a l s o  had e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m p t o i r s  ( t r a d i n g  
f a c t o r i e s )  d u r i n g  t h e  a n c i e n  r e g i m e . While some o f  t h e s e  
r em ai n ed  i n t a c t ,  o t h e r s  u n d e r w e n t  f r a n t i c  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .
In Senegal  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  were  i n i t i a t e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  o l d  
t r a d i n g  p o s t s  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r i a l  b a l l o o n s .  T h i s  gamble  
f a i l e d  f o r  many r e a s o n s ,  t h e  l e a s t  o f  which was t h e  l a c k  o f  
a l a b o r  f o r c e .  S i m i l a r  e x p e r i m e n t s  were i n t r o d u c e d  i n
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Bourbon ,  G u i a n a ,  and in  P o n d i c h e r y ,  b u t  t h e s e  t o o  f a i l e d .  
B i z a r r e  schemes  wer e  t r i e d :  t h e  u s e  o f  o r p h a n s ,  p r i s o n e r s ,
and i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  " f r e e "  l a b o r e r s ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  
t h e s e  o l d  c o m p t o i r s  were  t u r n e d  i n t o  b a s e s  f o r  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  
G r a d u a l l y ,  t h e  o l d  p l a n t a t i o n  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  a n c i e n  r eg i me  
was s l o w l y  r e p l a c e d  by a mignon m i n c e u r  e x p a n s i o n i s t  p o l i c y  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f o o t h o l d s  and moor i ng  p l a c e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .
For  many r e a s o n s  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  g ro wt h  p u l l e d  men 
t h i s  way and t h a t ,  b u t  French p o l i c y  f i n a l l y  c o a l e s c e d  i n t o  
one of  f i t f u l  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  A wide  v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p l e  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  c r e a t e d  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  b u t  i t  was p r i n c i p a l l y  a 
p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  e x p l o r e r s  and t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y .  The S o c i e t y  became a k i nd  o f  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  
v a r i o u s  v iew s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and i t  f u r n i s h e d  a " s e c u r e "  
forum f o r  e x p a n s i o n i s t - m i n d e d  men who r a n k e d  h i g h  in t h e  
g o ve r n m e n t .  But i t  i s  above a l l  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  
who have been  e m p h a s i z e d .  S c a r c e l y  a y e a r  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  
nava l  o f f i c e r s ,  s u n d r y  t r a v e l l e r s ,  army e x p l o r e r s ,  and 
o t h e r s  s u g g e s t i n g  t o  P a r i s  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s l a n d  
o r  t h a t  p o s t  as  a r e s u l t  of  t h e i r  t r a v e l s .  Some o f  them 
were d o u b t l e s s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Midd l e  and Far  E a s t  and hoped t h e  F r a n c o -  
B r i t i s h  r i v a l r y  would en co ur age  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  to s u b s i d i z e  
them.  The g o v e r n m e n t  i t s e l f ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  
o f  t h e  Navy and War,  o f t e n  o r d e r e d  e x p e d i t i o n s  on t h e i r  own.
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a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n a l o g o u s  f o o t h o l d s  
a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  in  I n d i a ,  
S i n g a p o r e ,  C a n t o n ,  New Z e a l a n d ,  and A u s t r a l i a .  Unable  t o  
g a i n  a n y t h i n g  in  t h e  F ar  E a s t ,  t h e  F r en ch  had t o  move i n t o  
O c e a n i a ,  where  t h e y  soon d e v e l o p e d  a s p h e r e  o f  i n f l u e n c e .
But  A f r i c a  became t h e  f i e l d  o f  g r e a t  r i v a l r y  be tween 
t h e  two p o w e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  c r e a t i n g  a ne twork  o f  f o o t ­
h o l d s  i n  w e s t e r n  A f r i c a  and a m a j o r  c o l o n i a l  t r i u m p h  i n  
A l g e r i a .  F ra nc e  t r i e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  p o r t i o n s  of  e a s t e r n  
A f r i c a  as  w e l l ,  namely  A b y s s i n i a ,  b u t  B r i t a i n  c o u l d  n o t  l e t  
h e r  g a i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f o o t h o l d  in  t h e  v e r y  s t r a t e g i c  Red 
Sea  a r e a .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  F r a n c e  had t o  s e t t l e  f o r  p o i n t s  
d ' ap pu i  i n  t h e  Mozambique C h a n n e l ,  s i g n e d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  
w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  M u s ca t ,  and b i d e d  h e r  t i m e  u n t i l  she  
c o u l d  s a f e l y  s e i z e  M adagasca r  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  The c h a n n e l  i s l a n d s  s e i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy,  
h o w e v e r ,  f u r n i s h e d  b a s e s  f o r  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n i s m  and t h e  
s e i z u r e  o f  M a d a ga sc a r .
Al though  t h e  work o f  i m p o r t a n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
v o y a g e r s  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  in  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e r e  were o t h e r s  
who were  no t  so d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  Some 
w er e  l o n e  t r a v e l l e r s  whose p r i m a r y  aim was c o m m e r c i a l ,  some 
wer e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  some t r a v e l l e d  u n d e r  g ove r nment  o r d e r s  
a t  t h e i r  own r i s k .  Some f o rmed  teams of  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
s c i e n t i f i c  commiss ions  c r e a t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and some 
w e n t  a b r o a d  f o r  p r i v a t e  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  a s  t h e y  v a l ue d  s c i e n c e .
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o f t e n  r e q u e s t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  so 
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  occupy  t h e i r  s p a r e  t i m e  more p r o d u c t i v e l y . ^
The e l a b o r a t e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  I c e l a n d  and 
G r e e n l a n d  ( 1 8 3 5 - 3 6 )  and t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission o f  t h e  
No r th  ( 1 8 38 -4 0 )  have  b ee n  m e n t i o n e d .  Al th oug h  t h e  accom­
p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  c o m m i s s i o n s  were  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  w e a l t h  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  which was r e c o r d e d  and 
c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  two f a c t s  which s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d  i n  
t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  One i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  a man d e v o t e d  t o  
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  and i n  t h e  name o f  s c i e n c e ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a ­
t i o n  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .
R e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i r s t .  Dr .  J o s e p h  Paul Gaimard seems 
t o  have  been n o t  a r a r e  phenomenon among Fr ench  v o y a g e r s ,  
and f u r n i s h e s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  example  o f  a man who s e r v e d
g
F r a n c e  wel l  t h r o u g h  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l o r a t i o n s .  An ot he r  
i m p o r t a n t  example  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  of  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  
was t h e  t r a g i c  Roch e t  d ' H e r i c o u r t .
R e ga r d i ng  t h e  s e c o n d ,  Gaimard was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  S c a n d a n a v i a ,  L a p l a n d ,  S p i t z b e r g ,  
and t h e  F ar oe  I s l a n d s  i n  1 8 3 8 - 1 84 0 ,  t h e  Commission du Nor d . 
Welcomed by t h e  k i n g s  o f  b o t h  Sweden and Denmark,  t h e  
e x p e d i t i o n  t o o k  on b o a r d  members f rom each c o u n t r y ,  m o s t l y  
nava l  o f f i c e r s ,  who j o i n e d  t h e  French  i n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h . ^
Th i s  was a r a r e  i n s t a n c e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  j o i n t  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  and i n d e e d  seems t o  
have been a v e r y  e a r l y  exampl e  o f  t h i s  phenomenon.
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T h e r e  i s  one more c a t e g o r y  o f  voyages  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  d e t a i l  in t h e  body o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  which needs t o  be 
r e - e m p h a s i z e d  in  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s cop e  
o f  t h e  French e x p e r i e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.  Th i s  
c a t e g o r y  i s  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by H. P e r r o t t ,  a b o t a n i s t  by 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  one who h e l d  t h e  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  n a t u r a l i s t e  v o y a g e u r  and  who was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Naval 
M i n i s t r y .  In t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  he made many voyages  
f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y :  in  1818 he t r a v e l l e d  t o  China and t h e
P h i l i p p i n e s  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c t s  which were u s e f u l  and 
which  c o u l d  be r a i s e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  in t h e  c o l o n i e s  o f  
Bourbon and G u i a n a .  T h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  o l d  p l a n t a t i o n  sys t em to  h e r e ­
t o f o r e  n o n - e x p l o i t e d  c o l o n i e s  a s  a con se que nc e  o f  t h e
10
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of  t h e  o l d  s y s t e m  in t h e  A n t i l l e s .
The names Gaimard and P e r r o t t ,  w h i l e  n o t  as  d i r e c t l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F rench  e x p a n s i o n i s m  as t h o s e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
g r e a t e r  l e n g t h  in  t h e  body o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  n e v e r t h e ­
l e s s  add l u s t e r  i n  t h e  s a g a  o f  t i r e l e s s  French e x p l o r e r s  
who s e r v e d  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y  we l l  d u r i n g  the  r e i g n  o f  
L o u i s - P h i l i p p e .  And a l t h o u g h  mos t  o f  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  were 
c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  J u l y  
Monarchy ,  t h e y  were  r o m a n t i c s  as  wel l  j u d g i n g  f rom t h e  
r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  While t h e  l u r e  o f  money,  
p r e s t i g e ,  d i s c o v e r y ,  a c h i e v e m e n t  c e r t a i n l y  f u r n i s h e d  them 
w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h e y  s omet imes  spoke o f  a d v e n t u r e
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and t r a v e l  b a s e d  on a h i g h e r  p u r p o s e .  A good example a r t i c ­
u l a t e d  by X a v i e r  Marinier ,  G a i m a r d ' s  c o l l e a g u e  i n  t h e  
Commission du Nor d , f o l l o w s :
The l i f e  o f  t h e  e x p l o r e r  i s  one  o f  t h e  mos t  s e n s i b l e  
i d e a s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  man.  One l e a v e s  t h e  t e n t  which 
one has  p i t c h e d  i n  a f a v o r i t e  s p o t  and one [ wo nd e r s ]  
when he w i l l  r e t u r n  t h e r e .  One b i d s  a d i e u  t o  o n e ' s  
c h e r i s h e d  f r i e n d s  f o r  a . f e w  d a y s  and t h a t  a d i e u  i s  
p e r h a p s  e t e r n a l ;  one goes  f o r t h ,  w i t h  i m p a t i e n t  a r d o r ,  
t o w a r d s  a r emo te  p o i n t ,  and t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  s u b ­
j e c t  o f  b u r n i n g  d e s i r e ,  p e r h a p s  c a n  n e v e r  be a t t a i n e d .
God,  who knows t h e  m e as u r e  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s ,  i s  t h e r e  
and s e t s  t h e  l i m i t s .  The c o n s o l a t i o n  o f  man,  i n  such  
u n c e r t a i n t y ,  i s  t o  d a r e  w i t h  n o b l e  c o u r a g e ,  and t o  
p e r s e v e r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own s t r e n g t h  o f  i n t e n t i o n  
which he has  c o n c e i v e d  and which  he w i s h e s  to  e x e c u t e . ‘ ‘
T h u s ,  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  F r e n c h  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n v o l v e d  n o t  
o n l y  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  and e x p a n s i o n i s t - m i n d e d  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  
b u t  many v o y a g e r s  as  wel l  who e m p h a s i z e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  
In  e s s e n c e ,  t h e y  were an i r r e g u l a r  band o f  s e l f - s e e k e r s  and 
n o b l e  s p i r i t s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  commerc ia l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and l o n e  e x p l o r e r s  who c o n ­
s t r u c t e d  a f r a g i l e  g r i d  made up o f  s m a l l  u n i t s  o f  t e r r i t o r y  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  At t h e  f o r e f r o n t  were  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  and 
t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  who were  z e a l o u s  in 
r e s t o r i n g  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  F r a n c e  and i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r  own 
c a r e e r s .  O f t e n  t r a v e l l i n g  u n d e r  s e c r e t  o r d e r s ,  some o f  t h e i r  
d e e d s  c o n c e a l e d  t he  wi shes  o f  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  and o t h e r s  
who c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s  a s  t e n s i o n s  w i t h  England  m o u n t e d .  So in  a s e n s e ,  i t  
i s  t h e  Navy which had a l a r g e r  r o l e  t h a n  any o t h e r  e n t i t y .
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On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  F r a n c e ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o l o n i a l  t r i u m p h  
came as  a r e s u l t  o f  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t h e  army.  A l g e r i a ,  a 
c o l o n i a l  a b e r r a t i o n  t o  some and an army f i e f  t o  o t h e r s ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  t h e  wor l d  t h a t  F r a n c e  was 
c a p a b l e  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  h e r  e m p i r e .  And h e r e  a g a i n ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x p e d i t i o n s  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  b e c a u s e  a g r e a t  
s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m i s s i o n ,  one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  
t h i s  work ,  was formed j u s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  F r a n c e  o p t e d  f o r  
e x t e n d e d  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a .
In c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  o l d  Ang lo -Saxo n  p a r a d i g m  f o r  
e x p a n s i o n i s m  and c o l o n i z a t i o n  seems n o t  t o  f i t  t h e  F rench  
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e y  s omet imes  s a i d  "we a r e  l i k e  t h e  Romans,"  
and seemed t o  t h i n k  in  t e r ms  o f  c u l t u r a l  and economic  
d o m i n a t i o n  w h i l e  o p t i n g  f o r  a f a r - f l u n g  n e t w o r k  o f  s t r a t e g i c  
p o i n t s . ! 2 In so d o i n g ,  t h e y  embraced a g e s t a l t  o f  t e r r i ­
t o r i a l  aims and d e s i g n s ,  t h e  p a r t s  o f  which were  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
t h e  w h o l e ,  a s  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  Second Empi re  and t h e  
T h i r d  R e p u b l i c  would d i s c o v e r .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x p e d i t i o n s  and voyages  o f  d i s c o v e r y  and t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  
commer c i a l  p r o f i t s  wer e  t h e  s i n e  qua non in  d e v e l o p i n g  a 
p r o l o g u e  to  i m p e r i a l i s m  in t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  I n d i v i d u a l s  r a r e l y  g a i n e d  much,  b u t  t h e  French  
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The b e s t  s y n t h e s i s  f o r  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n  i s  
G u i l l a u m e  B e r t i e r  de S a u v i g n y ' s  La r e s t a u r a t i o n , 2nd.  ed .  
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t h e  Bourbon R e s t o r a t i o n  ( C am b r i d g e ,  M a s s . ,  1 9 1 3 ) ,  Dominique
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Bagge,  Les I d e e s  p o l i t i q u e  en F ran ce  sou s  l a  r e s t a u r a t i o n  
( P a r i s ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  J o s ep h  B a r t h é l é m y ,  L ' I n t r o d u c t i o n  du r ég i me  
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Lou i s  Cl aude  de Freyc^lnet^,  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde 
e n t r e p r i s  p a r  o r d r e  du Ro i ,  execute* s u r  l e s  c o r v e t t e s  
" 1 ' U r a n i e  e t  " l a  P h y s c l e n n e "  p e n d a n t  l e s  a n n é e s  1817,  1 8 1 8 , 
1819 .  e t  1 8 2 0 . 5 v o l s ,  and 1 a t l a s  ( P a r i s .  1 8 2 5 - 2 7 ) .  
F r e y c i n e t ' s  I m p r e s s i v e  h y d r o g r a p h i e  work c o m p r i s e s  one 
s i n g l e  volume o f  t h e  f i v e  volumes c l t e ^ i .  ^See a l s o  "Voyage 
de d é c o u v e r t e s  e t  c l r c o n n a v l g a t l o n  exe ' cu t e  en 1 81 8 ,  1819,  
e t  1820 p a r  M. Lou i s  de  F r e y c i n e t ," Annal  es  mar l  t i m e s  e t  
c o l o n i a l e s ,  p a r t i e  n o n o f f i c l e l l e .  Mémoires  ( 1 8 2 0 ) .  pp. 
9 96- 1009  and " D e t a i l s  s u r  l a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  du voyage  a u t o u r  
de monde de l a  c o r v e t t e  1 ' U r a n i e . commandant  p a r  C a p t a i n e  
F r e y c i n e t , "  I b i d . ,  pp.  1720-31 . T h i s  narval p e r i o d i c a l  w i l l  
be r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e i n a f t e r  as A. M. C. ,  Mémoires  f o r  p a r t i e  
n o n - o f f 1 c l  e l  1 e and as A . M. C. ,  L o i s f o r  p a r t i e  o f f i c i e l l e .
The o f f i c i a l  p a r t  c o n s i s t s  o f  laws and r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o ­
m u l g a t e d  by t h e  Naval M i n i s t r y .
,  ^^Le C h e v a l i e r  de l a  Poix  F r e m o n v l l l e ,  "Mémoire s u r  
1 ' é t a t  de l ' h y d r o g r a p h i e  des  mer b o r é a l  e s , "  A . M . C . , Memolres 
( 1 8 2 0 ) ,  p.  6.  Al so  s e e  M o n i t e u r  u n i v e r s e l . I s s u e  da t e d  5 
December  1820.
25 4D u p e r r e y ,  Mar BB 1000;  B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  J o u r n a l  de
l a  n a v i g a t i o n  a u t o u r  du g l o b e  de l a  f r é g a t e  l a  "Tï ïe ' t l s"  e t
de l a  c o r v e t t e  " l ' E s p é r a n c e ." 2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 3 7 ) ,  1:
2 - 1 0  and Mar BBj 1001;  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  Mar BB^ 1002;
L a p l a c e ,  Mar BB^ 1004.  See a l s o  A . N . ,  M a r i n e ,  S e r v i c e
H y d r o g r a p h i q u e ,  5 J J  58 t o  109.
^ ^ D u p e r r e y ,  A. N. . Mar BB^ 1000.
^ ^ I s s u e  d a t e d  9 May 1822.
161
28 4 ^
A.N. Mar BB 1 0 0 0 ,  Hemoi r e  ; o f  S e r v i c e  Hydro­
g r a p h i q u e , 5 J J  8 0 - 8 7 .
29
I s s u e  d a t e d  2 A p r i l  1824 o f  r e p o r t  d a t e d  14 
O c t o b e r  1823.  For  a f u l l  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  voyage  
s e e  L. I .  D u p e r r e y ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde e n t r e p r i s  p a r  
o r d r e ,  du R o i ,  e x é c u t é  s u r  l a  c o r v e t t e  “ l a  C o q u i l l e '* 
p e n d a n t  l e s  an n ée s  1 822 .  1 823 .  1824 e t  182 5 . 6 v o l s .
( P a r i s ,  1 8 2 6 - 3 0 ) ,  and D u p e r r e y .  Mémoire s u r  l e s  o p e r a t i o n s  
g é o g r a p h i q u e s  f a i t e s  d a n s  l a  campagne de l a  c o r v e t t e  de 
S.  M. La C o q u i l l e , ” ( P a r i s ,  n . d . ) .  D up e r re y  a s s i g n e d him- 
s e l f  t h e  t a s k  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  h y d r o g r a p h i c  work.
30 ^
C h a r l e s  A n d r e J u l i e n ,  H i s t o i r e  de 1 ' O c é a n i e ,  
( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 2 ) ,  p .  81.
31
J e an  Paul  F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  dans  l e  
P a c i f i q u e  de 1800 a 1842 ( P a r i s ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  pp.  '288 and 440 .
S ^ I b i d . ,  pp.  2 8 8 - 2 8 9 .
4  33j o u r n a l  de l a  n a v i g a t i o n . 1 : 3 - 4  and 9 ;  A. N.
Mar BB 1001,  C o n f i d e n t i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n s  d a t e d  17 F e b r u a r y  
1824 .  See s u p r a , n o t e  25 .
3 * I b i d . ,  d i v e r s e  p a p e r s  and r e p o r t s .
c c  4
A^N._ Mar BB 1 002;  s e e  S c h e f e r ,  La F r a n c e  moderne ,
p .  192 .
36 \
I b i d . ;  A r c h i v e s  des  A f f a i r e s  E t r a n g è r e s ;
C o r r e s p o n d a n c e  P o l i t i q u e ,  Mémoires  e t  Documents ,  N o u v e l l e  
z é l a n d e , I ( 1 7 7 2 - 1 8 3 9 ) .  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy 
by C o l o n i a l  D i r e c t o r ,  d a t e d  22 O c t o b e r  1825.  T h i s  a r c h i v a l  
s o u r c e  w i l l  be c i t e d  h e r e i n a f t e r  as A . A . E . , C . P . ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r o p e r  c o u n t r y  p e r t a i n i n g .
S^ibid.
38 See i n f r a , an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Akaroan a d v e n t u r e  in 
C h a p t e r  I I I ,  "The J u l y  M o n ar ch y . "
S^A . N . . Mar BB^ 1002
40 See C u v i e r ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  
d a t e d  27 O c t o b e r  J 8 2 ^  i n  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ' s  Voyage de 
" l ' A s t r o l a b e "  e x e c u t e  p a r  o r d r e  du Roi p e n d a n t  l e s  an n ée s  
1 826 .  1 8 2 7 .  1828 e t  1 8 2 9 . 10 v o l s .  ( P a r i V .  '1830-3:4T. T r x c i x .
41 A,N. Mar BB^ 1002.
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^ ^ P r o c e s - v é r b a u x  d es  s ^ n c è s  dé l ' Académie t e ou es  
d e p u i s  l a  f o u n d a t i o n  de l ' I n s t i t u t  j u s q u ' a u  mois  d ' a o u t  
1835 (Hendave .  1 9 2 1 - 2 2 '  9 : 3 l 3 - 3 1 8 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  3 1 7 - 3 1 8 .
 ̂ 4 4 j ea n  B a p t i s t e  D u v e r g l e r  e t  a l . .  C o l l e c t i o n  
c o m p l e t e  des  l o i s ,  d é c r e t s ,  o r d o n n a n c e s ,  r è g l e m e n t s ,  avi s  
du C o n s e i l  d * e t a t , 2nd e d .  ( P a r i s ,  1834 e t  an n ée s  s u i v . ) ,  
1 9 : 3 8 5 .
^ ^ P o n t e i l ,  L ' E v e i l  des  n a t i o n a l i t é s , 454 .
.^^A r c h i v e s  d es  c o l o n i e s . Le m i n i s t r e  au c o n s u l  
g é n é r a l  a L o n d r e s ,  23 mars 1818 c i t e d  by S c h e f e r  i n  La 
F r a n c e  m o d e r n e , n .  2 ,  p.  191 .  Al s o  s e e  pp .  2 1 8 ,  220 - 22 2 ,  
and 305 .  S c h e f e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  due t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  Count  T h i e r r y  de Hogendorp t h a t  F ra nc e  was c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  f o u n d i n g  of  c o l o n i e s  de c u l t u r e . Ho gendor p ,  f o r m e r  War 
M i n i s t e r  f o r  Napoleon  a f t e r  t h e  French annexed  H o l l a n d ,  
l i v e d  i n  P a r i s  f ro m 1815 t o  1816 and d e v o t e d  h i s  l e i s u r e  
t i m e  t o  c o l o n i a l  m a t t e r s  and  s p e c u l a t i o n s .  He f e l t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p l a n t a t i o n  c o l o n i e s  were t o  
be f ound  i n  S enega l  f a c t o r i e s  and even b e t t e r  i n  t h e  
r u d i m e n t a r y  French p o s t s  in  Ma da ga sc a r .  See  La F r a n c e  
mo de r ne , pp.  1 92 - 19 7 .
47
I b i d . ,  pp.  2 0 0 - 2 0 1 .
4 G l b i d . ,  pp.  2 0 1 - 2 0 2 .
I b i d . ,  pp.  2 1 9 - 2 2 3 ;  s e e  a%so P r e c i s  s u r  l a  
c o l o n i s a t i o n  des b o r d s  de l a  Mana,  a l a  Guyane f r a n ç a i s e ,  
impr ime p a r  o r d r e  de ,M.  l ' a m i r a l  baron  D u p e r r e .  p a i r  de 
F r a n c e ,  M i n i s t r e  d ' E t a t  de l a  Mar ine  e t  des  C o l o n i e s  
( P a r i s ,  1 835) .
^ ^ S c h e f e r ,  La F r a n c e  m o d e r n e , pp .  2 0 7- 2 1 5 .
S ^ I b i d . ,  p.  226.
cp
A r c h i v e s  p a r l e m e n t a i r e s , 2nd s e r i e s ,  3 7 : 556  and 
532 c i t e d  by S c h e f e r ,  La F r a n c e  m o d e r n e , p.  228.
^ ^ S c h e f e r ,  p.  228.
^^Disecours de M. de S a i n t - C r i c q ,  d i r e c t e u r  g én é r a l  
des  d o u a n e s ,  a l a  Chambre d es  p a i r s ,  24 j u i l l e t  1822.  
A r c h i v e s  p a r l e m e n t a i r e s , 2nd s e r i e s ,  37 : 597  c i t e d  by 
S c h e f e r ,  La France  m o d e r n e , p. 229.
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^ ^ P i e r r e  de J o i n v i l l e ,  Le R e v e i l  économique de 
Bor deau x  sous  l a  r e s t a u r a t i o n . ' L ' A r m a t e u r  S a l g u e r i e -  
S t u t t e n b e r q  e t  son o e u v r e  ( P a r i s .  1 9 1 4 ) ,  pp.  3 5 2 - 3 5 7 and 
3 8 5 - 3 9 6 .
SGprance  a l r e a d y  had had a l e n g t h y  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi t h  
C o c h i n - C h i n a .  M i s s i o n a r i e s  and t r a d e r s  had been a c t i v e  
t h e r e  s i n c e  1615 .  By 1748 t h e  French had s i g n e d  a t r a d e  
a g r e e m e n t  b u t  t h e  weaknes s  o f  t h e  F r en ch  I n d i a  Company 
p r e v e n t e d  s u b s e q u e n t  g a i n s .  In  1787 Nguyen-Anh ( l a t e r  
named Gi a- Long  when he became E m p e r o r ) ,  an e x i l e d  p r i n c e  
f rom t h e  r u l i n g  f a m i l y  o f  Annam, s i g n e d  an a g r e e m e n t  wi t h  
F r a n c e  which a l l o w e d  him t o  r e c o n q u e r  h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  
F r e n c h  h e l p .  Out  o f  g r a t i t u d e  he g r a n t e d  t h e  French 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  r i g h t s  o v e r  Tourane  Bay and t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  
F r e n c h  I n d o - C h i n a  were  l a i d ;  h owe ve r ,  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  wars  p r e v e n t e d  France  f rom e x p l o i t i n g  t h i s  a d v a n t ­
a g e .  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  F r e n c h  s t r u g g l e d  t o  
r e g a i n  t h e  l o s t  momentum, bu t  Gia-Long  d r a g g e d  h i s  f e e t  
more and more .  His  x e no ph ob i c  s o n ,  Minh-Mang,  ended a l l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h .
S ^ F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , pp.  276- 281 .
CHAPTER I I I
^ B u l l e t i n  de l a  Soc ié té^  de G é o g r a p h i e , s e r i e s  4 ,  1 
( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  p.  317 .  H e r e i n a f t e r  t h i s  j o u r n a l  w i l l  be c i t e d  as 
Bui 1 e t i n  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e r i e s  and vo lumes  o b t a i n i n g .  To 
a v o i d  c o n f u s i o n ,  be a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  u s u a l l y  two 
volumes  f o r  a s i n g l e  y e a r .
2 ^
C h a s t e n e t ,  Une epoque de c o n t e s t a t i o n :  l a
m o n a r c h i e  b o u r g e o i s i e , 1830-1848 ( P a r i s .  1 9 7 6 ) .  d o . 15-16 .
3
P o n t e i l ,  La mo nar ch i e  p a r l e m e n t a i r e , p.  125.
■ 4
"What makes i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s t a t e s m e n  in F rance  to 
have i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  a l ways  have more 
t h a n  t h e y . "  C. L. F . , "De 1 ' Amér ique  du S u d , "  Revue des 
Deux Mondes ( 1838)  31 : 69  quo ted  by Dougl as  J o h n s o n ,
G u i z o t :  T F p e c t s  o f  French  H i s t o r y .  1787-1874  (London,  1953) ,  
p.  319 .
5
Gordon W r i g h t ,  F rance  i n  Modern T i mes :  From t h e
E n l i g h t e n m e n t  t o  t h e  P r e s e n t , 2nd ed .  ( C h i c a g o ,  1974%, p.  194,
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^ H a r r i s o n  W r i g h t ,  éd .  . The "New I m p e r i a l i s n i "  :
A n a l y s i s  o f  L a t e  N i n e t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  E xp a n s i o n i s m  ( B o s t o n ,
19 6 6 K  p.  v11.
^ Har dy ,  H i s t o i r e  de Ta c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , 5 t h  
e d .  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 7 ) .  pp.  1 6 9 - 1 7 0 .  ^
S i b i d .
^ P r i e s t l e y ,  F ra nc e  O v e r s e a s , p.  v .
T O l b i d . ,  p.  15.
T ^ I b i d .  S i n c e  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  A l g i e r s ,  i s  o n l y  700 m i l e s  
f rom P a r i s ,  P r i e s t l y  f e e l s  t h a t  i t s  v er y  p r o x i m i t y  i s  v e r y  
i n f l u e n t i a l  r e g a r d i n g  F r e n c h  e x p a n s i o n i s t  d e s i g n s .
T Z i b i d . ,  p.  56.
T ^ F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p .  440.
^ ^ G a b r i e l  Hanotaux  and A l f r e d  M a r t i n e a u ,  e d s . .  His  t o i  re  
des  c o l o n i e s  f r a n ç a i s e s  e t  de 1 ' e x p a n s i o n i s m  de l a  F r a n c e  
dans  l e  monde, 6 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 2 9 - 5 0 ) ,  4 : 1 0 2 - 1 0 4 ;  4 : 3 7 2 .
^^Ronald E. R o b i n s o n ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  F rench  C o l o n i a l - 
i s m , 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 1 4 ; Myths and R e a l i t i e s , by Henr i  Brunschwig  and 
t r a n s l a t e d  by W i l l i a m  G l a n v i l l e  Brown,  p.  i x .
T Gpa iv re ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p .  338.  " D i r e c t i o n  
des  c o l o n i e s "  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  u n t i l  1802 
when i t  became an u n d e r - s e c r e t a r y s h i p  o f  s t a t e ;  t h e n  i n  1894 
i t  became a f u l l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e ^ s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
M i n i s t r y  o f  C o l o n i e s .  See A. Duchene ,  La p o l i t i q u e  c o l o n i a l e  
de l a  France  l e  m i n i s t è r e  d es  c o l o n i e s  d e p u i s  R i c h e l i e u  
( P a r i s ,  1928) and F r a n ç o i s  B e r g e ,  Le s o u s - s e c r e t a r i a t  e t  1 es 
s o u s - s e c r e t a i r e s  d ' é t a t  aux c o l o n i i F :  h i s t o i r e  de é m a n c i p a ^
t i o n  de l ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o l o n i a l e  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 6 2 ) .  Col on i  al  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  were  f i r s t  r e c r u i t e d  i n  t h e  main f rom t h e  
c o r p s  o f  nava l  o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy.
T^Brunschwi g,  La c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  du p a c t e  
c o l o n i a l e  a l a  Union f r a n ç a i s e  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p.  28 .
T^See s u p r a , n o t e  18 and n o t e  19 C h a p t e r  I I .
19 F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p. 338.
ZOjramond and R e u s s n e r ,  E l ément s  d ' h i s t o i r e  m a r i t i m e ,
p. 23.  Admirai  Rosamel t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  campaign
as m a j o r - g e n e r a l  de l a  f l o t t e . The J u l y  Monarchy r e w a r d e d
him f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  and t h e n  promoted  him t o  t h e  A d m i r a l t y
Counc i l  in 1833.  In t h a t  y e a r  he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Chamber
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o f  D e p u t i e s  by t h e  T c u l o n n a i s  a n d ,  when Comte Mole formed  h i s  
c a b i n e t  i n  1 8 3 6 ,  Rosamel  r e c e i v e d  t h e  p o r t f o l i o  o f  M i n i s t e r  
o f  t h e  Navy and r e m a i n e d  i n  t h a t  p o s t  u n t i l  18 39 .  I t  was he 
who o r d e r e d  t h e  b l o c k a d e  o f  t h e  Mexican c o a s t  and t h e  s u b s e ­
q u e n t  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Vera  C r u z .  In 1 839 ,  Rosamel became a 
member o f  t h e  Chamber o f  P e e r s .
21 H u b e r ^  DesçJjamps,  L ' Union  f r a n ç a i s e ,  h i s t o i r e , 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  r e a l i t e s  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p . ^ 1 3 .
^ ^ A. M. C. ,  M ^ o i r e s  (1829)  2 : 9 7 .  S u p p l e m e n t a l  c r e d i t s ,  
A.M.C. Mémoires  ( 1 8 3 1 ) ,  p.  16.  See s u p r a , n o t e  2 3 ,  C h a p t e r  
11 f o r  a f u l l  c i t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  nava l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  The 
Annal  es  (A.M.C. )  wer e  s a n c t i o n e d  by t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  and 
were  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  in  1814.  Each y e a r  t h e r e  was an o f f i c i a l  
p a r t  which c o n t a i n e d  l aws  and o r d i n a n c e s ,  and a n o n - o f f i c i a l  
p a r t  which c o n t a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  o f  v o y a g e s ,  
l e t t e r s ,  s t u d i e s  o f  n a v a l  p r o b l e m s ,  and p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e s .  
Budge t  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h a t  t h e y  may be p ub­
l i s h e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t ,  w h i l e  i n  
a n o t h e r  y e a r  t h e y  may be f o u n d  i n  t h e  n o n - o f f i c i a l  p a r t .  The 
P a r t i e  o f f i c i e l l e  became t h e  B u l l e t i n  o f f i c i e l  de l a  m a r i n e  
i n  1848 w h i l e  t h e  P a r t i e  n o n - o f f i c i e l l e  became t h e  Ann al es  
des  c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  same y e a r .
23\  P i e r r e  Bqnnefoux and F r a n c o i s  P a r i s ,  D i c t i o n n a i r e  d e 
m a r i n e  a v o i l e s  e t  ' a v a p e u r , 2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1848-51 ) ,  1 : 1 3 8 .
^ ^ A . M . C . , L o i s  ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  pp.  9 8 9 - 1 00 2 .  T h i s  h i gh  
f i g u r e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  Mehemet A1i a f f a i r  and 
t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  f o r c e  i n  A l g e r i a .
Z ^ l b i d . ,  ( 1 8 4 2 ) ,  p.  1465.
26 Bonnefoux and P a r i s ,  D i c t i o n n a i r e  de m a r i n e , 1 : 1 3 7 .
^ ^ A . M . C . , Memoi r e s  ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  pp.  5 5 2 -6 0 .
ZBibid.
^ ^ I f a i d . ,  Lo i s  ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  pp.  8 7 - 1 1 3 ;  2 4 3 - 5 3 .
^ ^ I b i d .  ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  2 : 9 8 3 - 9 2 .  Also  s e e  Melnoires f o r  t h e  
same y e a r ,  pp.  8 10 - 8 5 2 .  Vi ce - Ad mi ra l  Mackau had p r e s e n t e d  
t h i s  program i n  1846 and i t  was known as t h e  " l o i  des  93 
m i l l i o n s "  which r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c r e d i t s  a s ked  f o r ,  and 
r e c e i v e d  o v e r  a s e v e n - y e a r  p e r i o d .  T h i e r s  s u p p o r t e d  
Mackau ' s  r e q u e s t  as d i d  L a m a r t i n e ;  t h e  law p a s s e d  t h e  
Chamber u n a n i m o u s l y .
^ ^Cl aud e  F a r r e r e ,  H i s t o i r e  de l a  m a r i n e  f r a n ç a i s e  
( P a r i s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p.  332.
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32* .  M. C. L o i s . ( 1 8 3 0 ) ,  2 : 1 6 7 .
^ ^ I f a i d . ,  pp .  7 4 3 - 6 4 8 ,  A r t i c l e  #104.  The c o u r s e  o f  
s t u d y  was t h o r o u g h .  Under  t h e  h e a d i n g  " A r i t h m e t i c "  s t u d e n t s  
had t o  l e a r n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  p r o g r e s s i o n s ,  
l o g a r i t h m s ,  and t h e  new m e t r i c  s y s t e m  i n s t i t u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
F r en ch  R e v o l u t i o n .  A l s o ,  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  a l g e b r a ,  g e o m e t r y ,  
t r i g n o m e t r y  and " s t a t i c s . "  They were  r e q u i r e d  t o  w r i t e  i n  a 
l e g i b l e  m a n n e r ,  l e a r n  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  have  a good knowl edge  o f  
F r en ch  and t o  know L a t i n  w e l l  enough t o  t r a n s l a t e  c l a s s i c a l  
l i t e r a t u r e .  They a l s o  had t o  l e a r n  E n g l i s h .  T h e y  were  
r e q u i r e d  t o  know d r a f t i n g ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  and 
h y d r o g r a p h y  ( t h i s  i n c l u d e d  knowing how t o  h o i s t  s a i l s ,  t o  
t a k e  s o u n d i n g s ,  and c o n s t r u c t  c h a r t s . )  Under  t h e  h e a d i n g  
" D e s c r i p t i v e  G e o m e t r y , "  nava l  c a d e t s  were  e x p e c t e d  t o  know 
how t o  make p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  n a v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t o  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  e q u i p ­
ment  u s e d  i n  p o r t  o r  a b o a r d  s h i p .  For  t h e  s u b j e c t  " G e n e r a l  
P h y s i c s , "  c a d e t s  wer e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  know d yn a m i c s ,  h y d r o ­
s t a t i c s ,  t h e o r i e s  o f  h e a t ,  g a s ,  "de  l a  v ap e u r "  ( p r o b a b l y  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s t e a m  p o w e r ) ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t e r r e s t r i a l  mag­
n e t i s m ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  laws o f  l i g h t  a n d ,  o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o ,  
m e t e o r o l o g y .  They wer e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a r n  na va l  
t a c t i c s ,  and t h e  t h e o r y  and e x e r c i s e  o f  cannon and f i r e a r m s .
T h i s  s e v e r e  c u r r i c u l u m  t r a i n e d  na va l  p e r s o n n e l  who 
were  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  They were  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  
upon t o  do so i n  a l l  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n s  r e s e a r c h e d  i n  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The re  was l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  
s c i e n c e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  s h i p s '  d o c t o r s  were  f r e q u e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  
t o  u n d e r t a k e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  and b i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  
s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s .  Th e re  was no h ar d  and f a s t  r u l e  
a b o u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  howev er .
34 I b i d . ,  pp .  6 4 2 - 6 4 3 .  E x t r a c t  o f  a l e t t e r  f rom t h e  
M i n i s t e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  De pa r tm en t  o f  War t o  a l l  
m i l i t a r y  commanders d a t e d  21 S e p t em be r  1830 ( P a r i s ) .
35 /
I b i d . ,  p .  6 80 ,  A r t i c l e  #129 .  The Eco le  P o l y ­
t e c h n i q u e  f u r n i s h e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  and a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r s  f o r  
t h e  army and t h e  n a v y .  G r a d u a t e s  o f  t h i s  s chool  were  t h e  
b e s t  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  men i n  F r a n c e  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d .
■^ ^Ib id . ,  pp .  7 1 7 - 7 1 8 .  Comte d ' A r g o u t  had j u s t  been 
named M i n i s t e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t me n t  o f  Navy 
and C o l o n i e s .
3 7 l b i d . ,  pp.  7 2 1 - 7 2 6 .  The M i n i s t r y  had f o u r  o t h e r  
D i r e c t o r a t e s :  D i r e c t i o n  d e s , p o r t e s .  D i r e c t i o n  des  c o l o n i e s .
D i r e c t i o n s  de Ta c o m p t a b i l i t é  des f o n d s  e t  i n v a l i d e s , and 
D i r e c t i o n  du p e r s o n n e l "  Each D i r e c t i o n  was s p l i t  i n t o  
B u r e a u x ,  and P e r s o n n e l  had t h e  l a r g e s t  number of  t h e s e .
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^^Gaimard accompanied Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  on h i s  s e c o n d  
voyage  and a l s o  t o o k  p a r t  in t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  commiss ion 
c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x p l o r i n g  n o r t h e r n  European 
w a t e r s  and p a r t s  o f  S c a n d a n a v i a .
3 9 Henr i  B r u n s c h w i g ,  "AngTophobia  and F r en ch  A f r i c a n  
P o l i c y , "  F r a n c e  and B r i t a i n  i n  A f r i c a :  I m p e r i a l  R i v a l r y  and
C o l o n i a l  R u l e , e d s .  P r o s s e r  G i f f o r d  and Wi l l i am Roger  L o u i s  
(New Haven and London,  1971) ,  pp .  5 - 6 .
^ ^Roger  Bul l  e n , P a l m e r s t o n ,  Gu iz o t  and t h e  C o l l a p s e  
o f  t h e  E n t e n t e  C o r d i a l e  (London,  1 9 7 4) ,  p.  5 .
^ h b i d . ,  pp.  7 - 4 9 .
4 2 l b i d . ,  p.  29 .
^ ^ I n t e r v i e w  b e t ween  G u i z o t  and Henry Reeve on A u g us t  
2 7 t h ,  1844.  Reeve r e p o r t e d  on i t  t o  Lord W h a r n c l i f f e  and 
h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  t h e  Pee l  P a p e r s , B.M. Add. MSS. ,  4 0 , 5 5 0 ,  
c i t e d  by Douglas  W. J o h n s o n ,  G u i z o t  - A s p e c t s  o f  French 
H i s t o r y  ( 1 7 8 7 - 1 8 7 4 ) ,  (London,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p.  292 ,  n o t e  3 .
^ ^ A n d r ^ - J e a n  T u d e s q ,  Les  g rand  n o t a b l e s  en F r a n c e  
(184Q-T849) .  E t ud e  h i s t o r i q u e  d ' u n e  p s y c h o l o g i e  s o c i a l e ,
2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  1 :550 .  On March 30,  1843,  G u i z o t ,  
as M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  p u b l i c l y  announced i n  t h e  
Chamber o f  D e p u t i e s  t h a t  F ra nc e  was embarking  on a p o l i c y  o f  
e x p a n s i o n  o v e r s e a s .  Whi le  she had no i n t e r e s t  i n  v a s t  
t e r r i t o r i e s ,  F ra nc e  d i d  i n t e n d  t o  form by d e g r e e s  a round  
t h e  g l o b e  a n e t wor k  o f  nava l  s t a t i o n s  j u d i c i o u s l y  c h o s e n .
See Adolphus  Ward and George Peabody  Gooch,  e d . .  The 
Cambr idge H i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , 3 v o l s .  
( C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  2 : 2 6 3  f o r  t h i s  summat ion .
^ ^ J u l i e n ,  H i s t o i r e  de 1 ' O c é a n i e , pp.  8 1 - 9 0 .
^®Char les  P o u t h a s ,  "Las m i n i s t è r e s  de L o u i s -  
Phi  l i p p e , "  Revue d ' H i s t o i r e  Moderne e t  C on t emp or a i ne  ( A p r i l -  
J u n e , J 9 5 4 ) ,  1 : 1 0 8 .  See a l s o  Emmaneul Beau de Lomenie ,
Les r e s p o n s a b i l i t é s  des  d y n a s t i e s  b o u r g e o i s e s  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 3 ) ,  
1 : 9 8 - 1 0 4  q u o t e d  in J e a n  LHomme, La g r a n d e  b o u r g e o i s i e  au 
p o u v o i r  ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 8 0 ) :  E s s a i  s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e  s o c i a l e  de l e
F r a n c e  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 6 0 ) .  p.  7 8 .  n o t e  1. Acco rd in g  t o  LHomme, 
Admira l  Rigny h e l d  d i v e r s e  p o r t f o l i o s  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  f rom 1831 t o  1836;  he was t h e  nephew o f  Baron 
L o u i s  who ^served as M i n i s t e r  of  F i n a nc e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .
Count  Mole ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  F i r s t  E mp i re ,  
s e r v e d  t w i c e  as  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  Numerous m a r s h a l s  
and g e n e r a l s  a l s o  s e r v e d  as  h igh f u n c t i o n a i r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
J u l y  Monarchy.
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1836 t h e  J e s u i t s  were  e x p e l l e d  f rom T a h i t i  on 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a d e r - m i s s i o n a r y ,  George 
P r i t c h a r d ,  b u t  i n  1838 a French  na va l  s q u a d ro n  l e d  by Abdel 
D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  r e v e r s e d  t h i s  a c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a c a s e  o f  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  b e i n g  made on t h e  s p o t  by nava l  p e r s o n n e l  
w i t h o u t  a w a i t i n g  o r d e r s  f rom t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .  E v e n t u a l l y  
D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s '  a c t i o n  l e d  t o  a d i s p u t e  w i t h  En g la nd  s i n c e  
he had s u b s e q u e n t l y  annexed t h e  i s l a n d  which he f i r s t  
o c c u p i e d .  G u i z o t  o f f e r e d  an i n d e m n i t y  t o  P r i t c h a r d ,  
r eno u nc ed  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  b u t  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  
i t  a s  a p r o t e c t o r a t e .
48 H u b e r t  Deschamps,  L 'Union f r a n ç a i s e , p .  12.
49
Adolphe B a r r o t  was named c o n s u l  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  
in  1835,  t h e  f i r s t  c on s u l  t o  be named to  t h a t  p o s t .  Th i s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  g rowi ng  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  F a r  E a s t  in 
French a f f a i r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g a r d i n g  commerce and p o l i t i c s  
l i n k e d  i n  s t r a t e g y .  "From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  p o s t  o f  Mani l a  
i s  c o n s i d e r e d  as  t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y  f o r  t h e  Far  E a s t e r n  w o r l d . "  
See F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  374.  S i n c e  t h e  
S p a n i sh  would o b j e c t  t o  an o p e r a t i o n a l  base  i n  t h e  P h i l i p ­
p i n e s ,  t h e  F r en ch  c h o s e  t h e  i s l e  o f  B a s i l  in which was h o t  
y e t  d o m i na te d  by an i m p o r t a n t  wor ld  power .
50
B r u n s c h w i g ,  La c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  31.
51 4*A. N. , Mar BB 598 ,  pp.  2 3 0 - 3 4 .
52 Al t ho ugh  Br unschwig  views g o ve r nmen t  e d i c t s  
a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  t o  p r o s e l y t i z e  in t h e  C h i n es e  
Empire as h e a v y - h a n d e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t s ,  t h e s e  v e r y  same 
p r o v i s i o n s  l a t e r  f u r n i s h e d  p r e t e x t s  f o r  F rench  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  I ndoChi na  l e a d i n g  t o  French o c c u p a t i o n  o f  S o u t h e a s t  
A s i a .  See B r u n s c h w i g ,  La c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e ,  pp.  133-  
136.  '
53 /  ^
Tramond and R e u s s n e r ,  E l ement s  d ' h i s t o i r e  
m a r i t i m e , p.  22.
^^See C h a p t e r  VI ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
55 Mackau t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  F r a n c o i s  
G y i z o t ,  d a t e d  29 November 1 8 4 2 , ^ Ar c h i v e s  A f f a i r e s  E t r a n g è r e s , 
Mémoires e t  Document s ,  A f r i q u e - E t a b l i s s e m e n t s  f r a n ç a i s e  du 
g o l f e  de G u i n é e , î ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 8 6 2 ) ,  p.  53 v e r s o .  T h i s  s o u r c e  
w i l l  be c i t e d  h e r e i n a f t e r  a s  AAE, Mem, e t  Doc. ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r o p e r  r e g i o n  o b t a i n i n g .





AAE, Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r l q u e - E t a b T i s s e m e n t s  
f r a n ç a i s e du g o l f e  dé G u i n é e , 1 ,  p .  63 v e r s o .
I b i d . ,  p .  92 .  Ambassador  Cowley t o  G u i z o t ,  24 
S e p t e m b e r ,  1 84 4 ,  P a r i s .
59 See C h a p t e r  V, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
5®Georges M a l ^ o t , Les v o y a g e u r s  f r a n ç a i s  - e t  l e s  
r e l a t i o n s  e n t r e  l a  F r a n c e  ê F  l ^ A b y s s i n i e  de 1835 a 1870 
C P a r i  s , '  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  10.  '
61 ^
AAE, Mem. e t  Doc. ,  A f r i q u e  13 ,  p .  70.
G^M a l e c o t ,  Les v o y a g e u r s  f r a n ç a i s , p. 40.
5 3 % b i d . ,  pp .  2 5 - 3 2 .
5 ^ I b i d . ,  p .  31 ,  n o t e  2 .  M a l ^ o t  c i t e s  AAE, Mem. 
e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  1 3 ,  p.  96 where  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
w r o t e  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  25 S e p t em be r  1842 .  
G u i z o t  t o l d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  
" M on s ie u r  L e f e b v r e  n ' a pas  de m i s s i o n  p o l i t i q u e  de 
d e p a r t m e n t . "
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See A . N . , Mar BB 1014,  L e t t e r  #119 t o  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  P a r i s ,  d a t e d  24 J u n e  1840.
5 ^ H a l f o r d  L. H a s k i n s ,  B r i t i s h  Rou tes  t o  I n d i a  (New 
York,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  pp.  9 2 - 9 6 ;  1 0 1 - 1 0 2 ;  1 09- 126 .
5 7 i n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e .  Comptes Rendus de l ' A c a d é m i e  
des  S c i e n c e s ? P a r i s .  See t h e  volumes f o r  t h e  y e a r s ,  183 5-  
4 5 ,  p a s s i m . I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be m e n t io n ed  t h a t  t h e  B u i l e t i n  
o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P a r i s  a l s o  c a r r i e d  a r t i c l e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e d i t i o n s  and t h a t  p r i z e s  were  o f t e n  
awarded by t h e  S o c i e t y .  See C h a p t e r  IV,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
68
A . A . E . . Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e ,  A b y s s i n i e , 61 
( 1839-186671  l e t t e r  f rom C h a r l e s  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  t o  
Napoleon I I I  d a t e d  16 March 1863 r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
m a n u s c r i p t  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  t h i r d  voyage  be  p l a c e d  in t h e  
e m p e r o r ' s  h a n d s ,  e t c . ,  and i n f o r m i n g  him o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  
d e a t h .
5 ^ G a l i n i e r >  and F e r r e t ,  Voyage en A b y s s i n i e  dans  l e s  
p r o v i n c e s  du T i g r e ,  du Semien e t  de l ' A m h a r a . 2 v o l s .
( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 7 ) .
7 ^ A n t o i n e  d ' A b b a d i e ,  Douze ans de s é j o u r  dans  l a  
Haute  E t h i o p i e  ( A b y s s i n i e ) ,  ( P a r i  s , 18 66 ) .
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^ ^ R e g i n a l d  C o u p l a n d ,  E a s t  A f r i c a  and I t s  I n v a d e r s  
From E a r l i e s t  Times t o  t h e  Death o f  S eyy l d  S a i d , 3 r d  e d .  
( O x f o r d .  1 9 6 1 ) ,  pp.  4 3 9 - 4 5 1 .
^ ^ G u i l l a i n ,  Documents  s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e ,  l a  g é o g r a p h i e  
e t  l e  commerce de 1 ' A f r i q u e  o r i e n t a l e , 2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s , 
1856)  l : x i v - x v ;  2 : x - x 1  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  a ims  as w e l l .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  l : x x v - x x x i .  He was r i g h t ;  F r a n c e  o c c u p i e d  
and an nexed  M adagasca r  in 1896.
T ^ I b i d .
^ ® I b i d . , 1 : x i - x i v .
^ ^ A . A . E . ,  Mem. e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e ,  M u s c a t e - Z a n z i b a r , 3 
( 1 8 4 2 - 4 7 ) .  pp.  2 5 - 2 8 .  ------------- ------------------
^ ^ I b i d .  The t r e a t y  was made on 17 November  1344.
I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  G u i l l a i n  made a number o f  voyages  
f o r  G ov er no r  de Hel l  who commanded t h e  nava l  b a s e  a t  t h e  
H e  de Bourbon .  When Mackau p r a i s e d  t h e  work a c c o m p l i s h e d  
by G u i l l a i n  he was r e f e r r i n g  t o  a voyage  t o  N o s s i - b e  and the 
we s t  c o a s t  o f  M adagasca r  when G u i l l a i n  commanded t h e  
Do rd og n e .
^ ® I b i d . , p.  149.  An a r t i c l e  i s  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h i s  
a r c h i v a l  volume which has  been  c l i p p e d  from t h e  J o u r n a l  
des  D e b a t s , b u t  t h e r e  i s  no d a t e .  However ,  f rom t h e  news 
i t em i t s e l f ,  one can i n f e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an 1844 e d i t i o n .
^ ^ I b i d .
80 Roger  Hahn,  The Anatomy o f  a S c i e n t i f i c  
I n s t i t u t i o n :  The P a r i s  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  16 66- 1803
( B e r k e l e y ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp.  9 0 - 9 1 .
81 ^I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e ,  Comptes Rendus de 1 'Académie
des  S c i e n c e s , 2 7 .  p a r t  2 ( 1 8 4 8 ) .  d p . 4 2 - 4 6 .  T h i s  s o u r c e  
w i l l  be c i t e d  h e r e i n a f t e r  a s  C . R . , Ac.  de S c . . w i t h  t h e  
p r o p e r  volume o b t a i n i n g .
SZç . R . , Ac. de S c . , 2 ,  p a r t  1 ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  pp .  2 7 7 - 2 8 1 .
0-5
For a f u l l  r e p o r t  s e e  i b i d . ,  11 ,  p a r t  2 ( 1 8 4 0 ) ,  
pp.  1 86 - 19 6 .
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CHAPTER IV
^ C o l o n i a l i s m  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  G e o g r a p h i c a l  Movement ,  
1 8 7 1 - 1 8 8 1 . "  The G e o g r a p h i c a l  Review. 38 ( 1 9 4 3 ) ,  p p .  2 14 - 23 2 .
2
See Agnes Murphy,  The I d e o l o g y  o f  F rench  I m p e r i a l i s m . 
1 8 7 1 - 1 8 8 1 . 2nd.  e d .  (New York,  1 9 6 8 ) , pp.  1-4Ô;  and Henr i  
B r u n s c h w i g ,  F r e n c h  C o l o n i a l i s m  ( 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 1 4 ) — Myths and 
R e a l i t i e s , t r a n s .  by W i l l i a m  G1anvi l  l e  Brown (New Y o r k ,
1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp.  2 5 - 2 9 .  Murphy u n r e s e r v e d l y  a c c e p t s  McKay' s  t h e s i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an e x p a n s i o n i s t  p r e s s u r e  g r oup  w i t h i n  t h e  
F r e n c h  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  i n  1871,  and Brunschwig 
a c c e p t s ,  i n  t u r n ,  M ur ph y ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  McKay's  work.
^McKay, " C o l o n i a l i s m , "  p.  214.  By 1871 t h e r e  were in 
P a r i s  two g e o g r a p h i c a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  
o f  P a r i s  and t h e  P a r i s  S o c i e t y  o f  Commercial  Geo g ra ph y ;  
o t h e r s  wer e  i n  B o r d e a u x ,  Nancy,  Lyons ,  R o c h e f o r t ,
M a r s e i l l e s ,  M o n t p e l l i e r ,  and Doua i .
^ E x p a n s i o n i s m  as  h e r e  d e f i n e d  i s  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  
F re nc h  commer c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  c u l ­
t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e  o r  m i s s i o n  c i v i l i s a t r i c e  . E a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  
F re nc h  e x p l o r e r s  wer e  o f t e n  f o nd  o f  compar ing  t h e m s e l v e s  
t o  t h e  Romans.  Here  i s  an example  from a c o n t e m p o r a r y :
Anne R a f f e n e l , Nouveau v o y a g e ,  dans  l e  pays  des  n e g r e s  
s u i v i  d ' e t u d e s  s u r  l a  c o l o n i e  du Senega l  e t  de document s  
h i s t o r i q u e s ,  g é o g r a p h i q u e s  e t  s c i e n t i f i q u e s . 2 v o l s .
( P a r i s ,  1 8 5 6 ) ,  2 : 2 6 6 .  " C o l o n i z a t i o n  as o r d i n a r i l y  u n d e r ­
s t o o d  i s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  o f  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  f a m i l y  t o  a 
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  and t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  work f o r  t h e  
work o f  t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  i n d i g e n t  f a m i l y .  Th i s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  
we have  n e v e r  d e s i r e d .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  we would  want  
t o  make o f  A f r i c a  . . . t h a t  which t h e  Romans made o f  t h e i r  
c o l o n i e s .  The Romans,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  t h e i r  d o m i n a t i o n ,  
imposed on t h e i r  c o n q u e r e d  p e o p l e s  on ly  t h e i r  c u s t o m s ,  f o r  
t h e  t a s t e  f o r  i m m i g r a t i o n  was no more e x t e n s i v e  among t h e  
Roman c i t i z e n s  t h a n  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  F r a n c e .
I t  was p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  p a t r i c i a n ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  who were c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
c o l o n i z a t i o n .  L i ke  t h e  Romans we a l s o  impose o u r  cus toms  
on A f r i c a n s ,  b u t  what  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  us f rom t h e  Romans i s  
t h a t  we wan t  t o  p r o c u r e  f o r  t h e  b l a c k s  t h e  j o y s  o f  a b e t t e r  
l i f e — t h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  we u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  g r e a t  t a s k . "
T h i s  i s  i n  p a r t  s i m i l a r  t o  a more modern w r i t e r ,  Rona l d  E. 
R o b i n s o n ,  who w r o t e  t h e  " I n t r o d u c t i o n "  i n  B r u n s c h w i g ' s  work ,  
F ren ch  C o l o n i z a t i o n . Rob i nson  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  " t h e  
c e n t u r y  F r a n c e ' s  t y p i c a l  i m p e r i a l  a g e n t s  had been s o l d i e r s ,  
t e c h n i c i a n s  and t e a c h e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r c h a n t s  and c o l o n i s t s . "  
I b i d . ,  p .  i x .  For  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  o r  c o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h  t h e  
Romans,  s e e :  B u l l e t i n ,  S e r i e s  2 ,  15 ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  p.  2 1 4 -1 5
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" D i s c o u r s e  by Baron de l e s  C a s e s , "  and B u l l e t i n .  S e r i e s  1 ,
16 ( 1 8 3 1 ) ,  pp.  71 - 72 .
^ H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  as  B u l l e t i n .
®McKay, " C o l o n i a l i s m , "  p .  228.
^ C h r i s t i a n  S c h e f e r ,  "La Monarch i e  de J u i l l e t  e t  
l ' e x p a n s i o n  c o l o n i a l e , "  Revue des  Deux Mondes , 11 
( S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r , 1 9 1 2 ) ,  p .  184.
^ B u l l e t i n , S e r i e s  1 , 1 ( 1 8 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  pp .  12 - 24 .
Q
I b i d .  Most  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Gene r a l  
Assembly h e l d  n o b l e  r a n k .
^ ^ I b i d .  Some o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  o v e r l a p  wi t h  t h o s e  
h o l d i n g  m i l i t a r y  r a n k .
^ ^ I b i d .  P r o m i n e n t  f o r e i g n e r s  i n c l u d e d  His  Royal 
H i g h n e s s ,  P r i n c e  C h r i s t i a n  F r e d e r i c k  o f  Denmark,  Baron 
A l e x a n d e r  von Humboldt ,  Count  James I I  i n s k i ,  "Gent i lhomme 
de l a  chambre de S.M. l ’Empereur  de  R u s s i e . "  As ide  from 
t h i s ,  t h e r e  i s  an e n t r y  which  r e f e r s  t o  " R o s c h i l d ,  
b a n q u i e r , "  p r esumab ly  one o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  g r e a t  
R o t h s c h i l d  f a m i l y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a n k e r s .
T ^ i b i d .
13^  I b i d .  See a l s o  P i e r r e  de  J o i n v i l l e ,  Le Reve i l
économique  de Bordeaux s ous  l a  r e s t a u r a t i o n .  L ' A r m a t e u r  
B a l q u e r i 6 - S t u t t e n b e r q  e t  son o e u v r e  ( P a r i s .  1 9 1 4 ) ,  p.  447.
See a l s o  C h r i s t i a n  S c h e f e r ,  La F r a n c e  m o d e r n e , pp.  1 4 7- 1 48 .
14
B u l l e t i n , 1,  1 ( 1 8 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  pp.  1 2 - 24 .  All  o f f i c e r s  
o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  in  Bui 1 e t i n  
T a b l e s . 2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1845 and 1 8 6 6 ) ,  e d i t e d  by Eugene 
de F r o b e r v i l l e  and V. A. B a r b i e  du Bocage.  R e f e r  to  t h e  
page  o p p o s i t e  t h e  t i t l e  page .
15 /  /
J o i n v i l l e ,  Le R e v e i l  économique  de B o r d e a u x , p.  368.
16
B u l l e t i n ,  T a b l e s .
^^The s o c i e t y  was f o u n d e d  t o  a i d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  
g e o g r a p h y ,  t o  e n c o u r a g e  voyages  in  unknown c o u n t r i e s ,  t o  
p r o p o s e  and award p r i z e s  f o r  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  wi th  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  s o c i e t i e s ,  t o  p u b l i s h
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a c c o u n t s  o f  t r a v e l  and d i s c o v e r y ,  and t o  p u b l i s h  maps.  See 
" E x t r a i t  du r è g l e m e n t  de l a  s o c i é t é " . "  Bul 1 e t i  n . S e r i e s  1 ,  1 
( 1 8 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  o p p o s i t e  t i t l e  pa ge .
18 Egypt  and t h e  Red Sea a r e a  became t h e  l o c u s  o f  
v e r y  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n .  For  e x a m p l e ,  T h é o p h i l e  L e f e b v r e ,  
s e n t  by t h e  Array t o  e x p l o r e  A b y s s i n i a ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Mehemet A l i  a f f a i r  was t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  E n g l i s h  e x p l o i t a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  Middle  E a s t .  B u l l e t i n . S e r i e s  3,  4 ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  
pp.  33 2- 3 33  and p a s s i m .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  S e r i e s  1 ,  3 ( 1 8 2 5 ) ,  pp .  1 3 7- 139 .
Z O l b i d . ,  p.  133 and pp.  166-167 .
Z ^ I b i d . ,  10 ( 1 8 2 8 ) ,  p .  193 .  C a i l l i e  s o u g h t  t h e  
1 0 , 00 0  f r a n c s  o f f e r e d  as  p r i z e  money by t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  and he a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t  was t o  
c o l l e c t  and  a c c u r a t e l y  r e c o r d  a l l  o f  t h e  f a c t  o f  w h a t s o e v e r  
n a t u r e  and " e s p e c i a l l y  t o  n o t i c e  w h a t e v e r  a p p e a r e d  c o n d u c i v e  
t o  t h e  improvement  o f ^ g e o g r a p h y  and ou r  commerce w i t h  
A f r i c a . "  René" C a i l l i e ,  T r a v e l s  Through C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  t o  
Timbuckt oo  and Across  t h e  G r e a t  D e s e r t ,  t o  Morocco,  P e r ­
formed i n  t h e  Y e a r s ,  1 8 2 4 - 2 8 , no t r a n s .  g i v e n .  2 v o l s .
No. 36 o f  T r a v e l s  and N a r r a t i v e s , ed .  a d v i s o r ,  John Ralph 
W i l l i s  o f  Case L i b r a r y  o f  A f r i c a n  S t u d i e s  (London,  1 9 6 8) .  
2 ; v i i .
Z^Bu l1e t i n . S e r i e s  1 , 3 ( 1 8 2 5 ) ,  p.  133,  l e t t e r  d a t e d  
22 J a n u a r y  1835 from Damas t o  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ;  
i b i d . ,  pp.  166- 167 ,  l e t t e r  d a t e d  3 J a n u a r y  1825 f rom 
Chabrol  t o  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
Z ^ I b i d . ,  8 ( 1 8 2 7 ) ,  pp.  2 42 - 24 3 .
Z ^ i b i d . ,  p. 248.  I n d e e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  was growing  i n  
member sh ip .  Only s i x  y e a r s  o l d ,  t h e r e  was a 40" i n c r e a s e  i n  
members .
Z ^ I b i d . ,  3 ( 1 8 2 5 ) ,  p. 133.
^ ^ I b i d . ,  6 ( 1 8 2 6 ) ,  pp.  3 1 - 3 3 .  L e t t e r  f rom Chabro l  
t o  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  no month g i v e n ,  1826;  J o i n v i l l e ,  
Le R e v e i l  é co no mi qu e , p .  3 68 ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  1818 t h e  
French c o l o n i a l s  had t r i e d  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  
economic  s i t u a t i o n  t h e n  e x i s t i n g  in Gui ana .  I f  e x p l o r e d ,  
p r o d u c t s  f o r  i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e  mi ght  s o l v e  t h e  
economi c  problems  once  t h e y  were  d i s c o v e r e d .
Z ^ B u l l e t i n .  S e r i e s  1,  20 ( 1 8 3 3 ) ,  p.  410.
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28 ^J u l e s - S e b a s t i e n  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au P o l e
Sud e t  d an s  T ' O c ë a n i e  s u r  l e s  c o r v e t t e s  " 1 ^ A s t r o l a b e "  e t  
"̂ 1 a Z ë l ^ e . "  10 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1841-47)  l : l x 1 v - l x v ;  C. H a r t l e y  
S r a t t e n ,  Thé S o u t h w e s t  P a c i f i c  t o  1900 ,  A Modern H i s t o r y :  
A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z e a l a n d ,  t h e  I s l a n d s ,  A n t a r c t i c a  (Ann A r b o r ,  
1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  235.
Z^B u l l e t i n , 1 ( 1 8 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  p.  16.  A L i e u t e n a n t  when 
he  was a f o u n d i n g  member o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
d ' U r v i l l e  had r i s e n  i n  r a n k  t o  C o n t r e - a m i r a l  when he 
became P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commission in 1842.  See 
B u l l e t i n ,  T a b l e s , v o l .  1 ,  o p p o s i t e  t h e  t i t l e  p a g e .
^ ^ J o i n v i l l e ,  Le R é v e i l  é c o n o m i q u e , p.  447.
31
T.  L i n d s a y  B u i c k ,  The French  a t  A ka r oa .  An 
A d v e n t u r e  in C o l o n i z a t i o n  ( W e l l i n g t o n ,  New Z e a l a n d ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  
p p .  5 0 - 5 1 ;  and J e a n - P a u l  F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e ,  
p.  453.
32
B u l 1e t i n . S e r i e s  1 ,  20 ( 1 8 3 3 ) ,  p. 322.
33lbid.
3 * I b i d .
3 S l b i d . ,  S e r i e s  2 ,  1 ( 1 8 3 4 ) ,  pp.  6 4 - 5 7 .
1
^ ^ I b i d . ,  5 ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  p.  259.
^ ^ i b i d . ,  p.  261 .
39 F r a n c o i s  G u i z o t ,  Memoirs t o  I l l u s t r a t e  t h e  H i s t o r y  
o f  My T i m e , t r a n s .  J ohn  M. C o l e ,  8 v o l s .  (London ,  1 8 5 8 - 6 7 ) ,  
4 : 4 1 3 - 4 1 4 .  See i b i d ,  p.  13 o f  H i s t o r i c  Document S e c t i o n ,  
Document  #VI ,  F i l h o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ;  R os e s ,  " V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ;  
C h a r l e s  Sol  v e t ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  [ A l g e r i a n ]  C o l o n i a l  
S o c i e t y  t o  M. G u i z o t ,  D e p u t y ,  d a t e d  A l g i e r s ,  May 2 7 t h ,  1836.
"The c o l o n i s t s  o f  A l g e r i a  remember  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  which l a s t  y e a r  so f o r m i d a b l y  
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  y o u r  c r e d i t  and t h e  power o f  
o u r  e l o q u e n c e  d e c i d e d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r  c a u s e ,  which you
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  F r a n c e . "  See a l s o  J o h n s o n ,  G u i z o t ,
A s p e c t s  o f  French H i s t o r y , p.  292 .
^ ^ B u l l e t i n , S e r i e s  2 ,  8 ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  p.  264.
41
F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e ,  pp.  4 0 1 - 4 0 4 ;
4 3 9 - 4 4 2 .
- - I b i d . ,  pp.  2 7 2 - 2 7 7 ,  340.
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^ ^ I b i d . , 10 (1.838)
^ ^ I b i d . , 18 (1842)
4 * I b i d . , 20 (1843)
* ^ I b i d . , p. 336.
4 G l b i d . , p. 337.
47 P o r t i o n s o f  "Sur
l a  P o l y n é s i e  e t  s u r  commerce d an s  1 ' O c é a n i e , "  a r e  r e p r o d u c e d  
i n  B u l l e t i n , 20 ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  p p .  337=339.
^ ® I b i d .  E s t a n c e l i n  was r é g i s s e u r  des  domai nes  f o r  
t h e  O r l e a n s  f a m i l y ,  and when L o u l s - P h i l i p p e  came t o  t h e  
t h r o n e  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  s o a r e d .  In  t h e  Chamber o f  
D e p u t i e s ,  E s t a n c e l i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  c o m m e r c i a l ,  m a r i t i m e  
and c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n s .  See | i e r ; r e  L a r o u s s e ,  Grand 
d i c t i o n n a i r e  u n i v e r s e l  du XIX s i  e e l e ;  f r a n ç a i s ,  h i s t o r i q u e , 
g é o g r a p h i q u e ,  m y t h o l o g i q u e ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i q u e ,  l i t t é r a i r e , 
a r t i s t i q u e ,  s c i e n t i f i q u e ,  e t c . 15 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 5 5 - 7 6 ) ,  
c .  V .  E s t a n c e l i n ,  L o u i s .  T h i s  work h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d ,  
L a r o u s s e ,  Grand d i c t i o n n a i r e .
^ ^ B u l l e t i n , S e r i e s  2 ,  2 0 ,  ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  pp.  3 3 8 - 33 9 .
S O " D i s c o u r s  de^M. E s t a n c e l i n  en f a v e u r j d e s  e x p e d i ­
t i o n s  l o i n t a i n e s , "  ( S ea nc e  de l a  Chambre des d e ç u t e s  du 27 
a v r i l  1 8 3 6 ) ,  A n n a l e s  m a r i t i m e s  e t  c o l o n i a l e s .  Mémoires 
( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  p p .  8 7 3 - 8 8 0 .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  A. M. C. , Mémoires 
o r  L o i s .
^ ^ C o c h e l e t  was named t o  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  s e r v i c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  J u l y  Monarchy and s e r v e d  i n  many p o s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Mexico and E g y p t .  He l e f t  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  s e r v i c e  t o  become 
a member o f  t h e  C ou n c i l  o f  S t a t e  i n  1842 and r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  
u n t i l  1848.  L a r o u s s e ,  Grand d i c t i o n n a i r e , s .  v.  C o c h e l e t ,  
A d r i e n - L o u i  s .
SZg u l l e t i n . S e r i e s  3 ,  2 ( 1 8 4 4 ) ,  pp. 3 32 - 33 9 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  4 ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  pp.  2 6 0 - 2 6 1 .  " B r i t i s h  o c c u p a t i o n  
o f  Aden i n  1839 e s t a b l i s h e d  European  i m p e r i a l i s m  in t h e  
Red S e a ,  and  o n g o i n g  formal  c o n t a c t  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  c o n s u l a t e s  f o r  E t h i o p i a ,  by the French  in 1841 ,  
and t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1 8 3 8 , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Donald Crummey in 
" I n i t i a t i v e s  and O b j e c t i v e s  in  E t h i o - E u r o p e a n  R e l a t i o n s , "  
J o u r n a l  o f  A f r i c a n  H i s t o r y , XV, 3 ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  p.  434.
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54The French  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s ,  
t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  Navy and o t h e r s  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  work o f  e x p l o r e r s  who d e p a r t e d  i n  a j s t e a d y  
s t r e a m  f o r  A b y s s i n i a : ^  MM. F e r r e t  and G a l i n i e r ,  T h é o p h i l e  
L e f e b v r e ,  Rg,chet d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  and A n t o i n e  d ' A b b a d i e .  See 
Georges  M a l e c o t ,  Les  v o y a g e u r s  f r a n ç a i s , p a s s i m .
S^See C h a r l e s  G u i l l a i n ,  Documents  s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e , 
l : x i - x i v .  G u i l l a i n  made s e v e r a l  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  ( 1 8 4 6 - 4 8 )  
E a s t  A f r i c a  and t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean and e v e n t u a l l y  g o t  a t r e a t y  
o f  commerce w i t h  t h e  s u l t a n .  The F r ench  had annexed  Mayot t a  
i n  1843 and a c c o r d i n g  t o  G u i l l a i n ,  a B r i t i s h  n a v a l  c a p t a i n  
had d e s c r i b e d  i t  as  "a  l i t t l e  G i b r a l t a r . "  E q u i d i s t a n t  f rom 
A f r i c a  and M a d a g a s c a r ,  May ot t a  commanded t h e  Mozambique 
C h a n n e l .
SSB u l l e t i n . S e r i e s  3,  6 ( 1 8 4 6 ) ,  p .  279.
S ^ I b i d . ,  8 ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  p.  250 .
SGi bi d .
S * I b i d . ,  S e r i e s  3 ,  10 ( 1 8 4 8 ) ,  p.  257.
^ ° I b i d . ,  pp.  2 6 0 - 2 6 1 .
61
" P r o j e t  p o l i t i q u e ,  c o m m e r c i a l e  e t  s c i e n t i f i q u e  
d ' A l g e r ^et  Tombouctou p a r  l e  S a h a r a  p a r  l e  d o c t e u r  Dodichon ,  
m e d i c i n  a A l g e r , "  I b i d . ,  S e r i e s  3 ,  12 ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  pp .  5 - 5 6 .
62 (1)  D ^ a r r a ,  l e  Galam and B a k e l ; (2)  Haoussa  and 
S a k a t o u ;  (3) Djenne and Sego.
G ^ I b i d . ,  p.  9.
CHAPTER V
1 / '
P o n t e i l ,  L ' E v e i l  de n a t i o n a l i t é s , p.  42.
2 ^
Georges  Male"cot ,  Les v o y a g e u r s  f r a n ç a i s  e t  l e s  
r e l a t i o n s  e n t r e  l a  F r a n c e  e t  1 ‘A b y s s i n i e ,  1835 "a 1870 
( P a r i s ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp.  1 0 - 1 3 .  Both Combes and T a m i s i e r  were  i n  
Egypt  f rom 1835 t o  1837 in o r d e r  t o  s t u d y  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  
o f  o p e n i n g  t h e  Suez i s t h m u s .
^ I b i d . ,  pp.  13-18 .^  See a l s o  B u l l e t i n  13 (1840)  
pp.  280- 290  and A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  Doc.  A b y s s i n i e  1 3 ,  r e p o r t  
d a t e d  8 S ep t emb er  1839.  F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  m ig ht  have been 
deemed u n n e c e s s a r y  s i n c e  a S c o t t i s h  e x p l o r e r ,  James B r u c e ,  
p u b l i c i z e d  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y .
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A.A.E.  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  1Z,  p.  150 and f f ;  
i b i d . ,  A b y s s i n i e  61 ,  p.  8 c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  Les v o y aq eu r es  
f r a n ç a i s , p .  33.
^A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . .  A f r i q u e  1 3 .  p.  1 5 6 ,  Baba,  
Balg ,ueres  e t  Cie  t o  M i n i s t e r ,  25 S e p t e m b e r  1 839 ,  c i t e d  by
M a l e c o t ,  Les v oy ag eu r s  f r a n ç a i s , n o t e  1 ,  p.  35.  These  same
men were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  New 
Z e a l a n d ;  s e e  i n f r a . C h a p t e r  VI
® I b i d . ,  p.  155 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  Les voyaqeus  
f r a n ç a i s , p .  34.
^ I b i d . ,  pp.  1 7 0 - 1 7 1 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  Les v oy ag eu r s  
f r a n ç a i s . p .  35.
B i b i d . ,  p.  175 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p.  36.
® I b i d . ,  p.  2 26 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p.  36.
l O M a ld c o t ,  pp .  3 6 - 3 7 .
T ^ I b i d . ,  pp.  38-40 .
^ ^ A . A . E . .  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  1 3 ,  p.  24 7 ,  22 
November 1 84 1 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p .  40.
^ ^ M a l e c o t ,  p.  40.
^ ^ F e r r e t  an^ G a l i n i e r ,  Voyage en A b y s s i n i e  dans  l e s  
p r o v i n c e s  du T i g r e ^  du Semien e t  de 1 ‘ Amhara . 2 v o l s .
( P a r i s , 1847-48J , 1,  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  p a s s i m .
 ̂^Mal e c o t , p^  43.  I n t e r n e c i n e  w y f a r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
be tween D e j a t s - O u b i e , t h e  c h i e f  o f  T i g r é ”, and r a s  Al i  made 
i t  t o o  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  them t o  r emai n in  A b y s s i n i a .  A ras  i s  
d e f i n e d  as  t h e  head o f  an a r my ,  and may be a p r i n c e  o r  a 
duke a c c o r d i n g  t o  I r v i n g  Kaplan  e t  a l , Area Handbook f o r  
E t h i o p i a  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . , 1 9 7 1 ) ,  p.  110.
 ̂^C . R . , Ac. o f  S c . , 19 ( 1 8 4 4 ,  P a r t  2 ) ,  pp.  8 7 0 - 8 8 6 ,  
r e p o r t  by F r a n ç o i s  Arago on t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s u l t s  o f  t he  
m i s s i o n .  F e r r e t  and G a l i n i e r  c o l l e c t e d  a t r e me n do us  amount 
o f  d a t a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  a s t r o n o m y ,  m e t e o r o l o g y ,  
p h y s i c a l  g e o g r a p h y ,  and c a r t o g r a p h y .  They p r e p a r e d  e x c e l l e n t  
maps o f  T i g r e ' and Semi en ,  n o t i n g  t h e  l o n g i t u d e s  and l a t i ­
t u d e s  o f  i m p o r t a n t  c a p i t a l  c i t i e s  s u c h  as  Adowa, Axum and 
Gondar .  The Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  r e c e i v e d  hugh c o l l e c ­
t i o n s  o f  p l a n t s  and a n i m a l s ,  m i n e r a l s ,  b i r d s ,  and i n s e c t s .  
Even s o ,  Arago c o mp l a i n ed  t h a t  t h e y  " s u p p l i e d  no s i n g l e  
datum f o r  t e r r e s t r i a l  m a g n e t i s m . "  See i b i d . ,  p. 881.
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F e r r e t  and G a l i n i e r ,  Voya ge , 2 :4 52  and f f .
18 '
M a l e c o t ,  p .  43 c i t i n g  A . A . E . , Hem, e t  D o c . ,
A f r i q u e  6 1 ,  p.  15.
19
I b i d . ,  pp.  4 3 - 4 4 .
20
A. W. Ward and G. P.  Gooch,  e d s . .  The Cambridge 
H i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , 1 7 8 3 - 1 9 1 9 ,  3 v o l s .  (New 
York ,  1 9 2 3 ) ,  2:161 and 178.
^ ^ I b i d . ,  2 : 1 8 1 - 1 8 2 .
22 \
Raymond G u y ot ,  La p r e m i e r e  e n t e n t e  c o r d i a l e  ( P a r i s ,
1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  149.
23 C h a r l e s  K. W e b s t e r ,  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  o f  P a l m e r s t o n  
1830-41 : B r i t a i n  t h e  L i b e r a l  Movement and t h e  Eastern"
Q u e s t i o n , 2 v o l s .  “ ( Lc nd o n ,  1951 ) ,  1 : 45 5 .
Z^This  t r e a t y ,  c o n c l u d e d  be tween  t h e  Tur ks  and t h e  
R u s s i a n s ,  c o n t a i n e d  a s e p a r a t e  and s e c r e t  a r t i c l e  which 
a g r e e d  t h a t  i f  R u s s i a  went  t o  war  w i t h  any European power ,  
t h e  Tur ks  would c l o s e  t h e  D a r d a n e l l e s .  T h i s  c l a u s e  in 
p a r t i c u l a r  w o r r i e d  P a l m e r s t o n ,  b u t  t h e  e n t i r e  t r e a t y  o f  
mutual  d e f e n s e  i r k e d  him no end.
25 I b i d . ,  p.  1 73 ,  q u o t i n g  P a l m e r s t o n  t o  Bulwer ,  
Sep t ember  2 4 ,  1839.
26 I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  S o u l t  was s p o n s o r i n g  
both  o f f i c i a l  m i s s i o n s  ( F e r r e t  and G a l i n i e r )  and q u a s i ­
o f f i c i a l  m i s s i o n s  ( t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i  se  e n d e a v o r )  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  Mehemet Al i  a f f a i r .  Yet he a p p e a r e d  t o  have  i g n o r e d  
A n t o i n e  and Arnauld  d ' A b b a d i e  who e x p l o r e d  A b y s s i n i a  f o r  
n e a r l y  t w e l v e  y e a r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  work 
was so  o u t s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  p r o f o u n d l y  i n f l u e n c e d  E t h i o p i a n  
s t u d i e s  i n  F rance  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A n t o i n e  
d ' A b b a d i e  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  S o u l t  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  F r a n c o - A b y s s i n i a n  commer c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
a f f a i r s ,  b u t  he was l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d .  U np opu la r  among t h e  
French a l r e a d y  in A b y s s i n i a  and s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  sympa­
t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  t h e  d ' A b b a d i e s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
e n l i g h t e n e d  French a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  A b y s s i n i a  
as  much a s  any o t h e r  e x p l o r e r s .  Rec ords  a t  t h e  Quai d ' O r s a y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  were  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s u l t e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  
o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  a f t e r  1848.  For  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  
work s e e ,  Arnau ld  d ' A b b a d i e ,  Douze ans  de s é j o u r  dans  l a  
Haute  E t h i o p i e  ( A b y s s i n i e ) ,  P a r i s ,  1 8 6 8 ) .  A r n a u l d  had 
p l an n e d  t o  p u b l i s h  more t h a n  one v o l um e,  b u t  unhappy at  t h e  
welcome h i s  f i r s t  volume r e c e i v e d ,  he r e f u s e d  t o  c o n t i n u e .
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Some o f  A n t o i n e ' s  work can be f o und  i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n , 20 ,
2nd s e r i e s ,  and i n  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  s uch  as  C . R . , Ac.  o f  S c . , 
126 ( 1 8 9 8 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp .  1 7 3- 1 8 1 .  " N o t i c e  s u r  l a  v i e  e t  l e s  
t r a v a u x  de M. A n t o i n e  d ' A b b a d i e "  ( h e  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  i n  1 8 9 2 ) ;  B u l l e t i n , 13 ,  5 t h  s e r i e s  
( 1 8 6 7 ) ,  and B u l l e t i n , 1 5 ,  6 t h  s e r i e s  (1878)  p a s s i m , which 
c o n t a i n s  p r o l i f i c  comments on t h e  d ' A b b a d i e s '  w or k ;  s e e  
a l s o  G as t on  Da r b o u x ,  N o t i c e  h i s t o r i q u e  s u r  A n t o i n e  d ' A b b a d i e  
( P a r i s ,  1 9 0 8 ) ,  an e x t r a c t  f rom t h e  Comptes Rendus  o f  t h e  
Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .
27 /
A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  13". p.  1 2 ,  memoir
d a t e d  27 May 1838 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p.  25.
ZG i b i d .
29 L e f e b v r e  t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e ,  
29 J u n e  1 8 39 ,  A . A . E . ,  C.P.  Massouah 1,  p.  44 f f . , .  c i t e d  by 
M a l d c o t ,  p. 26 .  C u n l n - G r i d a l n e  was an i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and 
s e r v e d  as  a d e p u t y  f o r  t h e  L i b e r a l  p a r t y  i n  1834 .  He was 
one o f  t h e  221 d e p u t i e s  who s u p p o r t e d  L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e ' s 
a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  in  1830,  and by 1837 he was r e w a rd e d  
when he r e c e i v e d  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l ­
t u r e  and Commerce.  He r e m a i ne d  i n  t h a t  h i gh  o f f i c e  
w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1848 ,  and 
"he c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  French  e x p a n s i o n i s m . "  See 
L a r o u s s e ,  D i c t i o n n a i r e , s . v . ,  " C u n i n - G r i d a i n e ,  L a u r e n t  d i t . "
30^ A . A . E . ,  C . P . ,  Mas so u ah , 1 ,  p. 4 7 ,  c i t e d  by
M a l e c o t ,  p.  26.
^^ Char lemagne  T h e o j i h i l e  L e f e b v r e ,  Voyage en 
A b y s s i n i e  p e n d a n t  l e s  a n n é e s  1839,  1840,  1 84 1 ,  1 842 ,  e t  
1 84 3 , 6 v ô l s l  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 5 - 1 8 4 9 ) ,  1 : 5 9 - 7 0 .
^ ^ M a l e c o t ,  p.  28.
^ ^ L e f e b v r e  t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  d a t e d  
J u n e  3 ^  1840,  A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  1 3 ,  p.  40 c i t e d  
by M a l e c o t ,  p.  28 .
34 4
Mar ine  BB 1014 ,  R o u s s i n ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  Navy and
C o l o n i e s ,  t o  T h i e r s ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  d a t e d  
24 J un e  1840.
35 ^
A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  13 ,  p .  6 2 ,  Mar i ne  t o
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  d a t e d  28 J une  1840.
36 I b i d . ,  L e f e b v r e  t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and 
Commerce,  d a t e d  10 J a n u a r y  1841.
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^ ^Degou t in  t o  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  A . A . E . . C . P . .
Massouah 1 ,  p.  54,  d a t e d  26 Augu s t  1841 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  
p.  30 .
38
I b i d . ,  p .  44 .  Combes t o  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  d a t e d  1 
S e p t e m b e r  1 841 ,  c i t e d  by M a i e c o t ,  p .  30.
S^A. A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  13 .  p.  8 2 ,  L e f e b v r e  
t o  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  Navy,  A g r i c u l t u r e  and Commerce d a t e d  29 
December  1 8 4 1 ,  c i t e d  by M a l é c o t ,  p.  31.
40 I b i d . ,  p .  96.  Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s ,  d a t e d  19 Augus t  1842.
41
F or e ign  A f f a i r s  to  Commerce and A g r i c u l t u r e ,  d a t e d  
25 December  1842,  i b i d . ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p.  32.
^ ^ I b i d .
^^Voyage en A b y s s i n i e ,  e x e c u t e  p e n d a n t  l e s  annexes.
. . . See S u p r a , n o t e  3 1 .
4 4 ç . R . .  Ac. o f  S c . 8 ( 1 8 3 9 ) ,  pp.  160-163 f o r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  i n v e t e r b r a t e s ; f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  see  
C . R . ,  Ac.  o f  Sc .  18 ( 1 8 4 4 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  731-746  and C.R.  .
Ac. o f  Sc .  20 (T845.  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  4 8 4 -4 9 1 .
^ ^ B u l l e t i n , S e r i e s  3 ( 1 8 4 6 ) ,  5 : 2 9 8 .
^ ^ A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  61 ,  pp.  2 4 9 - 3 9 3 .  
c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  i n c o m p l e t e  n o t e b o o k s  which Rochet  
d ' H e r i c o u r t  wr o t e  d u r i n g  h i s  t h i r d  and l a s t  voyage  ( 1 8 4 7 -  
1849) i n  n o r t h e r n  A b y s s i n i a .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  C h a r l e s  Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  t o  Napoleon  I I I ,  
16 March 1863.  For o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on h i s  j o u r n e y s ,  s e e  
C . R . . Ac.  o f  S c . 32 ( 1 8 5 1 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  2 1 5 - 2 4 1 ,  a r t i c l e  
e n t i t l e d ,  " T r o i s i è m e  v oyage  de M. Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t , "  
se ' ance o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1851.  For  e a r l i e r  v o y a g e s ,  s e e  
d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  Voyage s u r  l a  Cote  o r i e n t a l e  de l a  mer  R o ug e , 
dans  l e  pays  d~'Adel e t  l e  royaume de Choa ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 1 ) ,  
and an a r t i c l e ,  " C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  g é o g r a p h i q u e s  e t  
c o m m e r c i a l e s  s u r  l e  q o l f e  A r a b i q u e , "  B u l l e t i n ,  2nd s e r i e s  15 
( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  pp.  269-293 .
^^"Memoire s u r  l e  Choa, "  A . A . E . ,  Mém. e t  Doc . , 
A f r i q u e  1 3 ,  p.  270 and f f .
4 9 l b i d .
S O l b i d . , p. 290 .
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®^C.R. Ac.  o f  S c . ,  12 ( 1 8 4 1 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  p.  923.  The 
f u l l  r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d ,  " R a p p o r t  s u r ^ e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  de 
M. Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  c o n c e r n a n t  l e  g é o g r a p h i q u e ,  p h y s i q u e ,  
l e  m é t é o r o l o g i e  e t  l a  g e b l o g i e  de q u e l q u e s  p a r t i e s  des  b or ds  
de l a  mer Rouge e t  de 1 ' A b y s s i n i e , *  C . R . , Ac. o f  S c . , 12:  
9 2 3 - 9 2 7 .  See a l s o ,  i b i d . ,  p .  732-7331 ‘‘O b s e r v a t i o n s  f a i t e s  
d u r a n t  un voyage dans  l e  pays  d ' A d e l  e t  l e  royaume de 
Ch oa , "  and B u l l e t i n ,  2nd s e r i e s ,  15 ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  pp.  2 6 9 - 2 9 3 ,  
" C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  g é o g r a p h i q u e  e t  c o m m e r c i a l e  s u r  l e  g o l f e  
A r a b i q u e , "  by Roche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t  f o r  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  
o f  h i s  f i n d i n g s  even t hough  he was hampered by t h e  l a c k  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t s .  A n o t e  a b o u t  t h e  use  o f  h i s  name: 
h i s  p r o p e r ^ s u r n a m e  i s  R o c h e t ,  b u t  he o f t e n  s i g n e d  h i s  name 
R o ch e t  d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  hen ce  t h e  v a r i o u s  u s a g e s  i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  
t h i s  e x p l o r e r .
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C . R . ,  Ac. o f  S c . .  12 ( 1 8 4 1 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  923 - 927 .
53 M a l e c o t ,  Les  v o y a g e u r s  f r a n ç a i s , pp.  6 1 - 63 .
S4 ç . R . . Ac. o f  S c . . 22 ( 1 8 4 6 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  7 9 8- 81 4 ,  
" R a p p o r t  s u r  l e  s econd  voyage  en A b y s s i n i e  de M. Roche t  
d ' H e r i c o u r t . "  M ag n e t i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  were o f t e n  r e q u e s t e d ,  
even  demanded by F r a n ç o i s  A r a g o ,  an i m p o r t a n t  p h y s i c i s t  and 
member o f  t h e  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s .  See p.  801 f o r  R o c h e t ' s  
f a i t h f u l  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .
SSpoche t  d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  Second  voyage s u r  l e s  deux 
r i v e s  de l a  mer Rouge,  dans l e  pays  des  Adel e t  l e  royaume 
de Choa ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 6 ) /  pp.  1 2 7 - 1 2 9 ;  M a l e c o t .  p p . 6 0- 63 .
^ ^Roch e t  d ' H e r i c o u r t ,  Second  v o y a g e , pp.  375- 378 .
^ ^ M a l e c o t ,  p.  71.
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I n d i a  O f f i c e ,  Bombay: P o l i t i c a l  and S e c r e t
C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  S e c r e t  Commi t t ee  t o  H a i n e s ,  2 J u l y  1840,  
c i t e d  by Thomas E. M a r s t o n ,  B r i t a i n ' s  I m p e r i a l  Role in  t h e  
Red Sea  Area  (Hamden,  C o n n . , 1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  121.
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M a l e c o t ,  p.  78.
®^"Note s u r  l ' i m m i g r a t i o n  d es  t r a v a i l l e u r s  a b y s s i n s  
d an s  l e s  c o l o n i e s  f r a n ç a i s e s , "  Voyage s u r  l a  Cote o r i e n t a l e .  
2 : 1 4 1 - 1 4 8 .  /' -------------------------------------------
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A . A . E . ,  C . P . ,  Massouah 1 . and  A r c h i v e s  N a t i o n a l e s ,  
S e c t i o n  O u t r e - M e r ,  Océan I n d i e n  10 *3 ,  c i t e d  bv M a l e c o t .  
p.  V7.  ^
■ See S u p r a , n o t e  47.
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D e g o u t i n  t o  L a m a r t i n e ,  J u l y  1 ,  1848 ,  A . A . E . ,  C . P . , 
Massouah 1 : 1 0 2 ,  c i t e d  by M a l e c o t ,  p.  78 .
^ ^ ^ C h a r l e s  G u i l l a i n ,  Documents  s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e ,  l a
g é o g r a p h i e ,  e t  l e  commerce d i ~ l ‘A f r i q u e  o r i e n t a l e , 2 v o l s ,  
and 1 a t l a s  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 5 - 5 7 ) ,  2 : x .  [ M i c r o f i l m  # DT / 3 6 5 / 6 9 , 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s . ]
^ ^ I b i d . , pp.  x i - x i i .
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I b i d . ,  x v i i .  F r a n c e  had s i g n e d  a t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  
s u l t a n  i n  November ,  1844;  G u i l l a i n  p r o m i s e d  t o  a b i d e  by t h i s  
t r e a t y .
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I b i d . ,  l : x i - x i v .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  x i i i - x i v .
® ^ I b i d . , x v i .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  x x v - x x v i i .
I b i d . , XXV.
72 I b i d . ,  x x v - x x i x .
73 J e a n  G a i l l a r d ,  1 ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  dans  l e  
monde ( P a r i s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  p.  117 .  "
^^"La G ui n e e , "  c a l l e d  " R i v e r s  o f  t h e  South"  u n d er  
t h e  a n c i e n  r e g i m e , was composed o f  t e r r i t o r y  between 
P o r t u g u e s e  Guinea  and S i e r r a - L e o n e .  S l a v e  t r a d i n g  was an 
i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s  h e r e .  Between 1840 and 1845 t h e  French  
c o n c l u s e d  t r e a t i e s  wi th  s e v e r a l  c h i e f s  which  gave them 
p r o t e c t o r a t e s  o v e r  t h i s  a r e a .  See G a i l l a r d ,  p.  80.
^ ^ G a i l l a r d ,  p.  94 .
^ ® I b i d .
^ ^ A . A . E . ,  M̂ m. e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e  1 ,  E t a b l i s s e m e n t s  
f r a n ç a i s  du q o l f e  de Guinee  ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 8 6 2 ) ,  pp.  1 0- 13 .
B o u e t - W i n a u m e z , commanding t h e  La M a l o u i n e , e x p l o r e d  t h e  
I v o r y  C o a s t  w a t e r s ,  e t c .
78
^Aberdeen to  J a r n a c ,  London,  3 S e p t e mb er  1844,  
A . A . E . ,  Mê m. e t  D oc . ,  A f r i q u e  1 ,  pp .  8 3 - 8 5 .
79
J a r n a c  t o  G u i z o t ,  London,  9 S ep t em ber  1844,  i b i d . ,
pp.  9 0 - 9 1 .
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80 Cowley t o  G u i z o t ,  P a r i s ,  24 September  1 8 4 4 ,  i b i d . ,
pp.  9 2 - 9 3 .
G a i l  l a r d ,  p .  82 .
® ^ J e a n - B a p t i s t e  Anne R a f f e n e l ,  Nouveau vo y ag e  dans  
l e  pays des  n f g r e s  s u i v i  d * e t u d e s  s u r  Ta c o l o n i e  du S e n eg a l  
e t  de document s  h i s t o r i q u e s ,  g é o g r a p h i q u e s  e t  s c i e n t i f i q u e ^ , 
2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ;  I m p r i m e r i e  e t  l i b r a r i e  c e n t r a l e s  des  
chemins  de f e r ,  1 8 5 6 ) ,  2 : 5 3 - 6 7 .  [The p u b l i s h e r  i s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h i s  c i t a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  document  o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  t e x t  
o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n . 3
83 See  s u p r a . C h a p t e r  TV . ,  n o t e  61.
84° R a f f e n e l , Nouveau v o y a g e .  I n t r o d u c t i o n . l : i .  
R a f f e n e l  was a l s o  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  work o f  
t h e  f i r s t  e x p e d i t i o n  which he made t o  S e n e g a l ;  t h e  t i t l e  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  j o u r n e y  i s  Voyage dans  
l ' A f r i q u e  o c c i d e n t a l e  ( P a r i s ,  1 846 ) .
85 See  s u p r a , n o t e  82.
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S ^ I b i d . , 1 : v .
S O l b i d . ,  2 : 1 9 4 - 1 9 5 .
" ^ I b i d . ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  l : i i - i i i .
^ ^ I b i d .  , 1 : i v  , n o t e  1.
93̂ I b i d . ,  l : v ;  2:  p a s s i n  and C . R . , Ac. o f  Sc.
( 1 8 5 5 ) ,  s e a n c e  of  J u l y  2 8 t h ;  M o n i t e u r  U n i v e r s e l  13 Augus t  
1855,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  as  M o n i t e u r .
94 R a f f e n e l ,  Nouveau v o y a g e , 1 : 1 9 6 .
S ^ i b i d .
^^A . A . E . .  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e / A l q e r i  e 11 ( 1 8 2 5 -  
3 0 ) ,  pp. 264jt267;  M o n i t e u r ; i s ^ u e  d a t e d  20 Apri l  1830;  
P o n t e i l ,  L ' E v e i l  de n a t i o n a l i t é s ,  pp.  467-468.
184
^^A . A . E . ,  M ^ .  e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e / A l q e r i e  9 ( 1 8 3 2 - 4 7 ) ,
pp.  201-2061 “Not e  remisse a M e s s i e u r s  l e s  membres de l a  
h a u t e  c ommi ss ion  d ' e n q u e t e ,  l e  14 s e p t e m b r e  1 8 3 3 . "
Q Q
’ ° I b i d . ,  p a mp h l e t  e n c l o s e d  i n  t h i s  volume e n t i t l e d  
O b s e r v a t i o n s  p r e s e n t e e s  a l a  Chambre de Commerce de 
M a r s e i l l e s  s u r  l a  demande q u ' e l l e  en a f a i t e  au s u j e t  de 
l a  c o l o n i s a t i o n  d ' A l g e r  pour  s e r v i r  au mémoire q u ' e l l e  d o i t  
a d d r e s s e r  a l a  Commission d ' E n q u e t e  s u r  l a  c o l o n i e  d ' A l g e r  
( M a r s e i l l e s :  I m p r i m e r i e  de Mar ius  O l i v e ,  1 8 3 3 ) .  TFi
r e i ^ o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  p a m p h l e t  i s  s i g n e d  by M. Servie^ ,  
" N é g o c i e n t ,  C o n s e i l e r  M u n i c i p a l ,  e t  P r o p r i é t a i r e  ^a A l g e r . "
Q Q  ✓
P o n t e i l ,  L ' E v e i l  de  n a t i o n a l i t é s , pp.  4 67 - 46 8 .
^ ^ ^ " R o o t s  o f  French I m p e r i a l i s m  i n  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y :  The Case o f  Lyon,"  French  H i s t o r i c a l  S t u d i e s ,
6 ( S p r i n g ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  80 q u o t i n g  Mau r i ce  Zimmerman,  "Lyon 
e t  l a  c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , "  Q u e s t i o n s  d i p l o m a t i q u e  e t  
c o l o n i a l e s ,  9 ( Ju n e  15 ,  1 9 0 0 ) ,  pp.  7 05 -7 17  and 10 ( J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 0 0 ) ,  pp.  1 - 2 1 ,  and 708.
TOTA . A . E . .  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  A f r i q u e / A l q e r i e  9 ,  p.  235.  
S e e ^ E x t r a i t  du p r o c e s - v e r b a l  des^ s e a n c e s  du C o n s e i l  
g e n e r a l  du d e p a r t m e n t  des  P y r e n e e s  O r i e n t a l e s ;  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
d ' A l g e r , "  s e a n c e  de 23 J u i l l e t ,  1834.
T O ^ I b i d . ,  p .  236.  See  a l s o  t h e  f i f t e e n - p a g e  ^  
p r o s p e c t u s  f o r  t h e  Compagnie N a t i o n a l e  d ' A l g e r  ( J .  Hedde,  
a i n e  e t  c o m p a g n i e : ^  P a r i s ,  1834)^ which i s  i n s e r t e d  in  t h i s  
volume A f r i q u e / A l g e r i e  9.  H e d d e ' s  p r o s p e c t u s  was e n t i t l e d  
Compagnie N a t i o n a l e  d ' A l g e r  sous  l a  R a i s o n  S o c i a l e . He 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  A l g e r i a  a w a i t e d  o n l y  s e t t l e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
become one o f  t h e  mo s t  f l o u r i s h i n g  c o l o n i e s  in t h e  w o r l d .
He s o u g h t  3 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  who c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  100 f r a n c s  
each  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  r u r a l  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  M a s s i f  
d ' A l g e r  and on t h e  p l a i n s  o f  M i t i d j a .  I f  t h i s  wer e  d one ,  
H e d d e ' b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he c o u l d  f ound  a new s o c i e t y  b a s e d  upon 
t h e  p a t r i o t i s m  o f  t h e  French and upon r a i s o n  s o c i a l e .
T^^Po nt e i l ,  L ' Evei l  de n a t i o n a l i t é s , pp.  4 6 7 - 4 6 8 .
104
I b i d . , ^ p .  469;  and^ C a m i l l e  R o u s s e t ,  Les commence­
ment s  d ' u n e  c o n q u ê t e : 1 ' A l g e r i a  de 1830 a 1 840 ,  2nd ed.
2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 9 0 0 ) ,  1 : 3 4 2 .  See P o n t e i l ,  p. 470 f o r  h i s  
e x p r e s s e d  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n q u e s t ;  i t  i s  r e p u g n a n t  t o  
him b e c a u s e  he f e e l s  t h a t  t h o s e  who a r g u e  f o r  i t  o n l y  have 
c r a s s  economic  r e a s o n s  based  on t h e i r  own s e l f - i n t e r e s t .
185
^ ^ ^ R o u s s e t ,  2 : 3 6 9  and 4 9 0 - 4 91 ;  W i l l i a m  B. Cohen,  
R u l e r s  o f  Empi re :  t h e  F r ench  C o l o n i a l  S e r v i c e  i n  A f r i c a  
( S t a n f o r d ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp .  7 - 8 .
106
C . R . , Ac.  o f  S c . . 5 ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  pp.  8 0 1 - 8 0 2 .
T ° ? l b i d .
108
C . R . .  Ac.  o f  S c . . 7 ( 1 8 3 8 ) ,  pp.  1 3 7 - 2 2 7 .
^Q^A r c h i y e s  P a r l e m e n t a i r e s .  Chambre des  D e p u t e s  
( A p r i l - M a y ,  1 8 3 9 ) ,  1 2 4 : 6 8 3 ;  the^ p u b l i s h e d  works  a r e  e n t i t l e d , 
E x p e d i t i o n  s c i e n t i f i q u e  de M o r é e , S e c t i o n  des  s c i e n c e s  
p h y s i q u e s , 3 v o l s ,  i n  5 and 2 a t l a s e s  ( P a r i s .  1 8 3 2 - 3 6 ) .  
e d i t e d  by Bory S a i n t  V i n c e n t .
^^^Marcel  E m e r i t ,  Les S a i n t - S i m o n i e n s  en A l g é r i e  
( P a r i s ,  1 9 4 1 ) ,  pp.  8 7 - 9 2 .  E n f a n t i n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  A l g e r i a  was n e c e s s a r y ,  and as  a p a r t i s a n  o f  
r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  he hoped t o  c i v i l i z e  t h e  Arabs  by 
i n t r o d u c i n g  them t o  Eur opean  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  See i b i d . ,  
p.  107 and f f .  See a l s o  P r o s p e r  E n f a n t i n ,  C o l o n i s a t i on de 
Al gé ' r i e  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 3 ) ,  p a s s i m .
^ E m e r i t ,  p .  93.  Al mos t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  
members were a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  c r e e d .  With 
t h r e e  o f  them ( L o u i s  J o u r d a n ,  C a p t a i n  E. c a r e t t e  and 0?% 
W a r n i e r ) .  E n f a n t i n  f o un d e d  i n  1843 t h e  j o u r n a l ,  1 ' A 1 g e r i e .
T^^C . R . , Ac. o f  S c . , 10 ( 1840 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  7 8 1 -7 87  
and 8 5 0 - 8 53 ;  12 (1841 , P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  9 0 1 - 9 0 2 ;  17 ( 1 8 4 3 ,
P a r t  2 ) ,  pp.  1 9 - 2 6 ;  18 ( 1 8 44 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  1 0 67 - 1 0 7 1 ;  19 
( 1 8 4 4 ,  P a r t  2 ) ,  pp.  2 0 1 - 2 0 5 .
^ E x p l o r a t i o n  s c i e n t i f i q u e  de 1 ' A l g e r i e  p e n d a n t  
l e s  années  1840-42  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 4 - 6 7 ) .  w i t h  v a r i o u s  members 
o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  one o r  more v o l u me s .
114 " F re nc h  C o n q u e r o r s  and C o l o n i s t s , "  Blackwood ' s 
E d i n b u r g h  Magazine  ( J a n u a r y ,  1 8 4 9 ) ,  p.  20.




F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p .  245.
^ I b i d . ,  p .  239.
^ I b i d . ,  p .  257.
* I b i d . ,  p p .  3 9 4 - 3 9 5 ;  by 1840 A u s t r a l i a  was h e l d  
s e c u r e l y  by t h e  B r i t i s h  and became an I m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  
E n g l i s h  e x p a n s i o n i s m  i n  O c e a n i a .
5 4A r c h i v e s  N a t i o n a l e s , Mar BB 447.  L e t t e r s  f rom
Rous s i n  t o  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  d a t e d  May 2 8 ,  30,  and 3 1 ,
1823 and r e p o r t  f rom R o u s s i n  d a t e d  December  3 ,  1 823 .
^ F r e d e r i c k  B. A r t z ,  R e a c t i o n  and R e v o l u t i o n ,  1814-  
1 8 3 2 , H a r p e r  To rc hb oo k  ed .  (New Y o r k , 1 9 6 3 ) ,  pp.  1 6 9 - 1 7 1 .
7 4A r c h i v e s  N a t i o n a l e s , Mar BB 1001 ,  I n s t r u c t i o n s .
Also s e e  C h a p t e r  I I , pp.  2 1 - 2 2 ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  For  some 
t i m e  t h e  F rench  had hoped t o  renew p o l i t i c a l  c o n t a c t s  in  
t h e  Fa r  E a s t ,  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  t h e y  had p r e v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d  as  
a r e s u l t  o f  h a v i n g  a s s i s t e d  an e x i l e d  p r i n c e  f rom Annam i n  
r e g a i n i n g  h i s  t h r o n e .  With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  P i g n e a u  de 
B e h a i n e ,  V i c a r  A p o s t o l i c  o f  C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  Cambodia ,  and 
T o n k i n ,  P r i n c e  Nguyen-Anh in  1787 o b t a i n e d  t h e  l o a n  o f  two 
s h i p s  c rewed  by F rench  v o l u n t e e r s  and r e c o n q u e r e d  h i s  c o u n t r y .  
Under  t h e  name o f  Gi a - Lo n g ,  t h e  emp er or  g r a n t e d  t h e  French  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  r i g h t s  in To ur ane  Bay which i n c l u d e d  co mmer c i a l  
p r i v i l e g e s  and a n c h o r a g e s  f o r  s h i p  r e p a i r s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a r s ,  F r a n c e  l o s t  a g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
f o l l o w  up on t h e s e  a d v a n t a g e s .  M or eo ve r ,  G i a - L o n g ' s  
s u c c e s s o r  and s o n ,  Minh-Mang,  was v e r y  much opposed  t o  
any d e a l s  w i t h  E u r o p e a n s ;  he had assumed t h e  t h r o n e  by t h e  
t i me  B o u g a i n v i l l e  s a i l e d  t o  C o c h in - Ch in a  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r y  t o  
e f f e c t  commerc ia l  r e l a t i o n s  between F r a n c e  and C o c h i n - C h i n a .  
F a v i r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e ,  pp.  251 and 278.  S i r  Thomas 
R a f f l e s  had p u r c h a s e d  S i n g a p o r e  from t h e  S u l t a n  o f  J o h o r e  
in  1819;  f o r  more a b o u t  S i n g a p o r e  s e e  J o e l  Wiener  and 
J .  H. Plumb,  e d s .  G r e a t  B r i t a i n :  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  and t h e
Span o f  Emp i r e .  1689^1971- -A Documentary H i s t o r y , 4 v o l s .
(New York,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  3 : 2 2 7 6 .
^ F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , pp.  3 7 1 - 3 7 2 .
^A . A . E . ,  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e  Co mm er c ia l e ,  M a n i l l e  1 
( 1 8 2 0 - 4 1 ) ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  AAE.,  C.C.  w i t h  p r o p e r  
r e g i o n  o b t a i n i n g .
^ ° I b i d . ,  and A . A . E . , C . C . , M a n i l l e  2 ( 1 8 4 2 - 5 3 )
187
^^Ward and Gooch,  Cambr idge H i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  
F o r e i g n  P o l i c y ,  2 : 2 1 5 .
12
I b i d .  T r a d e  w i t h  China  had been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a 
f a c t o r y  a t  C a n t o n ,  t h e  s i n g l e  Ch i ne s e  p o r t  t o  which B r i t i s h  
m e r c h a n t s ,  o r d i n a r i l y  r e s i d e n t s  a t  Macao,  were  a l l o w e d  t o  
r e s o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n .  Al l  b u s i n e s s  had t o  be 
t r a n s a c t e d  t h r o u g h  a g u i l d  o f  Ch in es e  m e r c h a n t s  known as t h e  
" h on g " .
13 F r e y c i n e t ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde . . . T817,
18 18 ,  1 81 9 .  1 8 2 0 .
14 4
A . N . , Mar BB 1000.
^ ^ I b i d .  and O u p e r r e y ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde, 1 : 4 - 5 .
16
See C h a p t e r  I I ,  p .  2 2 ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
^^The c o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e p o r t  i s  r e p r i n t e d  as t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  D u p e r r e y ^ s  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde. See  a l s o  
I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e ,  P r o c e s - v e r b a u x , v o l .  8 ,  s e a n c e  of  25 
Augus t  1825.
T^A . N . , Mar BB^ 1000.
19
For  some t i m e  t h e  F rench  had hoped t o  renew 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  F ar  E a s t ,  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  t h e y  had 
p r e v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  h av i n g  a s s i s t e d  an e x i l e d  
p r i n c e  f rom Annam in  r e g a i n i n g  h i s  t h r o n e .  With t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  P i e g n e a u  de B e h a i n e ,  V i c a r  A p o s t o l i c  o f  
C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  Cambodia ,  and T o n k i n ,  P r i n c e  Nguyen-Anh in  
1787 o b t a i n e d  t h e  l o a n  o f  two s h i p s  crewed by French  v o l u n ­
t e e r s  and r e c o n q u e r e d  h i s  c o u n t r y .  Under  t h e  name of  Gia-  
Long,  t h e  emper or  g r a n t e d  t h e  F ren ch  c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  which 
i n c l u d e d  commerc i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  and a n c h o r a g e s  f o r  s h i p  
r e p a i r s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a r s ,  F r a n c e  l o s t  
a g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o l l o w - u p  t h e s e  a d v a n t a g e s  s i n c e  
Gia-Long was s u c c e e d e d  by h i s  s o n ,  Minh-Mang,  who was 
oppo sed  t o  any d e a l s  w i t h  E u r o p e a n s .  See F a i v r e ,
L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , pp .  251 and 278 -279 .
20 4
A . N . , Mar BB 1 0 0 2 ,  R a p p o r t  des  c o l o n i e s  a p p a r t e n a n t  
aux d i v e r s  é t a t s  de l ' E u r o p e .
21 ^
Dunmore,  F r ench  E x p l o r e r s , 2 : 2 2 4 .  La P e r o us e
began a c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e  in  1785 o n l y  to  p e r i s h  
i n  t h e  South  P a c i f i c  when h i s  s h i p ,  t h e  A s t r o l a b e , and h i s  
e s c o r t  v e s s e l ,  t h e  B o u s s o l e , were  p r o b a b l y  d r i v e n  a gr ou nd  in 
a s t o r m  in 1788.  However ,  h i s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  r ema i ned  a 
m y s t e r y  u n t i l  P e t e r  D i l l o n ,  an I r i s h  s ea  c a p t a i n  r e p o r t e d
188
t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  La Perouse  had p e r i s h e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  
Va n i k or o  i n  t h e  S a n t a  Cruz g r o u p  which  Ti e  be tween t h e  
Soloman I s l a n d s  and t h e  New H e b r i d e s ;  D i l l o n  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  
in  1826.  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  r enamed h i s  s h i p  t h e  A s t r o l a b e  
i n  h onor  o f  La P é r o u s e  whose m i s a d v e n t u r e s  had s p u r r e d  one 
o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s e a r c h e s  i n  n a v a l  h i s t o r y .  D ' U r v i l l e  v e r i f i e d  
D i l l o n ' s  c l a i m  t o  have  found t h e  o l d  A s t r o l a b e  a t  V a n i k o r o .
^ ^A . N . , Mar BB^ 1002.
Z ^ I b i d .
H o l l a n d  Rose e t  a l . ,  e d .  Cambr idge H i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e , 8 v o l s .  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 2 9 - 3 6 ) ,  v o l .  7 ,
New Z e a l a n d , p a r t  2 ,  pp .  59-60.
25 ^  ^Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage de l ' A s t r o l a b e "  e x e c u t e
p a r  o r d r e  du Roi p e n d a n t  l es  an né es  1 8 2 6 ,  1 827 ,  1328 e t
1 8 2 9 . 10 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 30 - 34 ) .
p c \  ^
P r o c e s - v e r b a u x  des s e a n c e s  de 1 ' A c a d é m i e , 9:
2 9 1 - 2 9 8 .
27 D a r l i n g  t o  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  Hay,  Rose e t  a l . ,  
Cambr idge  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e , v o l .  7 ,  p a r t  2 ,  
p.  127 c i t i n g  H . R . A . . S e r i e s  1,  7 : 7 3 0 .
28 Rose ,  Cambr idge  H i s t o r y , v o l .  7 ,  p a r t  2 ,  p .  127.
29 I b i d .  The B r i t i s h  abandoned  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  in 
Wes te rn  P o r t  a f t e r  l i t t l e  more t h a n  a y e a r .
^ ° A . N . . Mar BB^ 470 b i s .
31 4
A . N . , Mar BB 1004; C y r i l l e  L a p l a c e ,  Voyage a u t o u r
du monde p a r s  l e s  mers  de l ' I n d e  e t  de Chine  exëcjute s u r  l a
c o r v e t t e  de l ' e t a t  “ l a  F a v o r i t e "  p e n d a n t  l e s  an nées  1830.
1831 ,  e t  183 2 .  4 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 83 3- 3 5)  l : x v i i - x v i i i  and
A'Tl . 9p 4
A . N . . Mar BB 1004,  Document # 29 9 ,  l e t t e r  d a t e d  
15 December 1829,  d ' H a u s s e z  t o  L a p l a c e  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and r e q u e s t i n g  s e c r e c y  and p r u d e n c e .
33 See C h r i s t i a n  S ch e f e r . ^  La p o l i t i q u e  c o l o n i a l e  de 
l a  Monarch i e  de J u i l l e t .  L ' A l q e r i e  e t  1 ‘ e v o l u t i o n  de l a  
c o l o n i s a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  ( P a r i s .  1 9 2 8 ) .  pp .  382-389  f o r  a 
good d i s c u s s i o n  d f  " l e  s ys t ème  de s  p o i n t s  de r e l â c h e . "
S c h e f e r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  was a compromise 
be tween  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s .  I b i d . ,  p .  382.
189
34 4^^A . N . . Mar BB 1005.
^^Jean-Anne-Amedee  d e J . a  S a l l e ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du 
monde e x e c u t e  p e n d a n t  l e s  a nn e é s  1 8 3 6 ,  1 S35 ,  1837 s u r  l a  
c o r v e t t e  “Ta B o n i t e , "  commandée p a r  M. V a i l i a n t . R e l a t i o n  
du v o y a q ë l  3 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1 8 45 - 52 )  l : x i .  L e t t e r  from 
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and C o l o n i e s ,  Baron Du per re  t o  C a p t a i n  
V a i l l a n t ,  commandant  de " l a  B o n i t e "  on t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  
m i s s i o n ,  d a t e d  P a r i s ,  28 December  1835.
3fi I b i d . ,  I r x i i i .  These  o r d e r s  a r e  a l s o  r e p e a t e d  t o  
V a i l l a n t  by t h e  F i r s t  Bur eau  ( M ov em e nt s ) ,  s e e  A . N . . Mar 
BB^ 1 0 0 6 ,  F o l i o  # 370 .
37 La S a l l e ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du m o nd e , l : x i v - x v .
S ^ i b i d ;  and C . R . . A c .  o f  S c . . 1 ( 1 8 3 5 ) ,  p .  333.
The Academy n o m i n a t e d  a f i v e - m a n  c omm is s i on  which drew up 
e l a b o r a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  b o t a n i c a l ,  g e o l o g i c a l  and 
z o o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  u s u a l  c a t e g o r i e s .  H yd r o g r a p h y ,  
p h y s i q u e  du g l o b e  and mag ne t i sm r e m a i n e d  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  communi ty and i n s t r u c t i o n s  were  i s s u e d  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  w e l l .  See i b i d . ,  pp.  3 6 8- 410 .
39 La S a l l e ,  Voyage a u t o u r  du m o nd e , 1 : 5 3 .
4 0 l b i d . ,  and A . N . , Mar BB^ 1006.
41
F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , pp .  3 7 3 -3 7 4 .
42 4
A . N . . Mar BB 1007 ,  L e t t e r  f rom V a i l l a n t  t o
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy,  d a t e d  22 O c t o b e r  1 8 3 6 ,  from Honol ul u  
i n  Sandwich I s l a n d s .
43
I b i d . ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  t o  V a i l l a n t ,  
d a t e d  12 J a n u a r y  1 8 36 ,  f rom P a r i s .
44
I b i d . ,  The Canton R e g i s t e r , d a t e d  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  1836,  
p.  117 [ a n  o r i g i n a l  i s s u e  i n  a r c h i v e s ] ,  s e e  " S t a t e m e n t  o f  
t h e  B r i t i s h  T r a d e  a t  t h e  P o r t  o f  C a n t o n ,  f rom 1 s t  o f  A p r i l ,  
1835 t o  31 March 1 8 3 6 . " ;  s e e  a l s o  c o p i e s  o f  0 M a c a i s t a  
I m p a r c i a l . d a t e d  10 November 1836,  p.  179 ,  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  
“Ordem I m p e r i a l  s o b r e  o O p i o , " ; i b i d . ,  1 December 1836,  
pp.  2 0 3 - 2 0 5 ,  "Memor ia l  C o n t r a  o Opio - C h i n a , " ;  i b i d . ,
5 December  1836,  pp .  2 0 7 - 2 0 8 ,  "Memor ia l  C o n t r a  o Opio 
[ c o n t i n u e d ] " .  T he s e  a r e  P o r t u g u e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  and c o n t a i n  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  o r i g i n a l  Ch ines e  document s  which p r o t e s t  t h e  
i l l i c i t  opium t r a d e .
45 4
A . N . , Mar BB 1 0 06 ,  V a i l l a n t  t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  Navy,  
d a t e d  7 March 1837.
190
s e e  s u p r a , n o t e  44 .
* ^ I b i d . ,  The Canton R e g i s t e r , p. 1 1 7 ,  which shows 
t h a t  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  a r e  1 7 3 , 4 8 2 ,  433 f r a n c s  and t o t a l  e x p o r t s  
a r e  1 3 3 , 0 9 6 , 2 2 4  f r a n c s ,  v e r i f i e d  by V a i l l a n t  in  h i s  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  Naval  M i n i s t r y  d a t e d  7 March 1837.
48
V a i l l a n t  was t o o  b u s y  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  v o y a g e ,  so J ean-Anne-Amedee  de La S a l l e  
w r o t e  a t h r e e - v o l u m e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y .  O t h e r  
members of  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  v a r i o u s  v o l u m e s ;  t h e  
t o t a l  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  15 volumes  (11 volumes  i n  
p u b l i s h e d  f o rm )  and t h r e e  volumes  o f  a t l a s e s .  The Museum 
o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  r e c e i v e d  3 , 5 0 0  s p e c i me n s  f o r  i t s  c o l l e c ­
t i o n .
49 4
A . N . , Mar BB 1 0 0 7 ,  V a i l l a n t  t o  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y ,
7 March 1837 f rom P u l o - P e n a n g .
^^ L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  440.
^^H i s t o i r e  de 1 ' O c e a n i a , p.  81 .
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J o h n  W. Hend e r so n  e t  a l , Area  Handbook f o r  
O cean ia  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . ) ,  pp.  6 - 1 1 .
^^Spe F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  288 and a l s o  
A.N. Mar BB^ 10 00 ,  l e t t e r  d a t e d  14 O c t o b e r  1823.
^ ^ O u l i e n ,  H i s t o i r e  de 1 ' O c e a n i a , p.  81.
S S p a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  439.
^ ® I b i d . ,  c i t i n g  A. N. , Mar BB^ 573 , Bureau  o f  Genera l  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  # 2 2 5 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  1836.
^^Ward and Gooch,  Cambr idge  H i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  
F o r e i g n  P o l i c y , 2 : 2 6 1 .
58 4
A.N. , Mar BB 1 00 7 ,  V a i l l a n t  t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  M a r i n e ,  
d a t e d  22 O c t o b e r  1836 f rom H o n o l u l u .
^ ^ A.N. , Mar BB^ 1 00 7 ,  V a i l l a n t  to M i n i s t e r  o f  Navy,  
d a t e d  7 March 1837 f rom Pulo  Penang .
60
J .  R. B a l d w i n ,  " En gl and  and t h e  F rench  S e i z u r e  o f  
t h e  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  Modern H i s t o r y , 10 (March-  
December ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  pp.  2 1 2 - 2 3 1 .
^  ^^Abdel  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s , Voyage a u t o u r  du monde s u r  
l a  f r e g a t e  " l a  Venus^ p e n d a n t  l e s  a nn é e s  1 8 3 6 - 1 8 3 9 , 4 v o l s .
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( P a r i s ,  1 8 4 0 - 4 3 ) ,  l : x i - x x i i ,  f o r  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ;  see  
a l s o  3 : 3 4 5 - 9 6  f o r  a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  on wh a l i n g  where  
D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s  d i s c u s s e s  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e  b e s t  f i s h i n g  
g r o u n d s ,  s h i p s ,  p o r t s ,  and a l s o  r e l a t e s  i m p o r t a n t  h y d r o -  
g r a p h i c  d e t a i l s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y .
62 4
A.N. , Mar BB 1005;  a l s o  D u p e t i t - T h o u a r s ,  Voyage ,
1 : x i - x x i i .
® ^ I b i d . ,  1 : 3 2 7 - 3 4 0 .
64
B a l d w i n ,  " E n g l a n d  and t h e  French S e i z u r e  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  Modern H i s t o r y , 1 0 : 2 1 2 - 2 3 1 ;  
D u p e t i t  T h o u a r s ,  Vo ya ge , 4 : 4 8 .
^ ^ B a l d w i n ,  " E n g l a nd  and t h e  French S e i z u r e  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s , "  and Ward and Gooch,  Cambridge H i s t o r y  o f  
B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y . 2 : 1 8 2 - 1 8 5 .
66  ^Dur ing  t h e  voyage  o f  t h e  Venus , a g r e a t  amount  o f
work f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  s c i e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e .  Whi le  D u p e t i t -  
T h o u a r s  w r o t e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a b o u t  t h i s  voyage ( f o u r  v o l u m e s ) ,  
t h e r e  a r e  i n  a d d i t i o n :  one volume devot ed  t o  z o o l o g y  which
was p r e p a r e d  by v a r i o u s  s a v a n t s ;  one volume d e v o t e d  t o  
b o t a n y  by M. J . D e c a i s n e ;  and f i v e  volumes d e v o t e d  t o  
p h y s i c s — e l e v e n  volumes  i n  a l l .
^ ^ ^ L a p l a c e ,  Campagne de c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  de  l a  f r e g a t e  
" I ' A r t e m i s e "  p e n d a n t  l e s  a n n é e s  1 8 3 7 - 1 8 4 0 , 6 v o l s .  ( P a r i s , 
1 8 41 - 54 )  l : x i i ;  A . N . , Mar 1008.
C Q  A
A . N . . Mar BB 582.
G^C . R . , Ac.  o f  S c . 4 ( 1 8 3 7 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  p .  9 9 8 ,  s e a n c e
o f  36 J u n e  1837.  A r a g o ,  one o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  commis­
s i o n  named,  a s k e d  t h a t  he be r e p l a c e d  p r o b a b l y  s i n c e  he
d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  d ' U r v i l l e ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  reach t h e  S ou t h  P o l e .
^ ^ M o n i t e u r , 11 November 1838;  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e  
[ c o m p l e t e d  t>y MM. Vincendon-Dumoul in  and J a c q u i m o t ] .
Voyage au P o l e  Sud e t  dans  1 ' Ocean ia  s u r  l e s  c o r v e t t e s  
"1 A s t r o l a b e  e t  “ l a  Z e ' l é e , "  e x e c u t e  p a r  o r d r e  du Roi p e n d a n t  
l e s  a nn ë e s  1837,  1 838 ,  1839 e t  1840,  H i s t o i r e  du voyagë l  
10 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1841- 47)  I r l x v i .
George G. T ou do uz e ,  e t  a l .  H i s t o i r e  de l a  m a r i n e ,
2 v o l s .  ( P a r i s ,  1959)  1 : 2 7 9 .
72
D ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au P o l e  S u d , l : x i v ;  s e e  a l s o  
A.N. . Mar GG 30 which c o n t a i n s  a copy o f  La Renommée, v o l .
2 (May, 1 8 4 2) .  T h i s  l i t e r a r y  r e v i e w  c o n t a i n s  t h e  n e c r o l o g i e s  
o f  Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  h i s  w i f e  and h i s  s o n ,  a l l  o f  whom d i e d  
i n  a r a i l w a y  a c c i d e n t  i n  1842.  T h i s  review s t a t e s  t h a t
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F r a n c e ' s  mos t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  n a v i g a t o r  
r e t i r e d  i n  1834,  b u t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a b e l o v e d  
d a u g h t e r  as  a r e s u l t  o f  a c h o l e r a  e p i d e m i c ,  he w a n t e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s e a .
^^A . N . , Mar 1009.
^^Baron T w p i n i e r  w a s , a  m a r i t i m e  e n g i n e e r  and  a 
g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  E c o l e  P o l y t e c h n i q u e  and was an a r d e n t  advo­
c a t e  o f  a s t r o n g  navy  f o r  F r a n c e .  He b r i e f l y  s e r v e d  as 
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and C o l o n i e s  i n  1830 and i n  1 8 39 .  He 
was a l s o  p r e s i d e n t  o f  . the G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1839.
^ ^ D ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au Po l e  S u d , l : l x i v - l x v .
^®Ibid.
^ ^ D ' U r v i l l e  w r o t e  t h a t  he had n e v e r  d e s i r e d  or  
im ag i ne d  an A n t a r c t i c  e x p e d i t i o n  s i n c e  i t  had  " n e v e r  been 
in  r a p p o r t  w i th  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  my t a s t e s  n o r  my s t u d i e s . "  
See Voyage au P o l e  S u d . 1 : 1 x v i i - v i i i . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e  had r e a d  t h e  j o u r n a l s  o f  
Weddel l  and M o r r e l l  who were  both  s i m p l e  f i s h e r m e n ,  a c c o r d ­
ing  t o  d ' U r v i l l e .  Weddel l  c l a i m e d  t o  have a t t a i n e d  74°
South L a t i t u d e  in  a p r e v i o u s  e x p e d i t i o n ;  d ' U r v i l l e  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  he was a l i a r .  I b i d .
^^ A . N . , Mar BB^ 1009.
^ ^ D ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au Po le  S u d , I r l x x i v ;  t h i s  
o c c u r r e d  on May 1 9 t h .
on
I b i d . ,  l - . l x v i i i .
Ĝ Ibid.
82 P u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  w ou ld  n o t  a p p l y  to  
mass p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  modern s e n s e .  R a t h e r ,  g ove r nment  
f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  n o t a b l e s ,  t h e  e d u c a t e d  c l a s s e s ,  and nav a l  
p e r s o n n e l  would  be a p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  whi ch  might  
be i n t e r e s t e d  in Dumont d ' U r v i l l e .
83 4A . N . , Mar BB 1009 ,  I n s t r u c t i o n s ,  Rosamel t o
D ' U r v i l l e  d a t e d  26 Augus t  1837.
8*Ibid.
^ ^ D ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au P o l e  Sud,  I r l x i i i .
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GG ç . R . .  Ac. o f  S c . , ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  P a r t  2 ,  p.  133.  The 
commi ss io n  s i m p l y  r e s t a t e d  many o f  t h e  same i n s t r u c t i o n s  
g i v e n  t o  V a i l l a n t  who had j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f rom a voyage  a r o u n d  
t h e  w o r l d  w h i l e  commanding l a  B o n i t e .
G ^ I b i d . ,  pp.  1 3 4 - 1 5 5 .
G ^ D ' u r v i l l e ,  Voyage au P o l e  S u d , I z l x x v i .  I n  h i s  
w i l l ,  made a b o a r d  t h e  A s t r o l a b e  20 Augus t  1839 ,  d ' U r v i l l e  
l e f t  h i s  head t o  M. Duraout ie r  so t h a t  i t  c o u l d  s e r v e  as  t h e  
" s u b j e c t  o f  p h r e n o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s . "  P e r s o n n e l  D o s s i e r s , 
A r c h i v e s  de l a  M a r i n e .
ftO
D ' U r v i l l e ,  Voyage au P o l e  S u d , 1 0 : 1 8 1 .  D ' U r v i l l e  
t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  M a r i n e ,  19 F e b r u a r y  1840 f rom Hobar t -Town 
a b o a r d  t h e  A s t r o l a b e ; i b i d . ,  2 : 1 6 0 .
* ° I b i d . ,  8 : 1 3 8 .
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See i s s u e s  d a t e d  2 Augus t  1 838 ;  11 November 1838;  
and 18 November 1840.
92 The most  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
r e s u l t s  i s  t h a t  a n t h r o p o l o g y  now seemed t o  be a r e s p e c t e d  
s c i e n c e .  S e r r e s ,  t h e  a c a d e m i c i a n  r e p o r t i n g  on a n t h r o p o l o g i ­
c a l  r e s u l t s ,  saw " t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  man­
k i n d "  as t h e  key f o r  a n t h r o p o l o g y .  See C . R . , Ac.  o f  Sc .
13 ( 1 8 4 1 ,  P a r t  2) p.  6 4 5 - 4 6 .  B e a u t e mp s -B ea up r e  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  crew b r o u g h t  s e v e n t y - t h r e e  maps and f o r t y - t w o  
s k e t c h e s  o f  p o r t s  and m o r r i n g s  g r o u n d s .  See i b i d . ,  pp.  
7 7 2 - 7 7 6 .  I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  one o f  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  members o f  t h e s e  e x p e d i t i o n s  was t h e  s h i p ' s  
a r t i  s t s .
^ ^ I s s u e  d a t e d  14 O c t o b e r  1879.  D ' U r v i l l e ' s  b u s t  
was p l a c e d  in t h e  La P e r o u s e  room a t  t h e  Naval  Museum i n  t h e  
L ou vr e .  I t  was e x e c u t e d  by t h e  s c u l p t o r  O l i v a  f rom a 
p l a s t e r  c a s t  which had been made some y e a r s  p r e v i o u s  t o  
d ' U r v i l l e ' s  d e a t h  in 1842.
94 T.  L i n d s a y  B u i c k ,  The F rench  a t  A ka r oa .  An 
A d v e n t u r e  in  C o l o n i z a t i o n  ( W e l l i n g t o n ,  N. Z . , 1 9 2 8 ) ,  t i t l e  
o f  C h a p t e r  I o f  t h i s  book i s  "A W h a l e r ' s  Dream." Buick 
u s e s  t h i s  t i t l e  t o  d e s c r i b e  C a p t a i n  J e a n  L a n g l o i s '  dream 
which he f i r s t  c o n c e i v e d  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  as t h e  s k i p p e r  o f  a 
w h a l e r  i n  t h e  South S e a s ;  h i s  dream was t o  c o l o n i z e  A ka r oa .  
Akaroa  was t o  be b u i l t  on a f i n e  w h a l i n g  h a r b o r ,  A r k a r o a  
H a r b o r ,  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Banks P e n i n s u l a ,  South  I s l a n d ,  New 
Z e a l a n d .  When L a n g l o i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  F r a n c e ,  he c o n t a c t e d  
f r i e n d s  who a t t e m p t e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  gove r nment  t o  s p o n s o r  
t h em ,  b u t  t h e y  f a i l e d .  The Duke Decazes  e v e n t u a l l y
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I n t e r e s t e d  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  In  t h e  p r o j e c t  
and p l a n s  wer e  w e l l  a l o n g  t h e  way when t h e  F ren ch  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  had a l r e a d y  s e c r e t l y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  a r e a .
I t  s h o u l d  be e mp h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  wer e  on v e r y  s haky  
g r o u n d s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  s i n c e  L a n g l o i s  c l a i m e d  t o  have 
p u r c h a s e d  t h e  s i t e  f rom n a t i v e s  who owned t h e  whole  
p e n i n s u l a — o r  a t  l e a s t  he t h o u g h t  t h e y  d i d .  They d i d  n o t  
own t h e  l a n d  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  and  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  had n e v e r  been r a t i f i e d  by t h e  go v er n me n t  when 
L a n g l o i s  p r o p o s e d  h i s  scheme .  See  B u i c k ,  The French  a t  
A k a r o a , pp.  4 - 1 5 ;  f o r  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  i n t e r e s t ,  s e e  i b i d . ,  
p .  5 0 .
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I b i d . ,  p .  51.
" ® I b i d . ,  pp .  2 1 - 3 0 ;  L a n g l o i s  f i r s t  t o o k  h i s  p l a n s  
t o  t h e  Marqu i s  de Las Mar i smas  Aguado ,  a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  
Mar sh a l  S o u l t ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  and a 
f r i e n d  o f  o t h e r  h i g h  o f f i c ^ l s .  He,  i n  t u r n ,  i n t r o d u c e d  
L a n g l o i s  to  Admira l  D u p e r r e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Mar i ne  and 
C o l o n i e s .
97 I b i d . ,  pp.  2 1 - 3 0 ;  F a i v r e ,  L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , 
pp.  4 4 9 - 4 5 0 .  ^
g o
B u i c k ,  The French a t  A k a r o a , p.  5 0 ;  F a i v r e ,  
L ' E x p a n s i o n  f r a n ç a i s e , p.  453.  F a i v r e  c i t e s  A. N . , Mar 
GG 5 0 ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  be tween Decaze s  and L a vaud ,  d a t e d  
30 December  1 839 ,  29 J a n u a r y  and 26 F e b r u a r y ,  1830 on which 
he b a s | s  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s .  I have  exami ned  documents  in  
Mar BB 1 0 1 0 ,  10 11 ,  and 1012 which  c o n t a i n  s c a t t e r e d  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e n c e  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  i n  t h e  Akaroan a f f a i r ,  
b u t  I have  f o u n d  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  D e c a z e s '  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  L o u i s - P h i 1 i p p e .  S t i l l ,  t h e  d ocument s  c i t e d  by F a i v r e  
a r e  c o n v i n c i n g  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  a r g u m e n t  i s  c o r r e c t .
I t  i s  a l s o  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  A r t i c l e  11 o f  t h e  fo rmal  compact  
b e t we en  L o u i s - P h i l i p p e ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  and t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i s e  
company c o n t a i n e d  t e r ms  which s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  once  t h e  
company e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t  would "cede  t o  
t h e  Crown o f  F r a n c e  1 / 4  o f  a l l  l a n d s "  a c q u i r e d  and t h a t  t h e  
Crown would  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  " e r e c t  f o r t s  o r  any o t h e r  k i nd  
o f  b u i l d i n g  u s e f u l  f o r  i t s  s e r v i c e . "  See A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  
D o c . ,  N o u v e l l e  Z l l a n d e  1 : 3 2 0 - 3 2 4 .
99/  B u i c k ,  The French  a t  A k a r o a , pp.  3 0 - 3 4 .  Duke
E l i e  D e c a z e s ,  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  m e t a l l u r g i c a l  f i r m ,  " F o rg e s  de 
D e c a z e v i l l e , "  was a n a t i v e  o f  t h e  G i r o n d e  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  
b u s i n e s s  c o n n e c t i o n s .  He was a l s o  a f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  and was Grand Commander o f  t h e  
S c o t t i s h  R i t e  o f  F reemasonr y  i n  F r a n c e .  J e a n  L a n g l o i s  was 
a l s o  a Freemason a n d ,  no d o u b t ,  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a c c o u n t s  f o r
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h i s  f r e e d o m  o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  D e c a z e s ,  a g r a n d  n o t a b l e . See 
F a i j / r e ,  L^Expans ion  f r a n ç a i s e , pp.  4 4 8 - 4 4 9 ;  F é l i x  P o n t e i l ,
L*E v e i l  de n a t i o n a l i t é s , p.  6 3 5 ;  L a r o u s s e ,  Grand 
d i c t i o n n a i r e ,  s . v . ,  Decazes  ( f l i e ,  d u e ) .
^ ^ ^ B u i c k ,  The F ren ch  a t  A k a r o a , p.  4 1 ,  c o n c l u d e s  
t h a t  i t  was a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  k i ng  t h a t  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a g r e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  n ava l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
company and  i t s  s i x t y - p l u s  i m m i g r a n t  bound f o r  Akar oa .  
M o r e o v e r ,  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c ompany ' s  p l a n  t o  c o l o n i z e  
Akaroa  was a scheme f o r  p r o f i t  " j u s t i f i e d  by a v e n e e r  o f  
c o l o n i z a t i o n  and p a t r i o t i s m . "  I b i d . ,  p .  231.  He i s  a l s o  
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be t h e  f i r s t  o f  many such s e t t l e ­
men t s  and  t h a t  t h e y  would have f o l l o w e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  had t h e  
f i r s t  b een  a s u c c e s s .  F o r  F a i v r e ' s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s ee  n o t e  
9 3 ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
^ ^ ^ D e c a z e s  h e l d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  g ov er nm en t  in 
November ,  1 83 9 ,  c o n c e r n i n g  a compromise  a g r e e m e n t  be tween /  
t h e  company he  r e p r e s e n t e d  and t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  Baron Du p e r r e ,  
M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Navy and C o l o n i e s ,  a p p o i n t e d  a commiss ion  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s :  C a p t a i n s  De P e t i t -
T h o u a r s ,  Ceci  l i é ,  and Roy.  T h i s  commiss ion s i g n e d  an 
a g r e e m e n t  which  was app rov ed  by L o u i s - P h i 1i p p e , S o u l t ,  
Duper re ' ,  and C u n i n - G r i d a i n e ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and 
Commerce.  Both Decazes  and C u n i n - G r i d a i n e  were  p a s t  
p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  and b o t h  e s p o us ed  
F r e n c h  e x p a n s i o n i s m .  See  A . A . E . ,  Mem, e t  D o c . ,  N o u v e l l e  
Z e l a n d e  1 : 3 2 0 - 3 2 4 .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  one o f  
t h e  i n v e s t o r s  i n  t h e  N a n t o - B o r d e l a i  se company was B a l g u e r i e  
and Company o f  B o r d e a u x ,  one o f  t h e  most  a g g r e s s i v e  commer­
c i a l  h o u s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n .  See A . N . , Mar BB^ 1012 
and a l s o  C h a p t e r  I I ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .
102 B u i c k ,  The F ren ch  a t  A k a r o a , pp.  6 9 - 7 0 .
^ ° ^ I b i d . ,  pp.  2 5 7 - 2 5 3 .
T O ^ I b i d . ,  p.  2 5 3 .
CHAPTER VII
1
P o n t e i l ,  L ' E v e i l  des N a t i o n a l i t é s , p .  536.
2
Hahn,  The Anatomy of  a S c i e n t i f i c  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  
pp.  9 0 - 9 1 .  -------------------------------- ------- ------------
3
A r n o l d  H a u s e r ,  The S o c i a l  H i s t o r y  o f  A r t , t r a n s .  
S t a n l e y  Godman i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  2 v o l s .
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(new York,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  2 : 7 2 1 .  T h i s  q u o t a t i o n  was g i v e n  by Hauser  
b u t  he does  n o t  c i t e  h i s  s o u r c e .
A /
A l b e r t  L.  G u e r a r d ,  F r a n c e :  A Modern H i s t o r y ,
(Ann A r b o r ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  pp.  289-290.
^ F a i v r e ,  L*Expansion f r a n ç a i s e , p.  440.
^ S c h e f e r ,  La p o l i t i q u e  c o l o n i a l e , pp.  1 - 2 7 .
^A good example  of  a man who t r a v e l l e d  on p r i v a t e  
b u s i n e s s  t e r m s  b u t  who r e q u e s t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s  M. Lou i s  
D u p l e s s i s  who r e t u r n e d  to Texas  i n  1848 where  he managed a 
l a r g e  commerc ia l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  See C . R . , Ac.  o f  S c . 2 7 ,  
( 1 8 3 8 ,  P a r t  2 ) ,  pp.  42-46 ;  a n o t h e r  example  i s  M. C h a r l e s  
T e x i e r  who was o r d e r e d  by. t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  s u r v e y  t h e  P r o p o n t i d e  and t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  Tu rkey  (1834-  
3 6 ) ,  s e e  i b i d . , 2 ( 1 8 3 8 ,  P a r t  1 ) ,  pp.  277-281 .
g
A r c h i v e s  de 1 a M a r i n e . P e r s o n n e l  d o s s i e r  f o r  
J o s e p h  Paul  Ga i mard ,  Sur geon ,  F i r s t  C l a s s .
q
Paul  Ga i mar d ,  ed. ,  Voyage de l a  commiss ion  s c i e n t i ­
f i c  du nord en S c a n d i n a v i e ,  en  L a p o n i e ,  au S p i t z b e r g  e t  aux 
P e r d e ,  p e n d a n t  l e s  années  1 8 3 8 ,  1839 .  e t  1840 s u r  l a  c o r v e t t e  
" l a  R e c h e r c h e ,"  18 v o l s .  X a v i e r  Marmier  w r o t e  R e l a t i o n  du 
v o y a g e , v o l s .  17 and 18 of t h i s  work .  See Marmi er ,  R e l a t i o n , 
1 7 : 1 - 3 .
T°C.R.  , Ac.  o f  Ac. ,  11 , (1840 , P a r t  2 ) :  186-1 95.
Marmie r ,  Rel a t i  on, 1 7 : 6 .
1 2See s u p r a , n o t e  4 ,  C h a p t e r  IV c i t i n g  R a f f e n e l  , 
Nouveau v o y a g e , 2 : 2 6 .
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( a )  Newspapers  and P e r i o d i c a l s
Annales  des  s c i e n c e s  n a t u r e l l e s  p a r  mm. J e a n  A u d o i n ,  Adolphe  
B r o n g n i a r t  e t  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  Dumas. 30 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  
1 82 4- 33 .
Annales  m a r i t i m e s  e t  c o l o n i a l e s
B l ac kw oo d ' s  Ed i nburgh  Magazine
I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e . Académie des  i n s c r i p t i o n s  e t  b e l l e s -  
l e t t r e s  .“T a r i s .
I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e . Académie des  s c i e n c e s . C o m p t e s - r e n d u s  
h é bd o m a d a i r e s ~ d e s  s é a n c e s .
I n s t i t u t  de F r a n c e . Académie des  s c i e n c e s . P r o c è s - v e r b a u x  
de s é a n c e s  de l ' A c a d é m i e  t e n u e s  d e p u i s  l a  f o n d a t i o n  
de l ' I n s t i t u t  j u s q u ' a u  mois  d ' a o u t  183 5 .
Le M o n i t e u r  U n i v e r s e l
N o u v e l l e s  a n n a l e s  des  v oy ag es  e t  d es  s c i e n t i f i q u e s
g é o g r a p h i q u e s ,  c o n t e n a n t  des  r e l a t i o n s  o r i g i n a l e s  
i n é d i t s ;  des  v oyages  nouveaux  dans t o u t e s  l e s . 
l a n g u e s ,  t r a d u i t s  e x t r a i t s  ou a n a l y s e s ;  des  mémoires  
s u r  1 ‘o r i g i n e ,  l a  l a n g u e ,  l e s  mo eu rs ,  l e s  a r t s  e t  
l e  commerce des  p e u p l e s ,  e t c .
Revue des deux mondes
S o c i é t é ^  de g é o g r a p h i e . B u l l e t i n  de l a  s o c i é t é  de g é o g r a p h i e
The Canton R e g i s t e r
(b)  Accoun t s  o f  P a r t i c i p a n t s
A b ba d i e ,  Antoi j i e  d ' .  Voyage en A b y s s i n i e .  Communicat ion
f a i t e  'a l a  S o c i é t é  de G é o g r a p h i e . . P a r i s ,  1839 
[ E x t r a i t  du B u l l e t i n  de l a  S o c i é t é  de G é o g r a p h i e . ]
A b b ad ie ,  A rnau l d  d ' .  Douze ans  de s é j o u r  dans l a  Haute
E t h i o p i e  ( A b y s s i n i e ) . P a r i s , 1868.
Bory de S a i n t  V i n c e n t ,  J e a n ^ B a p t i s t e , ed .  E x o e d i t i o n  
s c i e n t i f i q u e  de M o r ee . S e c t i o n  des  s c i e n c e s  
p h y s i q u e s . 3 v o l s ,  i n  5 and 2 a t l a s e s .  P a r i s ,
1832-36 .
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B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  H y a c i n t h e  d e .  J o u r n a l  de l a  n a v i g a t i o n  a u t o u r  
du g l o b e  de  l a  f r e g a t e  “ l a  T h e t i s “ e t  de l a  c o r v e t t e '  
“ l ' E s p é r a n c e . '' 2 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  1837.
B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  L o u i s - A n t o i n e  de .  Voyage a u t o u r  de monde p a r  
l e s  v a i s s e a u x  du Roi l a  “Boudeuse  e t  " i f E t o i l e . "
2nd éd.  2 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  1772.
B r u c e ,  J a me s .  .Voyage en Nubie  e t  en A b y s s i n i e ,  e n t r e p r i s  .
pour  d é c o u v r i r  l e s  s o u r c e s  du Ni l  p e n d a n t  l e s  années  
1768 à 1773 .  5 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  1790- 92 .
C a l l i ^ ,  Rene.  T r a v e l s  Through C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  t o  Ti mbuckt oo  
and Across  t h e  G r e a t  D e s e r t  t o  Morocco P e r fo r me d  i n  
t h e  Years  1 8 2 4 - 2 8 , t r a n s .  n o t  g i v e n .  2 v o l s .
2nd ed.  London,  1968.  F i r s t  F rench  e d i t i o n  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  P a r i s  i n  1830.
C a r e t t e ,  An t oy i e  E r n e s t  e t  al_. E x p l o r a t i o n  s c i e n t i f i q u e  de 
1 ' A l g é r i e  e x e c u t e ^ p e n d a n t  1 8 4 0 - 4 2 . 25 v o l s ,  and 5
v o l s ,  o f  a t l a s e s .  P a r i s ,  1844 -67 .
D e l a m a r e ,  H. A. ( A m i r a l ) ,  e d .  E x p l o r a t i o n  s o i e n t i f i g u e  de 
l ' A l g é r i e  p e n d a n t  l e s  a nn é e s  1840,  41,  42 p u b l i é e  
p a r  o r d r e  du g o uve r nemen t  e t  avec  l e  c o n c o u r s  d ' u n e  
commiss ion s c i e n t i f i q u e s . 40 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  1 84 4 - 8 1 .
D e r v i e u  ( N é g o c i a n t  c o n s e i l l e r  m u n i c i p a l  e t  p r o p r i é t a i r e  a 
A l g e r ) .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  p r e s e n t e e s  à l a  chambre de 
commerce de M a r s e i l l e s  s u r  l a  demande q u ' e l l e  en a 
f a i t e . a u  s u j e t  de l a  c o l o n i s a t i o n  d ' A l g e r  p our  s e r v i r  
au mémoire q u ' e l l e  d o i t  a d d r e s s e r  à l a  commiss ion  
d ' e n q u e t e  s u r  l a  c o l o n i e  d j A l g e r . M a r s e i l l e s ,  1833.  
[ I n s e r t i o n  in  volume 9 ,  Mem. e t  Doc . ,  A l g é r i e ]
Dumont d ' U r v i l l e ,  J u l e s  S e b a s t i e n .  Voyage de " l ' A s t r o l a b e  
e x é c u t é  p a r  o r d r e  du Roi p e n d a n t  l e s  a n n é e s  1 8 2 6 ,
1827 e t  1 8 2 9 . H i s t o i r e  du v o y a g e . 5 v o l s .  P a r i s ,  
1830-34 .
Voyage au Pole  Sud e t  dans  l ' O c e a n i e  s u r  l e s
c o r v e t t e s  " l ' A s t r o l a b e ' '  e t  “ l a  Z e l& e " , e x é c u t é ^ p a r  
o r d r e  du Roi p e n d a n t  l e s  an n ée s  1837,  1838 ,  1839 e t  
1840 . H i s t o i r e  du v o y a g e . 10 vol  s . [Sous  l a  
d i r e c t i o n  de  M. C. H. J a c q u i n o t . ]  P a r i s ,  [ 1 8 4 1 - 4 9 ]
D u p e r r e y ,  Lo ui s .  Voyage a u t o u r  du monde e n t r e p r i s  p a r  o r d r e  
du Roi ,  e x e c u t e  s u r  l a  c o r v e t t e  "1 a C o q u i l l e "  p e n d a n t  
l e s  années  1822 ,  1 823 ,  1824 e t  1 8 2 5 . 6 v o l s .
P a r i s ,  1 8 26 - 30 .
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________ . Mémoire s u r  Tes o p é r a t i o n s  g é o g r a p h i q u e s  f a i t e s
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